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THE BUCHANITES. 



INTRODUCTION. 

Few females have acted such an extraordinary part 
on the stage of life, as Mrs Buchan. She gave herself 
out to be the Third Person in the Godhead,^ and 
pretended to confer immortality on whomsoever she 
breathed ; and promised, eventually, to translate, di- 
rect to heaven in a body, without their tasting death, 
all who put unlimited faith in her divine mission. 
She also personified the Woman described in the 
Eevelation of St John, as being clothed with the Sun 
and the Moon ; and pretended to have brought forth 
the Man-child who was to rule all nations with a rod 
of iron,* in the person of the Reverend Hugh White, 
Minister of the Relief congregation of Irvine. 

1 See White's Divine Dictionary, printed at Dumfries in the year 
1786. 
> Revelations, xii. 1. 

A 
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Extravagant and blasphemous as these pretenuont 
were. Our Lady found adherents even among the de- 
scendants of the pious Covenanters of the Lowlands 
of Scotland, who, renouncing every compact by which 
mankind is distinguished from the brute creation^ left 
their homes and their relations to follow her, in the 
delusive hope of escaping the common lot of hu- 
manity. 

From the name of the founder, these enthusiasts 
were called Buchanites. At the time they appeared 
ill Ayrshire, the belief in witchcraft not being totally 
eradicated from the minds of the people, the singular 
tenets of this sect were attributed to the influence of 
demoniac agency, rather than to distempered organ- 
isation. Mrs Buchan was supposed to possess suc^ 
a proficiency in the black art, as to cause any person 
on whom she laid her hand, instantly to forget all 
earthly concerns, and follow her, though it were " to 
the utmost .limits of the earth," with the most im- 
plicit devotion. But, so far as I have been able to 
obtain a knowledge of Mrs Buchan's acquirements, 
it was chiefly by a wonderful volubility of tongue, 
well directed to the object she had in view, that she 
succeeded in seducing the unwary. 

History abounds with instances of the extravagant 
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pretensions of impostors who arrogated to themselves 
prophetic powers, and who succeeded in prevailing on 
the weak and ignorant to believe their pretended reve- 
lations and heavenly missions. My intention is not 
merely to add another to the list of these hypocrites, 
or victims of self-delusion, but also to show another 
instance of the folly of departing from sound reason 
and common sense in matters of religion, by bringing 
under the reader's view an epitome of the Faith and 
Practice of the Buchanites : the former, differing 
from all the established points of the Christian faith, 
and the latter, from many of the general usages of 
civilised society. 

While the voices of the Great Man Child and his 
abettors, were heard fervently imploring all who would 
be saved from sin and death, to rally round the Light 
of God, as seen shining in the person of Mrs Buchan, 
some of the periodical works of the day published, 
occasionally, incidental notices of the progress of the 
Budianites. The contents of these articles have been 
carefully collated with the verbal accounts and written 
communications of several respectable individuals who 
were personally acquainted with Luckie Buchan, the 
soubriquet by which she was known in Galloway, 
and who have kindly rendered me all the information 
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in their power on this subject. Among these, I can- 
not here deny myself the satisfaction of mentioning 
the respectable names of the Rev. John Eichmond, 
minister of Southdean, in Roxburghshire, son of Dr 
Richmond, who was minister of Irvine when Mrs 
Buchan and her followers were compelled to leave 
that town ; also of William Ayton, Esq. of Hamilton, 
the author of many celebrated works on agricultural 
.subjects, and lately of a pamphlet on the state of the 
Scotch Church; of Mrs Major Skirving of Croys, 
daughter of the late Rev. Dr Muirhead, minister oi^ 
Urr when the Buchanites lived at Auchengibbert ; 
and of Dr Mundell, rector of Wallace Hall Academy, 
in Dumfries-shire. To Francis Laurie, Esq. of Tin- 
wald Shaws, Dumfries-shire, I am indebted for the 
reminiscences of his aunt, Mrs Black, who is yet alive 
(1841), respecting the manners and customs of the 
Buchanites, with some of whom she was personally 
acquainted while they remained at New Cample ; to 
Colonel James Gordon of Culvennan I am much in- 
debted for information respecting the first temporary 
burial-place of ]Mrs Buchan ; to Mr Thomas Bradley 
of Wolviston, in the county of Durham, for his kind- 
ness in placing in my hands several important original 
documents relating to his father's conneidon with the 
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Buchanltes, and for his own reminiscences of that 
singular sect ; and to the Rev. William Lindsay, min- 
ister of the Relief congregation of Dowhill, clerk of 
the Relief presbytery of Glasgow, for examining and 
extracting from the records of the Relief church, in 
his possession, several important particulars respect- 
ing Mr White; but I am chiefly indebted to Mr 
Andrew Innes of Crocketford, without whose assist- 
ance the materials I had collected respecting the 
Buchanites would, it is probable, never have appeared 
before the public. 

Andrew Innes was born at Muthill, in Perthshire, 
in July 1757, of parents belonging to the cottar 
class ; and after receiving the education common to 
his class in those times, was bred to the profession of 
a carpenter, and he has at times, in his later years, 
been heard to allude, with apparent complacency, to 
that having also been the profession of the Lord ! 
— on so low and familiar a level was it the char- 
acter of his singularly constructed mind, to place 
at point of view even the highest and most sacred 
mystical things ! He became acquainted with Mrs 
Buchan in 1783, and then formed an unalienable at- 
tachment to her person and pretensions. His exer- 
tions contributed much to the forming of the Buchan- 
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ite Society of 1784, of which community he remained 
an effective member to the last, and, in right of sur- 
vivorship, has become possessed of all the property 
that pertained to that body. This put it in hit 
power to place at my disposal all the books and writ- 
ings which had thus fallen into his hands ; and he has 
done this in the most obliging manner. In addition 
to this, he has drawn up for my information an ac- 
count of the proceedings of the Buchanites, in which 
he was either personally concerned, or which came 
under his observation, from their commencement as 
a society to the present time. Some of the topics 
therein narrated, are alluded to in the following 
letter : — 

" Crocketford, 28th Jannarj 183S. 

" My Deab Friend, 

" Your kindness has completely overwhelmed 
me with wonder. If there is any thing in the narra- 
tive not explained to your satisfaction, I am quite 
willing to do so, or to give you any paper in my pos- 
session. I expect the perusal of the Divine Diction- 
ary has settled your mind as to the accusation of 
witchcraft against the founder of our society, or of 
our having gained any worldly benefit by disposing 
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6f our effeotSy and forming a separate society where 
all things were common. The account which I have 
given you in the narrative, will show you, that the 
real cause of our leaving settled habitations and be- 
coming outcasts of society, and a common reproach 
to the world, was the confident hope of being speedily 
translated to heaven without tasting death.^ 

^* Tou will not, perhaps, easily perceive the cause 
of Mr White's publishing to the world, that the author 
of his spiritual knowledge and spiritual light, was the 
woman seen in heaven, nor the reason of our fasting 
for forty days at Closebum. It may, however, be 
proper for me to mention here, that there are several 
circumstances connected with the fast omitted in the 
narrative, because they could not be comprehended 
or believed by any person who was not there at the 
time. Tou. will not, perhaps, understand the cause 
of our no longer working gratis to our neighbours 
after the fast — or why Mr White made such a com- 
plete change of writing and preaching at Auchen- 
gibbert. These things, I think, will require a few 
explanatory notes, and I will make them out for you 
in the course of a few weeks. 

t 1 TheBsalonians, ir. 15, 16, 17. 
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" You know that, * Friend Mother in the Lord/ was 
the name given by us to the founder of our society ; 
and it is only when conversing with strangers who 
do not know her by that name, that I call her Mrs 
.Buchan. Her letters contained in the book now in 
• your possession, were all copied by me after her death. 
Her address to any of her family was always ^ my 
child,' to strangers ' dear,' — so often repeated, that I 
have omitted many of them in the same letter ; and, 
when speaking of divine things, ' O ! O I O ! ' She 
repeated O ! so frequently, that I have omitted some 
of them in copying also, which I now mention to my 
shame/ 

'' I mentioned, in my first letter to you, that I had 
no desire that any of Mr White's writings should be 
sent to the public, but, upon further consideration, I 
leave it altogether to your own choice to publish what- 
ever you please concerning the society. As I have given 
you a just statement of facts, I have no reason to fear 
being contradicted; and though, like Elijah of old, dis- 
appointed in faith, I rejoice in being the first and 
only individual on earth who has had £my inclination 

1 Mr Innes, at my request, wrote iio Introductioii to the MS. roltase 
of Mrs Bnchan's letters, with a long explanatory note to each letter. 
These will be frequently alluded to in the course of the following 
sketch. 
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to tell the truth of the author of our society. What 
I have written to you, may appear as unlikely as the 
resurrection of Jesus, after his body had been mangled, 
and his heart pierced with a spear. But I hope the 
time is not far distant, when you will obtain a proof, 
as substantial as Thomas did, of the truth of what I 
have just stated. 

" If, upon further consideration, I find I have omit- 
ted any thing in the narrative which I think might 
be interesting to you, I will write it down — for I am 
your sincere friend and well-wisher, 

" Andrew Innes." 

In the course of the following sketch, I have quoted 
such passages from the correspondence of Mrs Buchan 
and from the writings of Mr Innes, as tend most to 
place, in their own words, the dogmas and practices of 
the sect before the reader, that he may be thereby 
the better enabled to form his own judgment on the 
faith and practice of the Buchanites. 

The clerical character of Mrs Buchan's coadjutor, 
is thus given by a modern writer. " In the year 1781, 
the Kev. Hugh White, a native of the parish of St 
Ninian's, and a licentiate of the Church of Scotland, 
was received into connexion with the Relief Synod. 
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He was speedily called and ordained to the pastorate 
of the Belief church, Irvine. The settlement was 
harmonious; and though his talents and acquire- 
ments were not of the first order, he was pretty 
much esteemed as a preacher. He delighted, how- 
ever, rather to speak from Sinai than from Zion. 
Like men of this stamp, he was vain of hb own at- 
tainments, while he was denouncing others with the 
terrors of the law. Being easily puffed up, he suffered 
himself to be cajoled and drawn aside by the flattery 
of Mrs Buchan, an artful fanatic, and thus gained to 
himself a notoriety, which his slender talents in the 
ordinary discharge of duty, would never have won ; 
but which, after all, was rather a matter of humilia- 
tion than of honour.'^ 



1 Stnitbera* Hist, of the Relief Church, p. 335 : GiMgow, 1843. 
Ciirlstian Journal, for January 1835, p. 9. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Xarlj Lift of Elipafh Birapsoiv— Her union with Robert Boohaa-^ 
Indications of her becoming a wild viiionary— The Reverend Hugh 
White of Irvine diflmissed from the ministry for embracing her 
dogmaa—He becomes a field-preacher, and his attendants are hence. 
Ibrth called '^Bachanites"— The people of Irvine maltreat Lackie 
Buchan for having bewitched the miuister — She retires to Perth, 
shire, where she is Joined bj White and a few followers — He pro« 
claims her to be the Woman mentiotied in the Revelation of Bt John 
— Their impious whimsies rejected bj the people of MuthiU^Thej 
are compelled to leuve that place — They return to Irvine, but ate 
also banished thence. 

Mrs Buchan was the daughter of John Simpflon 
and Margaret Gordon, who kept a small way-side 
public house on the old road between Banff and 
Portsoy, at a place called Fatmacken, where she was 
born about the year 1738, and was named Elspath ; 
but ere the child had completed her third year, her 
mother died, and her father having married again 
shortly afterwards, she was sent into a strange family, 
whose circumstances were in such a hampered state, 
that her bedding consisted of a bag stuffed with 
straw laid down on the ground beside the fire at 
night, with an empty sack for a coverlet, which were 
removed in the morning, and stowed away till re- 
quired again in the evening.^ During the day she 

1 Mrs Buchan's letter to the Reverend Francis Okely of Nortbamp. 
kin, (,Buchanites' Letter^book, p. 87. Innes's MS. p. 126.) Mr Okely 
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was employed herding her master's cows. How long 
she remained at service does not appear, but if her 
own words may be relied on, she was not such a 
person as most people would wish to employ. ** I 
had no pleasure in working, and ever forgot the 
directions given me ; so that I learned more by the 
eye than the ear." She was, however, at length 
taken into the employment of a distant relation of 
her mother's, after whom she had been named Elspath, 
and was by her taught to sew and read. This 
young woman had been recently married to a West 
India planter, a native of Banffshire, and was about 
to proceed with her husband to his possessions in 
Jamaica. Toung Elspath, for the purpose of ac- 
companying them thither, proceeded with them to 
Greenock, but while waiting there for a vessel to 
take them to their final destination, she left her 
friends to associate with idle company, and appears 
then to have contracted those depraved habits which 
she afterwards inculcated respecting matrimony. 

According to a contemporary writer, she trepanned, 
at Ayr, a working potter named Robert Buchan, to 
be her husband;^ but if the union was legally 
solemnized, it does not appear in any of the registers 
of the parish of Ayr.* Buchan, becoming ashamed 

translated Engelbrecht's Divine Visions of Hell and Heaven; New 

Heaven and New Earth ; Mountain of Salvation, and Three States 

Ecclesiastical, Political, and Economical ; with a Life of Engelbrecht 
which was printed at Northampton in 1780, in one vol. 12mo. 

1 Account of the Buchanites, by Henry M'Dowal, published in 1792. 

2 « I have made a search in the registers of marriages of the town 
and parish of Ayr, from 1740 to 1780, for the marriage of Robert 
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of her licentious conduct at Ayr, removed with her 
to Banff, and there commenced a manufactory of 
earthenware on his own account ; but that under- 
taking not succeeding to the extent of his wishes, 
he proceeded to Glasgow in search of employment, 
leaving his wife, with one son and two daughters, at 
Banff, *' to provide for themselves as they best 
could," ^ by keeping a school for teaching children 
to sew, and, Mr Innes thinks, to read also, although 
very ill qualified for such an undertaking. She 
might, however, have made a comfortable livelihood, 
had not her other and stronger propensities inter- 
fered with the sedate carriage necessary to the suc- 
cess of a schoolmistress. She seems to have ne- 
glected both her family and school to carry out the 
details of a divine apocalypse, charging her with a 
heavenly mission, a part of which she thus de- 
scribes : — 

" To inform you how far I went, and how many 
opinions I tried, seeking the way of truth, is more 
than I can do on paper ; but I may say that I weut 
from sea to sea seeking the Word of the Lord, but 
could not find it. 

Buchan and Elspath Simpson, but it does not appear in any of these 
jears. (Signed) William M'Dermit, Senior Clerk." 

1 Society's MSS. p. 147— "Robert Bacban and Elspet Simaon had 
many children, but only three of them were alive when she left her 
husband — a son, who continued with his father, and two daughters — one 
of them about nineteen and the other about twenty-one years of age, 
who imbibed their mother's notions, and accompanied her."— Chris- 
tian Journal for January 1835, p. 10. ' It appears that the son Joined 
the Buchanite society also, as will be seen in a subsequent part of this 
work. 
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" In the year 1774, the power of God wronglit 
such a wonderful change on my senses, that I over- 
came the flesh so as not to make use of earthly food 
for some weeks, which made all that saw me conclude 
that I was going to depart this life, and many came 
to hear me speak, which was all about God's love to 
mortals. . . . Had there been a gallows erected 
at every door where I had an opportunity of speak- 
ing of Christ, or of hearing him spoken of, I would 
not have stayed from going there ; and the more any 
sought to keep me back, it only tended the more to 
stir me up to run the faster." * 

Mrs Buchan was a regular attender at what were 
called " fellowship meetings." These were societies 
of persons who met weekly, for religious purposes ; 
and although some of the clergymen in the neigh- 
bourhood were in the habit of attending, she was ge- 
nerally the principal disputant on religious subjects. 
Although her views of certain passages in Scripture 
differed widely from the opinions commonly enter- 
tained, she made several converts, the most enthusi- 
astic of whom was the wife of Captain Cook, com- 
mander of the Prince of Wales revenue cutter, who 
was long known as one of the most active ofRcers on 
the northern station. Mrs Buchan thus writes of 
that lady — " Mrs Cook and I spent many hours to- 
gether, mourning for our own sins and for the sins 
of others ; but Satan made use of her husband, a 
very irreligious and fiery-tempered man, to separate 

1 MS. Letter .book, p. 33. 
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lis. He was, and still is, the captain of a king's 
cutter. He used every means to keep her from seeing 
me or writing to me ; but a greater stroke was to 
follow. She took a fever, and they, hearing her 
speak of nothing but Christ and the other world, 
Bnd calling continually for me, concluded that I had 
put her mad with religion, and she was kept in a 
dark room for three weeks. But all the means they 
used, tended only to increase her disorder ; and it 
noised about that the captain intended to take my 
life." ^ 

The clergy now became Mrs Buchan's inveterate 
enemies, and were chiefly instrumental in raising 
the populace against her doctrines ; but ** her man- 
ner of life was most offensive to those with whom 
she was connected." * 

Her school being deserted, and finding her life in 
imminent danger in her native county, acting under 
the advice of her friends, she removed, with her 
children, to Glasgow, where she arrived in March 
1781, and was cordially received by her husband,* 
who was then employed in a pottery in that city. 

Being fond of epistolary correspondence, she con- 
tinued to write frequently to the members of ** fel- 
lowship societies " at Banff, for a considerable time 
after her arrival in Glasgow ; but an unfavourable 
report regarding her mode of life, reached her native 
place. Receiving a communication on that subject 

1 Letter-book, p. 28. > Note by Mr Inaes, p. 147. 

•» MS Letter b«ok, p. 32. 
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from a friend there, wishing her to change her mode 
of life, she replied — " The things that have been 
said among you, grieve my very soul. I am sorry 
you give yourself so much trouble concerning my 
family, for fear I have too few of my thoughts in the 
world ; but I thank God for supporting me. I em- 
ploy my hands as well as ever. I cannot conceal 
the goodness of the Lord, who has turned the evil 
intentions of my enemies to my good." ^ To another 
friend she writes thus on the same subject — ^^ I 
spent day and night pleading for them at the throne 
of grace. But, for my love to them, they became foes 
to me ; and I do believe some of them never prayed 
more earnestly in their lives, than that God would 
take me out of their way ; which prayer they got 
answered, for the Lord called on me by his provi- 
dence, and made me willing to go. I will write to 
some of them, although I know they hate me, which 
I do not wonder at. I was dead to them, and they 
wanted me buried out of their sight." » 

Mr Hugh White, minister of the Relief congrega- 
tion of Irvine, in Ayrshire,^ was at this time the most 

1 MS. Letter.book, p. 3. 

» Ibid, p. 12. 

3 ** Mr White succeeded Mr Jack, as minister of the Relief congrega- 
gntion of Irvine, and was ordained 3d July 1782. Though he was 
popular at Irvine, his childish eagerness after doctrinal novelty made 
him be regarded, in expounding the oracle of God, * as a very unsafe 
guide.' As a preacher he was described in homely but expressive 
terms, 'a coarse hewer."* — Christian Journal, vol. v. p. 306. This 
shows that he had been only settle i in his charge as minister at Irvine 
about nine months, when he became acquainted with Mrs Buchan. 



THE BUCHANITE8. 17 

popular preacher of his sect in the west of Scotland. 
Mrs Buchan having heard his piety much spoken o^^ 
wished very much to hear him preach, and an op- 
portunity soon occurred of gratifying her curiosity 
in that respect. Mr White being called to assist at 
a sacrament in the neighbourhood of Glasgow, in 
December 1782, she attended on that occasion ; 
and, being captivated with his oratory, she communi- 
cated the flattering account by letter, of his being 
the first minister who had spoken effectually to her 
heart. 

« Glasgow, 17th January 1783. 

" Rev. and Dear Sir — Whom I love in our sweet 
Lord Jesus Christ — I write you as a friend, not after 
the flesh, nor according to the flesh, but as a child 
of another familv, that has lain in the womb of the 
everlasting decree from all eternity — a promised seed 

actually born from above I have met 

with many disappointments from ministers, who were 
neither strangers nor pilgrims on earth, and I can 
say, by sad experience, that I have been more 
stumbled and grieved by ministers, than by all the 
men in the world, or by all the devils in hell ; but I 
have rejoiced many times, by the eye of faith, to see 
you, before I saw you with the eyes of my body. 
On Saturday night, when your discourse was ended, 
an acquaintance says to me, * What do you think of 
Mr White ? ' — I answered, * What do you think of 
Jesus Christ ? for I have lost sight of the minister 
and of myself.' .... 

" When I think on those words which Christ said 

B 
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— ^ I am the door ! ' O, blessed door, which Sin not 
his elder brother Satan cannot shut, for it will jitill 
be open to the heirs of glory ! and methinks I have 
often n^ped at the door with my little hand of fidtb, 
and was heard and answered. I will not say I got 
the very thing I asked, for baims know not always 
what is best for them ; but the Lord never sent me 
away without alms ; and he is never weary of me, 

although I am ever fashing him 

'< Though I have been a gazing-stock to the 
world, and an eye-sore to the devil these five yean» 
I have lost nothing, for my Lord has been at much 
pains to learn me to put no confidence in the 

world 

" From your friend and sister in Christ, 

(Signed) "Elspath Simpson. . 

« The Rev. Hugh White, Irvine." i 

It was just at this period that Andrew Innes 
became acquainted with Mrs Buchan, in the follow- 
ing accidental manner : — " In March 1783," says 
Andrew, " I went from Muthill, in Perthshire, to 
Glasgow, to attend the sacrament, and lodged witib 
my old landlady, in Dowhill. On Saturday morning, 
a little before the church bells began to ring, while 
I was employed dressing in the closet, I heard a 
female voice in the kitchen, conversing with . the 
mistress, and the subject was concerning King Hezo- 
kiah showing the treasures of the Lord's house to 

1 MS. Letter-book, page 1. 
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the servants of the King ; this she continued till the 
bells were nearly done ringing, when she accom- 
panied us to the door of the Relief church, leading a 
blind woman all the way. The person who seemed ' 
to be so well acquainted with the Scriptures, was 
Mrs Buchan, who afterwards became the founder of 
the sect that bore her name. I had never even 
heard of her name before, but my old landlady in- 
formed me that she had been acquainted with her 
for some time, and had often heard of her extensive 
correspondence with ministers and other people on 
religious subjects; and that many religious people 
were in the habit of visiting her. 

" After service, she attended us back to our quar- 
ters at Dowhill, and, after dinner, invited me to her 
lodgings, which were then in the upper flat of an 
old wooden house in the Saltmarket, and were but 
poorly furnished.^ As soon as I went in, she rose 
and conducted me to Glasgow Green, where she laid 
open to my view how the kings and priests of Israel 
became a curse to the people, and how David, by his 
adultery with Bathsheba, occasioned the death of so 
many people, with other parts of Scripture which 1 
knew to be truths so simple and easy to be compre- 
hended, that I wondered I had never seen them before 
in the same light. We parted in the evening, and I 
called, by appointment, again at her house on Monday 

I ** Robert Buchan, her husband, was then a workman at the Delf ■ 
-work, at the Broomielaw."— Struthers' History of the Relief Church of 
Scotland: Glasgow edition, 1843, p. 335. Christian Journal for Jan. 
1835, p. lU. 
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before leaving town, for the purpose of seeing het 
letters of correspondence, which were chiefly with 
minbters of various sects in Banff and Aberdecs- 
shire ; but at that time ^Ir White, the Belief "*»"«H— ' 
at Irvine, was her only one." 

Mr White had shown the communication wbicii 
he had received from Mrs Buchan, to several of hii 
sect, who were so highly pleased with her r^giooi 
views, that they wished to become personally ae* 
quainted with her. Mr White, accordingly, invited 
her to Irvine, where she arrived in 1783, and be- 
came his lodger. The whole sect gave her a very 
welcome reception ; and Mr White, to afford them 
an opportunity of hearing her speak on sacred 
scripture, appointed a day for examining part of hit 
congregation in the church. '^ He made the dark or 
mystical parts of her letters the questions to be an- 
swered, and when this was not done distinctly, ho 
either explained the meaning himself, or applied to 
her to do so; and she was always ready to amat 
either party ; and she did so in a manner that sur- 
prised all her hearers.'^ 

From her heavenly conversation and extraordiniiy 
gifts, they soon began to consider her as a valuablo 
acquisition to their party. Beligion was the ood- 
Btant topic of her conversation. In every company, 
and on all occasions, she introduced it. Her time 
was wholly employed in visiting from house to house, 
in praying and solving doubts, answering questions, 
and in expounding the Scriptures. 

Some of the congregation at length began to 
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entertain doubts of the orthodoxy of her piincdplcs, 
all of which had been imbibed by their minister ; 
they consequently expressed their dissatisfaction at 
bis ministrv, and desired him to dismiss her as a 
dangerous person.^ In a few weeks afterwards she 
left Irvine, but, before her departure, wrote Mr 
White as follows : — 

To tke Bee. Eu^ White, Irrinf, 

Irvine, April 1783. 

•' My dear Child, 

" The Lord's way with you has been like him- 
eelf, wonderful: He may say, Hugh White, you have 
not chosen me, but I have chosen you. Hugh White, 
I have been a witness concerning you of what has 
been written of Jeremiah — that he was sanctified in 
the womb. God, your Heavenly Father, knoweth my 
birth-pains of hea^'enly love have been far surpaaaing 
the love of woman; but, oh come and behold a wonder 
now, I am bigger than ever ! God, for Christ's sake, 
wiU keep me pregnant with his own glory and your 
everlasting happiness, till that thrice-happy day when 

those who sow in tears shall reap in joy 

O ! O ! O ! for thy great name's b%ke, seal homeon 
the heart of Hugh White that most holy admonition 
with everlasting life and power, ^Be thou faithful 
unto the death, and I will give you a crown of life.' 
The Lord now comforts my soul with these words — 
'My servant deals prudently, and shall be very high in 
righteousness.' Arise, my child 1 this mantle belong- 

1 Sir John Sindair'f Statistioa Account, toL tU. pp. 181, IBS, M3. 
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eth unto thee — we also shall be with thee. Be of 
good faith, and do it, — ^there shall be a performanoe 
of all that is promised. Now my dearly beloved, I 
hope you will let no person see this while you live, 
if you can help it, but keep it as a pledge of love^ 
not from me, but from your God and my Gt)d, 
whose will is even your sanctification. I believe in the 
strength of your faith, the increase of your hope, the 
inflammation of your love. May the joy of the 
Lord be your strength, and may his stren^h be 
your joy ! This is the believing prayer and hearty 
desire of her who loves you, and all that concems 
you, next to my Lord and your Lord. I am confi- 
dent he has begun the good work in you, and that 
you will continue it till the day of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. (Signed) Elspath Simpson/' * 

Although Mr White had not then declared Mrs 
Buchan to be really the woman prophesied in the 
Kevelation of St John, yet he boldly affirmed her to 
be a saint of no ordinary description, and the har- 
binger of a light that would unveil the darkness of 
Antichrist, that had long overshadowed the land. 
This delusion, with the blasphemous opinions he had 
imbibed from her, were so very offensive to many of 
his congregation, that they gave him fully to under- 
stand, that, if he persisted in these heterodox opinions. 



I MS. Letter-book, p. 65. Note by Mr Innes.— « This letter 
^Titten in Mr White's own bouse, during the time of her first risit, 
wafl found among other papers left by Mr Whitfc when he went to 
America, and was copied into this book for the purpose of being pre- 
served."— P. 161. 
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a formal charge would be made against him to the 
presbytery, for propagating doctrines so contrary to 
the Confession of Faith . B ut notwithstanding every 
remonstrance that could be made with him on the 
subject, he continued to advocate most strenuously 
the soundness of the faith he had recently adopted.^ 

A paper was accordingly drawn up by the persons 
who opposed his new doctrines, containing what they 
supposed to be her principles ; and he was desired 
to declare if such were his principles also. He ac- 
knowledged they were, and readily subscribed them 
as such. 

An account of Uiese proceedings was, without loss 
of time, forwarded by Mr White to his idol, Mrs 
Buchan ; but this letter, as well as others from him 
to the same person,' being lost, we give the purport 

1 " The leading persons of his congnregation, being diBsatisfied with 
his doctrine, at length sent a deputation to him, earnestly entreating 
him to dismiss Mrs Buchan ; but he was so enamoured of her mystic 
views, that he declared he would sooner cut off his right arm. But 
they need put themselves to no trouble, for if the majority of his 
church was disaatisfled he would go away."— Irvine Relief Session 
Uinutes. 

' It appears from a letter from Mrs Buchan to the Rer. Francis 
Okely of Northampton, that she carried on a weekly correspondence 
with Mr White for four months before she became personally ac- 
quainted with him ; but, unfortunately, all his letters to her appear to 
be irrecorera'bly lost, which is thus accounted for by Mr Innes : — 

" When our Friend Mother came to Irvine, she brought with her a 
little hand.trunk filled with letters from various ministers and reli- 
gious societies in the north of En^Utnd, and with many ft>om Mr 
White. Although our departure from various places was sudden and 
unexpected, she managed to preserve the little hand-trunk, with its 
contents, till we came to Auchengibbert. She then evidently became 
more careless about her letters ; and whilst she was with us, we never 
minded them. Many of Mr White's letters lay am<HBg the papers of 
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of it as related by Mr Innes : — *' He informed her 
by letter of the opposition he had met with amoDg 
the members of his oong^gation, after he had left 
Irvine; stating the truths they had attempted to 
condemn, and how he had confuted them with eiaa 
•—equal to John Knox when contending with Papists 
— and how he saw the world at that day invc^ved in 
darkness, nothing inferior to Popery, and that he 
thought his clerical brethren would quit a wrong 
cause as soon as it was laid before them how mis- 
taken they had been — a thing he had little doabt of 
being able to perform." 

Possessed of Uttle worldly experience, and feeling 
merely as a young Christian, that he had no desire 
to reject a conviction of truth, Mr White seems to 
have supposed that all others would act under a 
similar feeling, and that his enemies would yield and 
join hb standard as they did that of John Knos. 
But he did not see how far his situation differed from 
that of the Scottish Reformer. John Knox opposed 
Popery with a true description of its evils, but he 
did not do so single-handed: all the disafiected 
barons of Scotland were ready to join him, and, like 
the barons of Germany and England, to grasp at the 
wealth of the Popish clergy, that they might add 
the lands of the Catholic church to their own. If 
Mr White, therefore, expected a victory such as 



tlM society, in mj dnwen, tin the year 183S, when, being very ID 
of the infloensa, and not expecting to recover, I bnmed them all^ to 
&*Te my execatort trouble, with many other documents which I now 
find would haTe been highly prised by you.** 
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and the day-star hath risen in our hearts — and 
happy are they who are alive to God. 

" But, my dear, let me chide you in love for writing 
me such short letters. You did not write any thing 
about Bell and the dear child.^ I have received 
several letters this week from various individuals of 
the flock of which the Holy Ghost has made you 
overseer ; and I cannot but comfort you with this — 
that I think the Lord b blessing your labour of love. 
A minister that has access to God by faith and by the 
spirit, is a greater blessing than many are sensible 
of. O happy are the people that hear the joyful sound 
and know it — ^they shall enter by the gates into the 
eternal city ! Some of your people have refreshed 
my soul with the glad tidings that have been amongst 
you for these two Sabbaths. You will never find 
Christ worse than he has been — he will do still 

better to you than at the beginning 

How can they desire to leave this world, who know 
nothing of another world but by hearsay — such 
persons know nothing of Christ. I wonder how the 
professors of this age pretend to know God, when 

they do not keep his commandments 

Old things are done away with, and all things are 
become new — all that is mine is thine. So no more 
at present from your loving sister in the Lord. 

(Signed) "Elspath Simpson. 

« To the Kev. Hugh White, Irvine." 

I Mrs White, and a child which she had dnriBg the time that Mrs 
B. visited her. 
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!Mr Innes was informed of the opposition raised 
against Mr White in Irvine, and that he was to be 
tried by the presbytery, for heresy, at Glasgow — at 
which trial it appears Mrs Buchan wished Mr Innes 
to be present. 

<< Glasgow, 17th Jane 1783. 

" My vebt dear Friend, 

** I received a very few lines from you under 
cover, with a letter to deliver to Mr Pitcairn at the 
college. I was disappointed at my name not being 
even mentioned in Mr Pitcaim's letter. I would 
not have served you so — God is my witness. But I 
do not write to give you trouble — ^for your sorrow is 
my sorrow, and your joy is my joy ; but if you knew 
how much you are on my mind, you would have 
wrote me another kind of a letter. You are not 
only on my spirit before the Lord, but you are 
carried in the arms of my godly friends in Irvine, 
who are rapidly growing in grace and in the know- 
ledge of Jesus Christ. My desire of seeing you 
is much increased. Mr Stewart of Anderston will 
have his communion at the usual time, at which 
there will be some of my acquaintances from Irvine ; 
and they have written me, that they would be happy 
to see you ; and, indeed, I think it would be for 
your advantage to come. Let me know, by post, if 
you resolve on coming. 

" My dear, I wish to be plain with you. There 
are several things in John Pitcairn's letter from you, 
which I did not like, and could not approve of. I 
would ask you one question : — Did there ever any 
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grace grow in the garden of corrupt nature ? Surely 

not The dead and the living have no 

communication together; and this I can say hy 
experience, for if my life and conversation be as dis- 
agreeable to the world as theirs is to me, no wonder 
they are weary of me. I thank God that the act 
of his justification freed me from the condemning 
power of sin, and the act of adoption freed me from 
the state of sin — they that are born of God, cannot 
sin. I am a living witness to that precious truth ; 
but I have no more hand in my sanctification, than I 
have in my justification or adoption. If I could be 
taken up above the sun of this world, and, when 
looking down, was asked what I saw, I would an- 
swer-^I saw this pit of sin and corruption in which 
we now live, and in which Jesus died, that I might 
be delivered from the bondage of corruption upon 

honourable terms 

" My dear, I hope you will consider these things. 
I cannot write so full about them as I would like to 
do, I have so little time. This is the eighth letter I 
have answered this week, and it is only Thursday 
yet. I write the most of my letters in thenight- 
time, for I cannot bear any disturbance. I recom- 
mend you to God — pray for Jerusalem — pray for 
your loving sister in Christ — ^Elspath Simpson.* 

" To Mr Andrew Innes." 

Mr Innes was so proud of this letter, that he 
shewed it to all his acquaintances ; and, notwithstand- 

> MS. Letter-book, pp. 47, 48| 49, 50. 
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ing the most strenuous remonstrances on the part of 
his friends and relations, ho resolved to proceed to 
Glasgow at the time appointed, of which he apprised 
Mrs Buchan by post. To thb communication she 
alludes, in the following letter to Mrs White : — 

** GlMgow, Jone 1783. 

" Dearest of Sisters, 

" You have a goodly heritage, a large charter, 
and good security for it. You have God your 
father-in-law, and your everlasting husband Jesus 
Christ. He has given you a back-bond signed and 
sealed with his own blood. Your privileges are great, 
and your benefits many — yea, the Lord will be 
better and better to you every day 

*^ The Lord wants, above all things, that we would 
live at his royal expense — he is a liberal landlord — 
a bountiful giver. Let us walk fast — for we walk by 
faith, not by sight. Though we should be led in the 
dark, as to our lot in Providence let us not fear, for 
the government is upon the shoulders of King Jesus, 
and the key is at his side, upon his golden girdle. 
Believe me, my dear love, there is nothing in glory, 
grace, or providence, but what is on your side. Al- 
though hell and earth, men and devils, be raging 
against us, they can only rage on their own ground, 
and cannot harm us 

" Tell my dear sister, Mrs Hunter, that her letter 
had no fault but one — it was too short ; but I hope 
her next will be longer. Let humble holy Magda- 
line kno'AT that I long to see her. I daresay the . 
devil has no memory of me in Irvine — he has enough 
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to do there without me — ^let him rage on — his time 
18 now short ; but he is up in other places also — uid 
the people are so blind and ignorant, that they lay 
the blame to my charge — so that you need not be 
surprised although you should hear of my being 
brought to trial for turning the world upside down. 
" I have sent you another, which I received from 
Andrew Innes, to let you see how the devil, in flesh 
and blood, is up in arms against him. I beg your, 
sympathy in faith and love towards him, and put 
others in mind of it also — Yours for ever in the 
Lord, Elspath Simpson." 

On the morning of the trial, Mrs Buchan thus 
writes to the Rev. Hugh TMiite : — 

*" Glasgow, 28th June 1783. 

" My very dear Brother in tub Lord Jesus 
(yHRiST, — ^With what pleasure do I think of you and 
write to you, whom the whole Trinity has loved 
with an everlasting love. You are on the Lord's 
side, therefore the enemies of the Lord are up in 
arms against you ; but go you forward, fear not, for 

the Breaker is come up before them You 

are now looking so high to Jesus, that you are out of 
sight of yourself ; and it matters not though your 
soul and body never have any communion with self. 
I am here like a pelican in the wilderness. The 
people are as much afraid of me as if I had the 
plague, or as if I would rob them of life. 
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'' Believe me, it is exceedingly joyful to me to see 
the fruits of my prayers of faith in you, and the 
effects of your labour of love. Whatever thou shalt 
ask in my name, thou shalt receive it. The great / 
am will keep you like the apple of his eye. — Your 
sister in Christ, Elspath SiMPaos." * 

Mr White's real friends saw his situation at this 
time, in quite a different light from the frenzied 
view taken of it by Mrs Buchan. He was a native 
of Stirlingshire, had been professor of logic in an 
American college, and was accounted a most pro- 
found theologian. His fame as a preacher of the 
gospel was known in this country, and on the death 
of Mr Jack, first minister of the Relief congregation 
in Irvine, he received a " call " from that body to be 
pastor, which he accepted. After the commence- 
ment of his acquantance with Mrs Buchan, her 
marvels appear to have overthrown, as if by magic, 
all his former erudition, and to have turned his 
thoughts into another channel.* To account for 
this sudden change in the opinions and deportment 
of Mr White, the populace supposed that Luckie 
Buchan was skilled in the *^ black art," and that she 
was in union and communion with the devil. 

At the period of his trial, Mr White had a young 
wife and two children, one only three months, and 

1 MS. Letter-book, pp. 50, 51. 

3 Forsyth's Beauties of Scotland, Edin. 1805, vol. il, pp 510, 519. 

i MS. Diary, p. 168. 



32 THE BUCnANITBS. 

the other Dot more than two years old. These con- 
siderations induced many persons interested in his 
welfare, to expostulate on the troubles and hardships 
to which he might expose himself and hb family, by 
continuing to support dogmas which had never been 
recognised by any Christian community* But he 
heard them as if he heard them not — his trial pro- 
ceeded — and his clerical brethren were obliged to 
eject him from his ministry. 

However distressing this juncture in the life of 
Mr White might have been to his relations and 
friends, it was far otherwise to the crafty woman 
by whom he was so unaccountably misled. 

The charges against Mr White were at length 
formally presented to the presbytery on dOth June 
1783, but are not engrossed in the minutes. Mr 
White does not appear to have been present at that 
meeting of the presbytery, as Mrs Buchan writes 
him next day, — 

" Glasgow, Ist July 1783. 

'' Mt beloved dear Brother in and neab to 
OUR beloved Lord, — You are now appearing to be 
the child of another family — an heir of a kingdom 
that is not of this world — if you were of the world, the 
world would love its own ; but because you are not of 
the world, the world hates you. I hope you know 
that your Holy Father will deal justly with men and 
with devils ; he will let them put all their laws in 
force, and vent their malice, but it is not you they 
have engaged — though they vainly imagine so — it is 
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no less than the whole powers of heaven they have 
presumed to engage 

** Many a love-letter has gone between you and 
me, but I bless our lovely Lord that the one dated 
yesterday is the sweetest in its nature that I ever re- 
ceived from you. I have been in more than ordinary 
heaviness to see so many at this time rushing against 
Jehovah's buckler. Tou are apprehended because 
you appear in strange apparel, but join me in praise 
and thanksgiving that they cannot strip you of any 
thing that you have from Christ — and, if they think 
you have any thing of theirs, they may try and take 
it from you and go their way — ^you can well spare 
it — having enough in the new covenant. 

" Tou are bom of the Spirit, and of blood, and of 
water. You resemble the son of a king, for a heroic 
spirit and a noble mind ; and this is like to put your 
enemies distracted. Poor short-sighted creatures, 
they see nothing on the other side of death — they 
think that I have done all this — and many are pray- 
ing that you had never seen me ; but I am sure if 
they knew how happy I would be to spend my last 
breath and the last drop of my blood for Hugh White, 
they would not give themselves so much trouble. 
They say I am the most dangerous person that 
ever came to this place — they think they cannot live 
if I remain among them. They are like the Jews, 
they will not have the Saviour that is come, but 
they will have one that is to come 

** I am happy to think that you are so well prepared 
for this stroke; but it will do you no harm; for 

c 
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although the whole course of nature was set on fire, 
it would not singe one hair of your head. • . • 
It is no strange thing that has happened to you — 
fear not, your enemies are only strong on their own 
ground, and they have it only for a short time — ^they 
know nothing of your joy, and you know nothing of 
their sorrow ; for, as you once wrote to me, * When 
saints begin endless praises — sinners begin fruitless 
prayers.' 

" Give my love in the Lord to Mr and Mrs 
Hunter ; ^ may the Lord bless them, and cause his 
face to shine on them, and I firmly believe they shall 
have perfect peace. They are a great comfort to 
me, because I believe they are a great comfort to 
you. I have been greatly favoured by Magdaline's 
company, but I part with her that she may be a com- 
fort to you, for I could carry your cross till you and 
I be within the gates of Heaven. I expect in kind 
Providence to see you soon, and therein I rejoice. 

''Now unto him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood, be praise, and 
honour, and glory, from henceforth and for ever- 
more, Amen. — ^Your loving sister in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, Elspath Simpson. 

** To the Rev. Hugh White, Irrine. 

"P.S. — I beg the favour of you, that the night you 
receive this letter, which will be on Thursday, that 

1 *< 1 distmctly remember a gentleman of the name of Hunter, a 
writer in Irvine, who was one of Mrs Buchan's most devoted ad- 
herents." — Letter from the Rev. John Richmond, minister of Soatb- 
dean, in Roxburghshire. Mr Hunter was a slender, little, crooked- 
backed man. 
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you will read, in family worship, the 4th chapter of 
Jeremiah, and sing the 61st Psalm ; and, if it be 
possible, begin exactly at ten o'clock; and in the 
joy of the Lord, although absent in body, I hope to 
join you ; and when you come to the 19th verse, 
mind these words, " My bowels, my bowels ! I am 
pained at my very heart. My heart maketh a noise 
in me. I cannot hold my peace, because thou hast 
heard, O my soul, the sound of the trumpet, the 
alarm of war.** ^ 

She wrote also, on 1st July, to Mrs White, — 

" My beloved and veryd ear Sister, 

" Your letter gave me joy and gladness — what 
a blessing it is that the love of God was shed abroad 
in your heart before the flood of enmity appeared I 
I hope you neither fear your enemies, nor fret 
against them as evil-doers : Fret not thyself un- 
quietly, nor hatred bear to them that work iniquity, 
for even like unto the grass shall they soon be cut 
down. Set thou thy trust on the Lord, and be thou 
doing good, so thou shalt dwell upon the land, and 
verily shalt have food. My soul has good cause 
to rejoice in the Lord, at the agreeable news that 
your friends and mine gave of you. Fear nothing 
but God in love, and you shall have nothing else to 
fear. Now may the good- will of Him who dwelt in 

1 MS. Letter.book, pp. 55, 56, 57, 58, 59. 
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the bush, be with you and all that concerns yotu 
Forget not me, for I cannot forget you and yours. 

" Elspath Simpson." * 

'* A meeting of the presbytery was specially called 
on 8th July 1783, to consider the charges contain- 
ed in the petition of the people of Irvine against Mr 
White ; but, though it is mentioned that the sede- 
runt was long, the minutes are certainly exceedingly 
short. The only thing I can gather from them is, 
that Mr White did not believe the Old Testament 
Saints to be the Temples of the Spirit — ^but the 
documents you refer to are not recorded. They 
would no doubt be preserved for a while by the 
clerk ; but I think they must long ago have been 
destroyed." * This meeting was adjourned to the 
8th August following, when the business was finally 
settled — Mr White having been found to entertain 
a number of sentiments contrary to Scripture, the 
sentence of suspension was unanimously carried 
against him. 

Mr Innes, according to promise, visited Mrs 
Buchan at Glasgow, exactly at this time, and gives 
the following account of the proceedings against Mr 

1 MS. Letter.book, p. 63. 

2 Letter from the Rev. Williftm Lindtay, dated 8th February 1840. 
" From the terms of the libel against Mr White, we learn that, by him, 
and, as we infer, by her, it was held, Jlrgtf that sin does not adhere to 
the believer ; gecondlyfihaA Christ tasted death for all men; aadlkMBfff 
that whilst the bodies of saints, under the New Testament, are the 
temples of the Holy Ghost, the saints, under the Old Testament, were 
not faroored with this distinction." — Statistical Account of Seotlaiid : 
Irvine, Ayrshire. Edition 1842. 
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White : — " I called at Mrs Buchan's lodgings in the 
Saltmarkety but found her apartment so crowded 
with people from Irvine, that for a short time I could 
scarcely get so near her as to apprise her of my 
arrival. It being the Saturday of the sacrament, I 
accompanied her to Anderston, and heard sermon 
in the churchyard there : the crowd being so great, I 
lost sight of her. But after sermon, having obsen'ef 1 
me engaged in a dispute with a man from Irvine, 
whom she knew to be an enemy of Mr WTiite's, she 
came forward, and taking my part of the argument, 
confuted him in all he could advance, so quickly, that 
I was quite surprised. As she had so many visitors 
from Irvine, I did not see her again till Monday^ 
when I called at her house, and went with her to 
heu* Mr White's trial, which was to take place that 
day in Mr Bell's meeting-house, before the presby- 
tery. The meeting-house being crowded to excess, 
I could not get so near to the assembled ministers as 
to hear the words distinctly of such as spoke in Mr 
White's case ; but, there being no opposition to it, he 
was suspended from his office in the ministry by the 
unanimous voice of the whole presbytery." 

As soon as the doors of the church were closed 
against Mr White, several of his old congregation 
rallied round him, clinging at the same time to his 
new doctrine. The most influential and zealous of 
these persons, were Mr Peter Hunter, writer and 
town-clerk in Irvine, and John Gibson, builder 
there. Many individuals of both sexes followed in 
their wake. Mrs Buchan had informed them of the 
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apocalypse that induced her to travel from sea to sea, 
for the fulfilment of that holy revelation* But though 
thus employed for nearly ten years, she confessed 
that she had heen only a gazing-stock to the people, 
and the butt of the Devil's wrath. No person was so 
impressed with the belief of her divine mission, as to 
follow her from Banffshire ; nor, after her departure 
from her native place, did the whimsies advanced by 
her disturb in the slightest degree the order of any 
community. In Glasgow the only convert she ap- 
pears to have made was Andrew Innes, to whose 
narrative I again revert, in order to show the forma- 
tion of the Buchanite society in all its bearings : — 

*' I called at the lodgings of Mrs Buchan, as she 
was commonly named, by appointment, the morning 
after Mr White's trial; the Irvine people were all 
s^one except Mrs Gibson, and as I was about to re- 
turn home, Mrs Buchan and Mrs Gibson agreed to 
convoy me out of town, but they walked with me 
all the way to Kirkintulloch before I parted with 
them. In a few days after my arrivfd at Muthill, I 
received a letter from Mrs Gibson, from Irvine, in- 
forming me that a niunber of Mr White's friends there 
had advised him to send for Mrs Buchan, who had 
arrived, and was very anxious that I should cast my 
lot amongst them. This I soon resolved to do, al- 
though most violehtly opposed by my mother and 
many of my friends ; but my sister Margaret having 
assisted me privately with some small necessaries 
which I required, I set out for Irvine, and arrived 
there on the second day after leaving Muthill, and 
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Owr Friend Mother in the Lord, as she was hence- 
forth called, gave me a very welcome reception." 

Mr White at that time preached in his own gar- 
den, but his hearers were often disturbed by evil- 
disposed persons throwing stones and bricks among 
them, which forced him to discontinue his preaching 
there, and his own house thenceforth became the 
tabernacle of the new religion. These meetings are 
thus described by Mr Innes : — 

" When we went at night to Mr White's house, 
She (Mrs Buchan) always rose and took us by the 
hand, and inquired if we got in imhurt, and if so, we 
were desired to take a seat, and she commonly stood 
before us : it was all the same to her whether it was 
male or female, she repeated all that had passed 
through the day. If Mr White happened to be en- 
gaged in dispute with any of the town's-people, who 
were commonly the relations of some of his friends, 
she would point to any one that came in during that 
time to take a seat, and she seldom interrupted him, 
unless referred to in the dispute ; but if the strangers 
went away before we did, she commonly caused some 
person to stand before her, and to him she directed 
the whole of the points of the disputed subject, 
making them, as she went along, as clear as a sun- 
beam. At parting she shook hands with every indi- 
vidual, and Mr White did so also. 

" The room was always crowded to excess ; and the 
enemies sometimes remained after the public service 
was over, to contend about disputed points of 
doctrine, from which no good resulted to either 
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party. The friends and relations of those wlio had 
become members of the society in Irvine, were, like 
mine, determined to throw every possible intermp- 
tion in their way. Customers had deserted mer- 
chants who had become members of the society; 
tradesmen, labourers, were thrown out of employ- 
ment ; parents were set against their children, and 
children against their parents, servants against their 
masters, and masters against their servants, and 
drunken sailors were encouraged to watch and molest 
every person about to enter Mr White's house In 
the evenings ; and this practice not being discour- 
aged by the magistrates, they grew the longer the 
more presumptuous, till at last they attacked the 
doors and windows with sticks and stones, and when 
he applied to the magistrates for protection, he was 
only told to send away that offensive woman, and the 
people would be as quiet as formerly." 

For greater privacy, they subsequently met at 
night in the house of Mr Hunter, but their meetings 
there being discovered also, and the indignation of 
the populace being roused by the reports circulated 
of their doctrines and manner of worship, the doors 
and windows were demolished,^ and Mrs Buchan, 
endeavouring to escape from the fury of the mob by 
a back way, was intercepted. She was accompanied 
by Mr Gibson, a very strong man, who, when one 
of the rabble was about to lay violent hands on her, 
grasped her round the waist with his arms, and 
would not part with her till a drunken fellow cut 

1 statistical Account, by Sir John Sinclair, toI. yii. 
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one of his hands with a jocteleg. A general shout 
of joy was instantly raised for the capture of the 
witch-wife who had " cast her glaumery" over the 
minister.^ After dragging her through all the 
streets of the town, nearly in a state of nudity, many 
w^e for ducking her in the river, but the majority 
was for hounding her home to her husband, to the 
sound of an old tin kettle ! and they actually trailed 
her to Stewarton, a village eight miles distant from 
Irvine, on the road to Glasgow. Andrew Innes 
says : — " Mr White and I, concealed by the darknosH 
of the night, followed at a short distance all the way. 
We heard them anon insult her about her feigned 
attachment to Christ. They would raise her up as 
high as they could> calling aloud for hen to fly now to 
heaven like Enoch or Elijah, at the same time letting 
her drop to the ground, exclaiming, ' She cannot fly 
yet, we must take her on a little further, and try her 
again !' When they came to a bridge at Stewarton, 
they took her to the ledge, for the purpose of throw- 
ing her into the river, and would have done so, had 
not one of the party opposed them, saying, * She has 
done us no personal harm, therefore we will not kill 
her outright — let her husband do that if he pleases 
when he gets her home/ This timely interposition 
seemed to divert them from their intention of drown- 
ing her. As they dragged her into Stewarton, the 
noise which they made in the street caused the 
people to come running out, many with candles in 
their hands ; the crowd soon became very great, and 

1 Appendix, Note 1. 
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the night being very dark, they lost sight of her 
suddenly, nor could they find her again. 

" Mr White and I went on the Glasgow road t 
short way, supposing that she might have proceeded 
in that direction, but not finding her, and the night 
continuing to be very sleety, we returned home. By 
the way we were recognised by difierent straggling 
parties retiuming to Irvine, who grossly insulted ufl^ 
but did not attempt to lay violent hands on us* 

** We were, with Mr and Il^Irs Gibson and a few 
others, assembled in Mr White's parlour, moumiiig 
for her loss, and the opinion was gaining ground 
among us that she had actually ascended to heaven, 
when in she stepped in the grey of the morning, in 
a most pitiable plight : she was bare-headed, bare- 
footed, with scarcely a rag to cover her nakedness, 
and all her person covered with blood ; yet she was 
cheerful, and said, ' I suffer all this freely, for the 
sake of those I love.' 

'* On escaping from the hands of her enemies at 
Stewarton, she made her way back to Irvine, by 
climbing over dykes and squeezing through hedges, 
not daring to keep the public road, lest they might 
be in pursuit of her. All present considered the 
presence of a surgeon necessary, but were afraid to 
send for one, lest it might lead to a discovery of her 
return. Mrs Gibson therefore washed and dressed 
her wounds, and, when she was put to bed, we each 
retired to our respective places of abode. 

" In the afternoon, when I thought she would be 
somewhat recovered, I went a^ain to Mr White's 



THE BUCHAOTTES. 43 

house, where mostly all our friends were assemhled* 
This was the signal for another attack. The street 
was soon crowded, the doors and windows were 
battered with stones, and attempts were made to force 
the doors. The magistrates convened and sent for 
Mr Hunter, and told him, after a great deal of discus- 
sion, that the offensive woman must be immediate- 
ly removed, otherwise both lives and property would 
be destroyed. Seeing no other thing would do, Mr 
Hunter engaged a man with a horse and cart to take 
her to Glasgow. Mrs Gibson volunteered to attend 
her there, and act as sick-nurse till she recovered, 
and I was appointed to accompany them, for the 
purpose of bringing back the news of their arrival. 
Many of the Irvine people followed us for several 
miles, cursing us all the way, and threatening, that 
if ever she returned again, they would certainly kill 
her. When night came on, they returned, and we 
reached Glasgow, before day-break next morning, in 
peace.'* 

It appears from one of Mrs Buchan's letters, that 
some persons in Banffshire, who took an interest in 
her welfare, feared that, in following out her religious 
pursuits, she would neglect the interests of her family ; 
and their apprehensions appear to have been well 
founded. She was too much occupied with spiritual 
concerns, to pay any attention to household affairs. 
She received so many visitors in Glasgow, that her 
husband was reduced to abject poverty, by the ex- 
tension of her hospitality to crowds of persons who 
were utter strangers to him. 'WYvew ^iviX. wxX. ^\ 
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Irvine, she was not possessed of coin even to the 
amount of a shilling. Andrew Innes gave her his 
watch, which he understood she pawned for a few 
shillings to supply her immediate wants, but when 
she received a further supply from her more wealthy 
adherents, she redeemed the pledge, and returned it 
to its proper owner. 

As soon as she had somewhat recovered from the 
injuries she had received, she wrote to Mr Gibson : — 

** Glasgow, 31tt October 1783. 

" My dearest beloved child in the bowels of Gt)d, 
Son of Jesus Christ, in whom the whole family of 
our Lord, both in heaven and on earth, is named, in 
this station and relation, I have loved thee, and 
will love thee, world without end. With tears of joy 
I think of your love in the Lord for me amidst the 
generation of vipers, &c. 

*' In tribulation let us rejoice in the true way, 
where there is no destroyer — for the destroyers of 
this world are all coming against us like bulb of 
Bashan, with their mouths wide open, to devour all 
that come in their way ; but my joy is to suffer — ^for 
my elder brother Jesus Christ was made perfect by 
suffering. . • • 

" Give my love in Jesus to my dear Mr White, 
and to your nephew John Stephenson. I cannot 
forget him in fiedth and love. I wrote more than I 
intended, but I shall wrap it up in your wife's letter. 
This from your sister in the Lord, 

" Elspath Simpson.'* 
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Friends from Irvine visited her almost daily in 
Glasgow, to whom she expressed the strongest desire 
to return again to Irvine, notwithstanding the usage 
she had recently received ; but some of her friends 
were averse to her making what they regarded as 
a hazardous attempt, considering the state of the 
public feeling there against her. Having received a 
letter of invitation to go to MuthiU, it was conse- 
quently arranged that she should go to Perthshire, 
and be accompanied by Andrew Innes, for the pur- 
pose of introducing her to his friends. Immediately 
before her departure, she wrote thus to Mrs Muir of 
Irvine : — 

" OlMgow, NoT«mber 1783. 

" Oh, my dearly beloved, I cannot write with dry 
cheeks. The thought that I have to go further 
from you, is like to burst my heart ; my grief la now 
overflowing ; but it is well that I am aware of new 
wine having been put into now bottles. I thought 
to have seen you on Saturday evening, [the night of 
the riot, when she was put out of the town,] and to 
have spent the night with you in Mr White's house ; 
but I have not the least reluctance at my sufferings 
there ; they are now to me no more than a dream, 
or a tale that is told. All my joy is yet in Irvine. 
I do not fear any more attacks of the same kind, fur 
I have been baptized into Christ, and I shall be like 
him in his resurrection 

" I would have wrote you more, but I am desirous 
to speak to my friends, who have come here to the 
communion, as mv^h as possible. I tvish to improve 
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every moment of my time, for you know there is no 
work or device in the gra/ve, whither we are all hasten- 
ing, . . . Perhaps this letter may trouble you, 
but I must vent my grief. You may let Mr White 
see it, but it is not to be eommoo among all my 
friends. — Your sister in Gkxi, 

" Elspath Simpson. ^ 
" P.S. — My dear, I will long more for an answ^ 
to this letter than ever I did for any, for I see that 
Satan is trying to sift you ; but you have an advoeate 
with the Father, even Jesus Christ. Look up to 
him, and be ye saved, for he is God, and there is 
nothing too hard for him to do, only he wdl not go 
out of his way." 

Mrs Gibson, who carried the preceding conununi- 
cation to Irvine, was ^o the bearer of the following 
letter to Mrs Muir's uncle, who had become one of 
the Friend Mother's most violent enemies : — 

To Mr Hugh AUen, Irvine. 

** Glasgow, Nov. 178S. 

"Dearly Beloved, 

" God the Father delights to show mercy to 
all men; yea, even to the chief of sinners. My 
heart feels for you, my eyes weep for you, lest 
you be swallowed by the devil. I was not a little 
surprised when I heard of your proceedings against 
me; yet I still covered your conduct with the 
most favourable construction that your actions 

1 MS. Letter.book, pp. 71, 73. 
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would admit of; for when it was represented to me 
that you were really about to take my life ; still I 
said, surely that cannot be his intention, as I was 
not aware of ever having done you any harm ; and 
besides, the last time I saw you I was treated with 
more kindness than a cup of cold water, and that in 
the name of a disciple ; therefore I will render thee 
blessing for cursing. You may call my affirming 
that I belong to God, blasphemy ; but, seeing that 
such has been the accusation against the godly in all 
ages, I think nothing of it. I keep a record of all 
the good I receive from any person, but I never 
mind the evils—the winds carry them away like 
chaff. — ^Yours, &c. Elspath Simp80N." 

. Mrs Lines had arrived at Irvine on the evening of 
the riot, whither she had gone, in the hope of per- 
suading her son Andrew to return home. She was 
now happy in the thought of his doing so, even in 
the company of Mother Buchan. On her return to 
Muthill, she related all that had befallen that luck- 
less lady in Irvine, and of her removal to Glasgow, 
which induced Duncan Eobertson, a pious wheel- 
wright in Muthill, to send her the letter of invita- 
tion before-mentioned) to become his guest as soon 
as she was able to undertake the journey. This 
being in accordance with the wishes of her friends 
in Irvine, she acquainted him with her intention of 
accepting his kind offer, and named the day she 
intended leaving Glasgow. 

Relying on this intimation, Duncan sent a riding- 
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horse to meet her at Elilsyth, and assist her on ha 
journey; but having been detained a day longe 
there than she expected, she did not arrive there ii 
time to benefit by his kindness. 

Mr Innes, in his narrative, gives a detailed accoun 
of her journey from Glasgow to Muthill, but in thi 
instance I prefer her own words : — 

To the Bev. Hugh White, Irvine. 

<' MutbiU, 16th Not. 1783. 

^* My dearest dear, 

*^ I left Glasgow on Thursday morning, on fool 
with Andrew Innes, and arrived here on Frida; 
evening. I stood it out pretty well till I had passec 
Stirling. I then began to be so heavy in spirits a 
being removed so far from Irvine, that I was like t< 
lose all bodily strength. I said nothing of ibis t 
Andrew, but I daresay he saw it in my looks. '. 
must remark, however, an instance of kind Provi 
dence. There came up a coach and four horses 
the coachman stopped the horses after they wer< 
past us, and the coach being empty, he with grea 
cheerfulness gave us a seat in it, and took us all th< 
way to Muthill, where we were received in the mosi 
friendly manner. Any fruit that is appearing here 
is like what was in your little vineyard at Irvine 
They are thirsting for the water of life, and the] 
receive it greedily, .... 

^' 1 have conversed with some of your relations 
and they heard me with seeming patience; the] 
showed the greatest fondness to see you here, an( 
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some here wish tou to remove with toot iamHv to 
this place^ to remain all winter; bat at this I am 
silent, for I cannot think of voor leaving toot little 
society, for I love vou and all voor concerns. . . 
. Let me vent my passion on voar wife and 
sweet babes. O for a sieht of ^Ir and Mr? Hant«r ! 
I would then tell them about the terrors fA the night, 
and the arrows that flv bv dav. of which thev are 
so much afraid. Give mv fond love in faith to Mr 

m 

and Mrs Garvin — thev are mv debtors both in lo^e 
and letters ; to James Stewart and his wife, to 
William Lindsay and his wife, to Elizabeth Dunlop, 
Thomas Niel, Eeatv and John Gardner, John Brv- 
den, Janet Carr, Johnv Henderson. Jeanv Watt, 
and my loving friend Agness Wylie. and to 3Ir> 
Young. My concern for her is, and has been, ycry 
great. O! that she may mind that time is short 
and eternity long. Give my love in the Lord to 
Mary Douglas and her brother. We have just re- 
ceived a letter from Mrs Gibson, which gives u* 
great joy. / am happy to hear that she hat given a 
Bin of Divorcement to herself. 

** Andrew Lines's mother has her love to vou, anrl 
nothing will satisfy her but having you and your 
frunily here. She says, if you cannot come here, she 
will go to you. — Farewell, my dearest in the Lord ; 
all that is mine is thine. 

" Elspatii Simpson. 

" P.S. 20th iVor.— My body is loaded with a great 
eoldy but my senses are like pipes of new wine, all 
running from a free fountain. If the weather holds 
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good, I trust you will make no delay in coming here 
whUe the edge is on the peoples minds. As to re- 
moving your family, you need say Utile about that 
till you come here yourself. I am happy to hear, from 
Magdaline's letter to Andrew Innes, that you got safe 
home. Mrs Muir sent a letter to Andrew Innes, 
upbraiding me of drunkenness. I cannot understand 
what she means. She says I am a woman grieved in 
spirit, and cannot be comforted." 

Mr Innes, in his note on this communication, says, 
'' I was the bearer of this letter to Mr White, whidi 
he immediately obeyed. He, James Stewart, Agnes 
Wylie, and myself, set out from Irvine on foot in the 
latter end of November, and arrived at Muthill, a 
distance of seventy-six miles, in two days." 

As soon as Mrs Buchan received an explanation of 
the charges complained of in her last letter to Mrs 
White, she wrote to Mrs Muir again in a more friendly 
.strain than usual, — 

<« Muthill, November 1783. 

*' My dear, 

'' You say my love for you is not so ardent as 
you could wish — my love to you is not flashy, nor of 
a fleeting nature — I cannot love to-day and hate to- 
morrow ; indeed, I am loaded with love to the saints 
in Irvine, for my delight and pleasure is there, and 
no wonder, for they and I shall rejoice together world 
without end. Nothing can satisfy me till I see you 
all face to face, for it is Satan's plot to keep us 
asunder. I have received many letters from my dear 
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friends in Irvine, but the most agreeable I ever re- 
ceived in the course of my pilgrimage, was from Mr 
James Garvin, and, on his account, I will praise, 
bless, magnify, and adore the fulness of a Oodhea<l, 
in time and in eternity, for waiting on him, and 
drawing him from the depth of black nature, an<l 
landing him on new covenant ground. Give the love 
of Christ Jesus that is manifest in my body to him, 
and give him this for his comfort, he is created again 
in Christ Jesus in righteousness and true holiness, 

^' I am certain I afflicted you by the account I 
gave you of my grieved spirit, but I am no better 
yet, nor can I get it concealed — ^it is very distressing 
to my friends. There are not a few young creatures 
here that have some breathings of love, but they are 
like to be choked with ignorance. There is a great 
desire, and a great need of Mr White here. They 
say the ministers are shaking for fear of his coming. 

** I hear that you have no view of a house and 
shop for the ensuing year. Leave thy lot to God, 
for he careth for thee, and you must learn obedience 
by sufferings. It seems you have been grieved for 
writing in such a style to Andrew Innes concerning 
me ; but take no notice of that, for I never mind any 
person's disrespect for me. I have met with many 
acts of kindness from you, which I never will forget 
— GKve my love to Peggy and Annie Buchan, and 
to all my loving friends. 

" Elspath Simpson.*'^ 

1 MS. Letter-book, p. 71. 
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The eomincnt of Mr Innes on this letter is in these 
words : — " Mr Garvin was deacon of the squaremen 
corporation of Irvine, and carried on an extensive 
business in his line. He had been always only a luke- 
warm attendant at our meetings : his conscience would 
not permit him to bo an enemy, and the fear of losing 
his trade prevented his making a pubUc declaration 
of his faith, but his letter had revived her hopes of 
his persevering. She, however, was disappointed, as 
he still continued in the same lukewarm state, for he 
never left Irvine to join the society. 

" Mrs Muir was to be deprived of her shop and 
dwelling-house for her attention to our Friend 
Mother, and her friendship for Mr White and his 
family. Mrs Buchan's old daughter, Peggy, after- 
wards Mrs Saunders, had been servant to Mr White 
from the time Friend Mother first visited Irvine. 
Her youngest daughter, Anne, afterwards Mrs Gk)l- 
dic, had also been some time in Ir^^ne. These are 
the young women whom she afterwards gave out to 
be — ' one an incarnation of Christ, and the other of 
the Holy Ghost.' "^ 

Mr White accepted the invitation to Muthill, but 
was not so kindly received there as his female fore- 
runner had been. " During my absence," continues 
Innes, " Friend Mother had visited my old aunt, to 
whom my sister was sick-nurse, without being mo- 
lested or insulted ; but the parish minister, a Mr 
Scott, appointed a day of visiting in the village, and 

1 Trial of the Rev. Edward Irving, edited by the Rev.Dr Dnnean of 
Ruthwell. Dumfries edition, 1837, p. 106. 
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set them all in fear for the safety of the establibhe*! 
religion, and for the Confession of Faith, which their 
forefathers had sealed with their bloods He hir^m'jW 
advised them to keep at a dii^tanc« from the aWui- 
nations taught by "Mrs Buchan, and confirmefl hy Mr 
White. 

** When Mr White did appear among them. a:j<i 
openly exposed, in his preach in?, the errors of chi: 
Confession of Faith, manv of the men who hn^l a^. 
aembled to hear him, rose to their feet, and wsiv<>4l 
their staves before him in a ver\' threatening maiiuf^r. 
In many respects, he resembled Stephen with th" 
Jews, and was treated in nearly a similar uiaiizier, 
only he escaped unhurt.^ 

** Mr White had several old ac<iiiaintances in Mut^ 
hill, but they refused to admit him into their houMr^, 
or to take him by the hand, or to touch him, a» it 
was confidently believed he was bewitched bv our 
Friend Mother, and they were afraid of being ^mittc'n 
by him if they allowed him to come near them. Mr 
Wldte became discouraged, and soon left the plaetr. 
Friend Mother went with him, fully as much against 
liis consent as with it, for he was afraid of the Inine 



> ■■ On T M io— poif q( dofmstic the^Avfj hv um^ to drtosc witii 
grcM acictneif and on Um terror* of the Ijn , wLk-h ie<u:«rU f*\*juri:v 
groand^ m it wni fireqaendj oecnpied. W'e cannut l>ett«r friaie tL« 
T^-'ir^ anMrtained of him than bj emplovia^ thv term* in which »c 
hare hcnrd that opiniua expreued in the war vf excacxuiua— * O jv 
nercr heard tha She of h ! O be wat mutt trenienduu* ! ' ThLi dc- 
waiftkm araa girmk bj no mean* io the war uf ob;ectin^ t<u hi* preach. 
inp the lav aa veil a* the ^(Mpel. be: to the rvu^h bandJr.^ :^j «Li'.:« 
he ffnh>Mt«d the vord of Gvd."— Chrittiia Jc-urcal, «v-l. r . ;. j(.-ti. 
Jnljbtt. 
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])eople rising again. I also returned to Irvine, ac- 
companied by several members of my family, and 
we shortly afterwards were followed by others, at the 
head of whom was Duncan Bobertson, the wheel- 
wright, who became a distinguished member xj£ the 
society." 

The members of the Relief congregation of Irvine 
who did not adhere to Mr White after his dismissal 
from office, entertained a hope that poverty would 
make him recant, and that the Buchanites would 
thereby be scattered ; and the relations of the Irvine 
])eople who had joined the society, did all they pos- 
sibly could to annoy them. But when they saw cart 
after cart arrive from Muthill, laden with people, 
i)'oods, and chattels, their rage again became ungo- 
vernable. They assembled in the streets in crowdsy 
and proceeding in a body to the front of Mr White's 
house, they pelted the windows with stones and 
bricks till they were all broken. 

The magistrates received various petitions and ap- 
plications to cause Mrs Buchan to be apprehended 
and proceeded against legally as a blasphemer, and 
Mr White, also, as a supporter and propagator of her 
dogmas; but they thought it more prudent to banish 
her from the burgh .^ They accordingly met in council 
on the morning of the May fair 1784, at ten o'clock, 
and unanimously decreed, that Mrs Buchan should 
be sent forth of the royalty within two hours from 
that time. 

I Sir John Sinclair's Statistical Account of Scotland, vol. TiLip. 183. 
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** As the news of this decision," savs Mr Inne^. 
'' soon reached all concerned, we assembled with all 
speed in Mr White's house, but such was the hurry, 
that some had scarcely time to pack up a hand-bundle.. 
put out the fire^ and lock the door. The founder of 
our society only was required to leave the town, but 
those from Mnthill, in particular, were already nearly 
destitute for her sake, and thev individuallv were re- 
solved to share her fate, as were many of the Irvine 
people also. 

^* With this intention we had rallied round her 
in Mr White's parlour, each man with a stall' in one 
handy and a small bundle in the other, each woman 
with her coats kilted, and a small bundle in a hand- 
kerehief tied round her waist. l^Ir and ^Irs White 
seemed rather downcast, but Friend Mother was more 
cheerful than ordinary. She spoke to us individually, 
and quoted passages of Scripture with surpassing ap- 
titude, to fortify our minds in that trying hour. She 
often repeated the 28th verse of the 16th chapter of 
Matthew^ with great composure and dignity. ^ Verily 
I say unto you, there be some standing here which 
shall not taste of death till they see the Son of ]^lan 
coming in his kingdom.' When the magistrates and 
constables appeared at the door, she proceeded with 
them, Mr White accompanying her on one side, and 
Mr Gibson on the other. The women and children 
followed, the men bringing up the roar. 

" The streets through which we passed were crowd- 
ed to such an excess, that the constables could scarcely 
open a passage. All those that came from Muthill 
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were very ill used ; the people made sport of pushing 
their staves between our legs so as to make us fall, 
and then pushed others over us, chiding us, at the 
same time, for ruining ourselves by following an old 
witch-wife who had evidently cast her cantrips over 
us. Just as the magistrates were about to return, a 
drunken sailor tore off the cap of our Friend Mother, 
and pulled her to the ground, and then ran past the 
magistrates, exclaiming. ' I have got a right handful 
of her hair,' and joined his companions without being 
interrupted or molested by the authorities."^ 

Three months after the above event, we find Ro- 
bert Burns writing to a relation in Montrose an ac- 
count of the sect. There cannot surely be found on 
record another instance of a female promulgating so 
publicly and obstinately the libertine principles as- 
cribed by Bums to Dame Buchan. This letter is as 
follows :— 

** Mossgeil, August 1784. ' 

" My dear Sir, 

" We have been surprised by one of the most 
extraordinary phenomena in the moral world which 
I daresay has happened in the course of this century. 
We have had a party of Presbytery Relief, as they 



1 « In May 1784, petitions were presented to the magistrates, in which, 
by the Dissentersas well as Churchmen, the magistrates were caUedupoii 
to apprehend her and to proceed against her as a blasphemer. Th^ 
did not do this, but proceeded to dismiss her from Irvine. To protect 
her from insult, the magistrates accompanied her about a mile out of 
town ; but, notwithstanding their efforts, she was grossly insulted by 
the mob, thrown into ditches, and otherwise ill-used by the way.** — 
Statistical Account of Scotland : Irvine, Ayrshire. Edit. 1842. 
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call themselves, for some time in this countn'. A 
pretty thriving society of them has been in the burgh 
of Irvine for some years past, till, a bhort time ag(>, 
a Mrs Buchan from Glasgow came among them, aiid 
began to spread some fanatical notions of reli^^ioii 
among them, and in a short time made many in- 
verts, and among others their preacher, ^Ir Whitf.', 
who on that account has been formally dep<>sed by 
his brethren. He continued, however, to prea<rji 
in private to his party, and was supported, Ujth he 
and their spiritual mother, as they called old Buchan, 
by the contributions of the rest, several of whom are 
in good circumstances, till in last spring the populace.' 
roAe and mobbed Mrs Buchan and put her out of tin* 
town. On which all her followers voluntarily quitted 
the place likewise, and with such precipitation that 
some of them never shut the door beliind them — one 
left a washing on the green, another a cow Ix^Uow- 
ing at the crib, without fVjod or any body to mind 
her. .... 

** Their tenets are a strange jumble of enthusiastic 
jargon. Among others, she pretends to give them 
the Holy Ghost by breathing on them, which she 
does with postures and practices that are scandalously 
indecent. They likewise dispose of all their eilects, 
and hold a community of goods, and live nearly an 
idle life, carrying on a great farce of pretended devo- 
tion in barns and woods, where they lie and lodge 
altogether, and hold likewise a community'of women, 
as it is another of their tenets that they can commit 
no moral sin. I am personally acquainted with most 



58 THE BUCHANITE8. 

of them, and I can assure you the above mentioned 
are facts." * 

It might be supposed that Bums merely repeated 
unwittmgly those scandalous charges, invented by 
some enemy of the sect, were his statements not con- 
firmed by their own writings.* In the Divine Diction- 
ary, said to have been indited by Holy Inspiration, 
and published by Mr White as containing the fiEiith 
and practice of the Buchanites, we find these words : 
— ** This world has vexed themselves in vain about 
our views of marriage; accordingly, to all denoniina- 
tions we make the following information : — 

*^ The same law that finished the carnal service at 
the altar, and bestial sacrifices, put an end to carnal 

1 Cminingham's Life and Works of Bums, yol. vi., pp. 46, 47. 

3 Mr Ixines assures me that Bums wrote also a long poem on the 

Buchanites, beginning — 

** This wicked ane frae Oljugow came, 
In April eighty-three { 
And lodged her spawn among the lawn. 
An* now her fry we eee." 

Although I have made every search, I have only discovered a few v erses 

of this poem; they relate merely to the ancient burgh of Irvine being 

the seat of presbytery for upwards of a hundred years, during wUeh 

time several eminent ministers dispensed the gospel there, among whom 

were fiunous Warner and Mr Night, in whose time Hugh White would 

not have dared to propagate his Buchanite doctrines. David Seller, 

the Mend of Bums, about this time employed his pen in writing the 

following epitaph on Luclde Buchan — 

** Stop, stranger, here lies one Interred, 
Who was on earth by some revered 
And superstitiously adored. 
As the great BaTionr and Lord *. 
Till death, stem, crnel, unrelenting, 
In murder steeled, fsr past repenting, 
gent off at anoe, it mak*s na* whither, 
Her ChMlhead and her soul thegither." 

—See Poems by David Seller, printed at Kilmarnock 1789, p. 234. 
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marriages. It is devilish to think that merely refrain- 
ing from, woman and certain meats, constitutes salva- 
tion. Where the Holy Spirit of God occupies all the 
person, and reigns throughout the flesh, it matters 
not much whether they marry or not. 

" The people of this generation cannot be per- 
suaded to embrace our faith and practice, and that 
because we are so unlike the world. Our dissimili- 
tude to the world, must be a convincing proof that 
we are right. To be like the world, is to be like the 
devil, the father of unbelief/' 

The early letters of Mother Buchan are subscribed 
£lspath Simpson, although it was not till after her 
ejectment from Irvine, that she was legally divorced 
from her husband. In a letter addressed to the Rev. 
Ghtbriel Russell, Dundee, she writes thus : — " As for 
self-denial, my dear, it would not do with me to be 
self-denied, but even averse to self-denial." This she 
affirmed was all in accordance with Scripture. In the 
Innes MSS. we find, p. 75, that " the most legal 
union marriage could afford, became null and void in 
the society, such being at variance with the rules ; 
it being absolutely necessary for those who had wives, 
to live as if they had none." 

Further proofs will be added to the number of 
these revolting avowals ; but we presume enough has 
been said here, to show the real cause of Mrs Buchan 
having received such treatment at the hands of the 
people of Irvine. 
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CHAPTER n. 

The Bachanites' journey to NithsdAle— Their habitation and unre- 
strained manner of life there described — An armed crowd aaacniWf 
at night to drive them oat of that locali^ — Lnclde Bnchaa and 
White escape the fury of the mob, bat are again assailed at the 
Manse of Wamphray — Mrs Bachan's epistolary correspondence— 
IMrine Dictionary— Extracts from that singular work — Blasphfmoai 
pretensions of Mother Buchan — The destruction of the world at- 
cumstantially described. 

The magistrates of Irvine did not conceive that 
either Mr White or any of the inhabitants of the 
town, who had continued to countenance his new- 
fangled doctrines, would actually leave their place of 
abode, to follow Mrs Buchan they knew not whither. 
" But," says Mr Innes, " there was an opinion firmly 
conceived among us, that some signal judgment 
would speedily befall the town of Irvine, such as 
destroyed Sodom of old, as a punishment for the 
usage received at the hands of the wicked people of 
that devoted place by our unoffending Mend. Under 
the belief that such a manifestation of divine displea- 
siure would soon overtake their locality, John Gibson 
and several of the persons accompanied us, lest, by 
remaining, they might suffer in the general de- 
struction." 

]VIr Ay ton of Hamilton, the celebrated agriculturist, 
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appears to have witnessed the departure of theBuchan- 
ites from Irvine. " I have been," says he, " an at- 
tentive observer of the freaks and feelings of mankind 
for the last seventy years, and I was not surprised to 
see a considerable portion of the Relief congregation 
of Irvine leave their homes, and set out, as they said, 
to heaven, under the direction of a hypocritical old 
woman and a wrong-headed priest, singing on the 
way to the New Jerusalem." * 

Several old people still remember seeing the 
Buchanites on this occasion. Mrs Buchan, attired 
in a scarlet doak, the dbcarded minister, and one or 
two of her higher dupes, were seated in a cart, whih» 
the remainder of the company followed on foot .* Theso 
were, for the most part, " clever chiols, and Iwnny, 
spanking, rosy-cheeked lasses, many of thorn in their 
teens* They were generally dressed in the sini])le 
garb of peasant maids of the Lowlands of Scotland. 
Over their dark petticoats, they wore short gowns, 
reaching frt)m the chin half-way down the thigh, and 
fitted close to the bosom, Thev were bareheaded, 
and their locks, permitted to grow unusually long, 
were restrained from falling in a fleece over the back 
and bosom by small buckling-combs.' 

** To think that so many respectable peoj^le were 
so completely overcome by blind fanaticism, and that 
such a circumstance should happen almost in the 
oradle of the old Covenanters, within the memory, 

1 Dumfries Courier, 19ih June 1839. Appendix, Note 8. 

> Contemporsries of Boms, Appendix, p. xr. Edinburgh, 1SI0. 

s CmsUe-Dooglas Miacelkny. 
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too, of many persons yet alive, is the more wonderfal 
the more one thinks of it."^ 

The progress of these enthusiastic visionaries is 
thus described by our native bard, Allan Cunning- 
ham. ^< Some were in carts, some were on horse- 
back, and not a few were on foot. Our Lady, so they 
called Mrs Buchan, rode in front on a white pony, 
and often halted to lecture them on the loveliness of 
the land, and to cheer them with food from what she 
called the garden of mercy, and with drink from a 
large cup called the comforter."* 

May 1784. — How different is the account of this 
journey, as recounted by Mr Innes ! ** When the 
magistrates and constables left us, a little way out of 
the town of Irvine, we halted on the road, and after 
consulting a short time as to what course we should 
take, we agreed to keep our faces as steadily as pos- 
sible towards that part of the heavens where we sup- 
posed the Saviour of the world would appear ftt his 
second coming, agreeably to Maihew, chap. xxiv. whidi 
sayeth, ^ As the lightning cometh out of the east, and 
shineth towards the west, so shall the coming of the 
Son of Man be.' We moved off very slowly along 
a bye-road towards the village of Mauchline, always 
accompanied by a crowd of spectators frx)m the 
houses we passed on our journey, surprised to see so 
many well-dressed good-looking people travelling in 
sudi a manner. All vociferated their ccmviction of 
the truth of the conunon assertion, that the witch- 

1 Sir John Sindair^s Statistical Aeeoant of Scotland, toL vii. 
3 Cnnningham's Lift and Works of Bums, toI. tI^ p. 40. 
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wife from Glasgow had cast her cantrips over us all; 
and* as if afraid of being smitten in like manner by 
our presence, when any of us proceeded towards a 
house for the purpose of purchasing provisions, the 
people, in several instances, either fled from the 
house, or shut the door against us. But as we pro- 
ceeded on our journey, the people, ha\ing previously 
heard less concerning us, were not so much alarmed. 
When we 6ould get a few cakes to purchase at a farm- 
house, we sat down on the bank of the next stream 
or rivulet we came to. Our Friend Mother broke 
the cakes and gave each a piece, then one of the wo- 
men followed with a tankard of water, and wc handed 
it round. Thus, a piece of oat-cake, and a drink of 
cold water, was our common fare : wc all shared alike 
except Friend Mother, who, after she had divided the 
bread, lighted her pipe and took a smoke of tobacco, 

** Mr White was always ready to compare our 
Situation to some circumstance in the life of Christ 
or his apostles, and nothing was to be seen but con- 
tentment in every face, and thankfulness in ever}' 
word, that we were thought worthy of being likened 
to them, without having in the beginning any desire 
about it. Mr White also said, frequently, when we 
m^ with difficulties on our journey, that wc were 
now suffering frt)m the flood of the Irvine dragon's 
wrath, spewed out against the woman and her seed, 
but we had noUiing to fear, for the earth would help 
the woman, and she would get free. 

** Our numbw being forty -six, (this number was 
subsequently considerably augmented, chiefly by 
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persons from England,) few public houses could 
accommodate us ; and, as we were not money 
spenders, they were careless about our company. "Wo 
had great difficulty in procuring lodgings. The first 
night we were permitted to occupy a cart-shed and 
a killogie, near Dundonald, merely because Mr Dykes, 
the proprietor, supposed our situation to be some- 
what similar to the old Covenanters, from whom he 
was descended. Auchinleck was our next'stage ; we 
there obtained admission into a public-house, but 
only a few could be accommodated with beds. At 
New Cumnock we were allowed the use of a hay-loft, 
and were comfortable that night. At Slunkford, we 
solicited the use of the farmer's bam, but were re- 
fused, nor would he allow us to lay in the lee side of 
his hay-stack ; nor were we much better situated at 
Edonhall. But when we arrived at Kirkconnel, on 
Saturday evening, we got two nights' comfortable 
lodgings, and the use of a large room in the public 
house on Sabbath, in which IVIr White preached to 
as many of the people of the village as could gain 
admittance. The people heard him quietly, which 
was seldom the case, but they went away seemingly 
dissatisfied with his doctrine. At Thornhill, the 
people prevailed on IVIr White to preach again, but 
as he still wed the rod of iron severely, though they 
continued to hear him quietly, they were evidently 
much dissatisfied with the tenor of his subject. 

" As we travelled on foot, our progress was re- 
tarded by Mrs White and Mrs Hunter having each 
two young children ; but we were otherwise annoyed 
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in the course of our journey." Besides his business 
as town-clerk and writer^ Mr Hunter had a large 
concern in the shipping and coal trade of Irvine, and 
was known to be wealthy. Some of his friends, 
grieved at what they considered folly and ill be- 
haviour on his part, in leaving his business and pro- 
perty, to wander with his family he knew not whither, 
under pretence of his having left certain parts of his 
extensive affairs in great confusion by his sudden 
departure, wherein many interests, besides his own, 
were involved, a fugie-warrant was obtained against 
him, the real object of which was to bring him back 
and detain him till the witch-wife was out of the wav, 
and thereby, if possible, to break the spell under 
which he appeared to be labouring. A nicssenger- 
at-anns, and a troop of constables, were despatched 
to carry this plan into execution. They overtook 
the wandering Buchanites on their march, and ap- 
prehended Mr Hunter, but his wife and children were 
not detained, and they consequently prosecuted their 
journey. Several other persons from Irvine, afraid 
of similar consequences, returned with Mr Hunter, to 
settle their affairs also. 

The existence of the society being thus threaten- 
ed by so unexpected a deprivation of its most wealthy 
and zealous members, it was thought prudent by the 
wanderers to halt at the first resting-place they could 
find, there to await the return of their friends who 
had been separated from them. This was at New 
Cample, a farm in Nithsdalc, two miles south of the 
bui^gh of Thomhill, thirteen miles wci&t oi ByxxQinft^^ 
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and not more than one and a half miles from the cave 
where the hunted Covenanters used to conceal them- 
selves to evade pursuit, and which Sir Walter Scott 
describes as having been occupied by Balfour of Bur- 
ley. It is somewhat singular, that, a century after- 
wards, another class of enthusiasts should find a re- 
treat in the same locality. 

In journeying towards New Cample, these devo- 
tees, as if to attract general attention, made the hills 
and woodlands ring with hymns of their own com- 
posing, sung in full chorus, to what is called profane 
music. On this subject, Burns says — " When I was 
in Ayrshire, * The beds of sweet roses' was a very 
popular song. I remember to have heard those fa- 
natics, the Buchanites, sing some of their nonsensical 
rhymes, which they dignified with the name of hymns, 
to this air." As the attributes of the Almighty, 
the cardinal virtues, and even the beauties of ex- 
ternal nature, appear to have been excluded from the 
Buchanitc psalmody, their rhymes could not be of an 
elevated character, as will be shown in the course of 
this sketch. 

The members from Irvine not returning to head- 
quarters so soon as expected, Andrew Innes was sent 
back from Thornhill in quest of them, with the fol- 
lowing letter, addressed to Janet Grant, otherwise 
!Mrs Muir, and her servant Agnes Wylie, with both 
of whom the reader is already acquainted. The post- 
script is addressed to Mr Hunter : — 

" Oh, iDy dear sisters, you have been at a great 
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loss for want of the bread of life ! — ^the wot*Is of Ooa 
spoke hj the Spirit of God, which is spirit and lif^.*. 

Great and precious are the mysteries of grj<Jii- 
liness that have been revealed among as sine; yo!i 
left us ! but I must warn you, my dear sisters, in the 
name of God your father, and his s^m Je.>tus Chri<)t, 
that you come out of that place [Ir\'ine.] And now, 
my dear Janet, I cheerfully acknowledge that I ai;i 
bound in love to you for many great a/.'ts of kindn^;*; •> 

1 have had from you, and there is none of them forgot- 
ten, but they are all recorded in heaven, and in niv 
mind while I sojourn here on earth. Hut we can 
have no rest till you be joinefl with us. O that 
you would consider that He that will come, shall 
come and wOl not tarry ! The jKrople hen?, sonu? of 
them say and firmly believe, that we are the children 
of God, and would join us cheerfully, but the devil 
and the world, and especially the clergy, are l>econH* 
so uneasy, that it appears this place will not \h: abh; 
to bear us much longer, sfi that we desire you Ut 
make all speed, and let us l>e joind in one, in all 
things ; and, indeed, we would rather see you lien; 
than have ten thousand letters from you. We havo 
thought it fit to send the bearer to syHjak face to fa<M; 
with you, and he will inform you how all things are. 
My well beloved and my dear sisters, and my dear 
friend and all his followers, join me in the same mind. 
Ro I conclude that we all firmly l>elieve that the Gotl 
of peace shall bruise Satan under our feet shortly. 
— ^Fare-you-well, on paper — your faithful friend in 
Christ, Elspath Buchan. 
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*' P.S. {To Mr Hunter.y^Beloved Sir,— We re- 
ceived your letter this morning, and was happy to 
hear that you and the rest of our dear frienda were 
in health ; but, dear friend, yourself would have been 
far more acceptable. You are at a great leas in 
being absent from the bread and water of life. 0, 
what misery it is to be entangled with this bewitch- 
ing world ! O I charge you, in the name and by 
the command, that you come out from among them, 
and be ye separate from them, for He that will come 
shall come, and will long to see you face to face. 
Your wife and children are well, and long to see you. 
Our dearly beloved and most faithful shepherd has 
his most kind love to you, and wonders at your long 
absence^ What if you be detaining the Lord's work ? 
There could no destruction come on Sodom, till Lot 
was gone out of it." 

The preceding letter bears no date of any kind, 
but was evidently written in May 1784. 

Although Mr Davidson, the tenant of New Cample, 
had only made a temporary grant of an empty bam 
to the devotional emigrants from the west ; when he 
found that the articles of farm produce required by 
them were considerable, that every thing was paid 
for on delivery, and that his farm-work of every de- 
scription was gratuitously performed, he was induced 
to allow them to remain for a longer period than he 
had at first agreed to. 

^* Here," says Mr Lines, ** like the disciples of 
Clirist after Pentecost, our apostolic life commenced* 
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^ All that believed were together, and had all things 
eommon.'^ Oar money was put into a common stock, 
and placed at the disposal of John Gibson, as treasurer, 
to purchase all that might be requisite for the uho 
of the society. All unoccupied clothes were placed 
under the care of Janet Grant, formerly Mrs Muir, 
who had kept a cloth-shop in Irvine. She had the 
charge of seeing them kept dean and whole, and of 
giving them out when a change was wanted by any 
person. The other women assisted in washing, in 
knitting, and in mending the stockings. We had 
tailors who mended our clothes, and coblcrs who re- 
pidred our shoes^all was as common as circumstances 
woxdd admit, yet none was wholly idle. We all 
occasionally wrought gratuitously to our neighbours, 
and scrupulously abjured all worldly considerations 
for the work thus performed.^ 

" For want of accommodation in the barn, on 
aooount of so many visitors, who often kept Friend 
Mother and Mr White speaking all day, we were 
obliged to oook our scanty fare in the farmer's 
kitchen— which ofttimcs consisted of potatoes boiled 
and emptied into a basket, and set on a small tabic, 



1 Aets of tlM Apoitlet, ii., 44, 45 ; It. 32, 34, 35. The Labadists, too, 
'a saot thai upixaig np in France in the seventeenth century, had also 
a oomanniity of property and wires. See Back's Theological Diction- 
ary; London edition, 1827. 

s '* llwy prdiMMed only to consent to this in order that they might 
hATO opportunities of bringing orer others to their riews."— Cham- 
ber^ Biograph. Diet., vAL i. p. 385. « They wrought at farm work, 
saeh M hay or hanrest, bnt always, on such occasions, kept by them- 
selTM at mealp times, before and after which they sung hymna of lVw«vc 
own conqKMJiitgr.'*— Reminiscences of Mrs Black of T\iiYra^^^\wM%. 
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SO that those who were pleased to withdraw from 
hearing the controversy in the bam, might take up 
one with its skin on, and either dip it in a little salt, 
or take a bit salt herring to it, or a drop of milk, 
when that was attainable. But after the first rush 
of visitors was abated, the bam, of course, became 
less crowded ; we then cooked there, and got our 
meals more regular. All sat at the same table, and 
])artook alike of the same food, with the exception of 
our Friend Mother, who either served those at table 
lierself, or was employed in directing others to do so. 
"When the meal was over, she always pointed to one 
of the men to stand up before her, to whom she 
directed the subject of her discourse, while we all 
listened ; after which, a hymn being sung, we sepa- 
rated, and she commonly went to take a walk in the 
fields with Mr White. 

'' Having neither hay nor straw for bedding, and Mr 
Davidson having none to give us, we were obliged to 
go to the moor and gather heather for that purpose. 
This we bound in bundles of about six feet long, 
and four feet broad, thereby forming a bed for two 
])ersons. These bundles were placed in a double 
row on the barn-floor, leaving room scarcely for a 
single person to pass between them. These beds 
w^ere not hard, on account of the heather being 
closely pressed together with the tops uppenoQit; 
but we had at first no more bed-clothes than a 
single blanket to each bed, and all made pillows of 
their body-clothes. When we had nearly completed 
our up-putting, Mr Hunter and several other per- 
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sons arrived from Inrine, and contentedlr lav down 
on heather beds — there being now no distinction of 
persons among us — those who had wives, being as 
if they had none. But if our Friend Mother and 
Mrs Gibson be excepted, the women were greatly 
behind the men in their compliance, for there wa» 
scarcely one, either old or young, who did not re- 
tain a partial hankering after either husband or 
sweetheart ; but, as there was no law to be put in 
force, and no punishment to be apprehended, it was 
aU matter of choice with us." (This statement 
plainly shows, that all the responsibilities of the 
marriage state were given up.) 

'' The only children at this time in the Society, 
were those of Mr White and Mr Hunter ; thev were 
taken from their mothers, and given in charge to a 
person with whom they had been previously un- 
acquainted« Mr White's children, being younger 
than those of Mr Hunter, soon lost all recollection 
of their parents. But, notwithstanding the regula- 
tion, that all persons were not to pay any attention 
to their children, l^irs Hunter alwavs studied to 
preserve the affection of hers, by giving them, pri- 
vately, sweetmeats, or something to draw their at- 
tention towards her, which, when her husband ob- 
served, he was very much offended at her conduct, 
although he was, in general, very quiet. 

^^ Although I have used the words Master and 
Mistress, in the foregoing paragraph, I have done so 
solely for the information of the reader, as, from the 
time of our arrival at Closebum, there v?e»T^ w^ %m^ 
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terms used among us. Mr Hunter was called P^er, 
Mrs Hunter, Elizabeth Frances, Mrs White, laaM 
Whitehead, and so on all the rest, with the exception 
of her husband, who wished to be called Friend 
White. The author of our society was, evea in 
Irvine, called by us. Friend Mother in the Lord, 
as we supposed our relation to her resembled that 
of Paul to Timothy — she being authoress of our re- 
ligious opinions, as Paul was of those entertained by 
Timothy." Such is the reason now given for their 
living in common, by Andrew Innes. But the 
general belief was, and still continues to be, that it 
was for the purpose of committing and concealing 
crimes of a flagitious character. 

Mr Davidson, having intimated that he would 
require the use of his bam as soon as his growing 
crop could be gathered in, and having accompanied 
this intimation with a proposal, that, if ihey would 
build a house for themselves, he would give them 
ground whereon to erect it, the offer was gladly 
accepted; and there being in the society suitable 
artisans, a house was erected before harvest time. 
It is thus described by Mr Innes, — *^ The house was 
only one storey high, and covered with heather — it 
was thirty-six feet in length, and sixteen feet wide. 
There was a loft in it, made of poles from a neigh- 
bouring plantation, and these were oovered with 
green turf, instead of boards. Scxnething like a bed- 
stead was formed by four boards being nailed toge- 
ther at each end; these were laid flat on the loft, 
and filled with straw, as soon as we could procure it. 
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We had now two blankets for each bed— one below, 
and the other as a coverlet. The beds, now more 
numerous than when in the bam, were required to 
be placed so close together, that a person could 
hardly move between them. To the bed-room we 
ascended by a trap-ladder in the middle of the house. 
There were only two beds below, in a small closet 
adjoining the kitchen. Our furniture consisted of 
two long tables, or deals, surrounded by binks or 
cutty-stools. In the kitchen was a dresser, a meal- 
chest, and a few stools. In Mr White's closet was a 
table and a few chairs, intended for strangers." 

This is an exact description of the cabin, (called by 
the country people, in derision, "Buchan Ha'*' — a 
name it retains to this day,) in which were immured 
about sixty persons, who embraced some of the worst 
dogmas of the ancient Essenes, and of the modem 
Socialists. 

Such an occurrence as the arrival of the Buchan- 
itesy could not fail to produce a strong sensation 
throughout Nithsdale, particularly as rumour had 
flown before, and prepared the way — painting their 
persons and principles in coloiurs brightened or dark- 
ened according to the fancy or faith of the teller. As 
mentioned by Mr Innes, people flocked from a consi- 
derable distance to see Dame Buchan and her follow- 
ersy whom Mr White^ when addressing his hearers, and, 
subsequently, in his Divine Dictionary/, described as 
" the mysterious woman predicted in the Revelation, 
in whom the light of God was restored to the world, 
where it had not been since the ascension of Clutv^X.^ 
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but where it would now continue till the period of 
translation into the clouds, to meet the Lord at his 
second coming." 

Mr White at first preached almost daily to large 
assemblies of people, and the service was generally 
concluded with an exhortation or explanation of a 
more familiar nature by Mrs Buchan. But the 
number of hearers rapidly decreased. Mr Innes 
proceeds, — ** Among the strangers who attended, 
were nearly all the neighbouring clergy, who, instead 
of representing what they knew to be true to others, 
acted like the Jews of old, who, when they could 
not deny the miracles of Jesus, said that he did 
them by the aid of Beelzebub, the prince of devils. 
In like manner did they affirm that she acted by 
the power of witchcraft — in blinding those who 
placed any dependance in her divine mission ; there- 
by keeping up the people's wrath against her, and 
against those who were with her. When they 
went to their pulpits, they represented all they had 
heard in the worst possible light, which so inflamed 
the minds of the people, that, like those in Irvine, 
they resolved to expel us from the country. 

" 24th December 1784. — They appointed a night 
for the purpose, when there was no moonlight, and 
the ground was covered with snow. In the evening, 
lights appeared on all the surrounding hills, as a 
signal to collect and attack. Signal guns were also 
fired ; and, in a little time, we observed clusters of 
men gathering and approaching in every direction 
towards our house, to the number of one hundred at 
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least, anned with bludgeons, pitchforks, and flails. 
When they came near, we all went in and made the 
door and windows as fast as possible. After sur- 
rounding the house, one person rapped smartly at 
the door and demanded admittance ; but, on no 
answer being returned, the rap was repeated with 
greater violence, accompanied by a threat, that ' if 
Luckie Buchan,' using their own words, ' and the 
Man Child White, were not instantly turned out of 
the house, they would bum it and all its inmates to 
ashes,' at the same time making preparations to 
break the door ; but, after a vain attempt to do so, 
or to wrench off the window-shutters, stones were 
battered against both doors and windows, till the 
whole was smashed in pieces. They then rushed in, 
but were seemingly surprised to see us all sitting as 
composedly as if nothing had happened. 

" They then began to inspect our faces, to see if 
our Friend Mother was among us ; but, not finding 
lier, they enquired where she was. On being in- 
formed she was where they could not possibly find 
her, they became infuriated, saying they would have 
her if she were above ground. The beds and 
chests were all strictly examined, also the farmer's 
house and offices, and, lastly, the draw-well, but all 
to no purpose. 

** Not finding her, they returned to us, ordering 
every one to turn out ; and, on being instantly 
obeyed, they began by seizing us, one by one, by 
the arms, one at each side, and one pushing behind, 
till they got us all out of the house. They then 



76 THE BUCHANITBS. 

dragged us, in every direction, through the snow, 
(at that time about a foot deep,) but mostly towards 
the Thomhill road, for the purpose of driving us 
home ; but when they were tired of doing so, they 
dispersed, and we returned to our house, which was 
nearly in ruins. The doors and windows were all 
demolished, and what little furniture we had was all 
broken, yet the minister of the parish, notwithstand- 
ing this outrage, calls the inhabitants of Closebum a 
quiet, sober, and industrious people.^ 

*^ We would not have been aware of this outrageous 
assault, till it had actually commenced, had it not 
been for the kindness of Mr Stewart, factor to Mr 
Monteith of Closebum, who, on the preceding even- 
ing apprised us of what was to take place, and 
invited Friend Mother and Mr White to Closebum 
Castle, till the assault was over ; which invitation 
they reluctantly accepted, and thereby escaped the 
fury of the mob. Our Friend Mother would un- 
doubtedly have fallen a victim to the fury of the 
rioters, had they found her. Even the people^ when 
we worked to them gratis, never ceased accusing 
us of our folly in attending to her; and several of 
them told us that we would be worried and torn to 
pieces by bull-dogs, which they had procured for the 
purpose. 

^^ None of the persons who dragged Mrs Buehan 
through the streets of Irvine, or those who broke the 
doors or windows and furniture of the unoffending 

1 Sir John Sinclair's Statistical Account of Scotland, vol. xiii.,p. 247. 
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people who sheltered her fi*om the outrageous mob, 
were called, by the constituted authorities, to ac- 
count for their conduct in disturbing the peace of 
the burgh. But the rioters at New Cample did not 
escape the fangs of justice so easily. Upwards of 
twenty of these were fined at Dumfries by the 
sheriff of the county/'^ Mrs Buchan thus writes 
concerning this occurrence : — " We are daily suffer- 
ing from this wicked world, so that we would not be 
suffered to live and walk on the earth, if the power 
and wisdom of God was not wonderfully displayed 
in laying restrictive bounds to their wrath." ^ 

According to the MS. so frequently quoted, Mr 
White spent much of his time while at Closebum in 
writing hymns, which were sung with great devo- 
tion in the society. " The people of Closebum," 
nearly the first in the MS. collection, is a poor pro- 
duction for a man of letters. I insert a stanza of it 
here, merely to show the simplicity of the people 
who could take an interest in such a rhapsody. It 
consists of eight stanzas : — 

** The people in Closebum parish residing, 
Came often our sermons to hear; 

1 EneydopsBdia Perthensis. 

* Letter to the Rev. Thomas 0keley» Northampton. — " The 
sheriff interfered for their protection, and had forty-two of the 
riot«rt tried before him for the assault. The Buchanites would not 
proMcate. The prosecution had to be laid in the farmer's name, for 
injury done to his property ; and even so peaceftil were the Buchan. 
itea,tluit they would scarcely bear witness in eridence to the ii^ury 
they bad sustained. The first of them called as a witness had to be 
committed to prison for preraricating and repressing the trutlu**— 
Soots Hagwdne, 1785, p. 148. 
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And rudely thej question'd oar words, though mort pore— 

Our persons thej threaten'd to tesr. 
They often with batons and cudgels combined. 

With billets of wood and with stoiiss 
But He who has power aU men to control, 

Prerented them breaking our bones." 

It may be recollected that some of the members 
of the Relief congregation of Irvine wished to hand 
Mrs Buchan and Mr White over to the civil authori- 
ties as blasphemers, but that the magistrates declined 
to act in the case. Immediately after the riot at 
Closebum, they lodged a similar charge in the ec- 
clesiastical court in Dumfries-shire, as appears from 
the following extract from the records of the pres- 
bytery of Penpont, obligingly made, at my request, 
by Mr George Hunter, clerk to the presbytery : — 

" 2d February 1785. — The presbytery, by refer- 
ence from the sessions of Closeburn, the minutes 
bearing that Alexander Gibson and others, had 
libelled Hugh White and Mrs Elspath Buchan for 
teaching blasphemous doctrine. The presbytery 
sustain the reference, and resolve to proceed to the 
probation of the libel. They then cited said pardes 
to appear before them ; but, in apprehension of per- 
sonal danger, they did not obtemper the citation, 
and the libellers having failed to prosecute their 
libel, the presbytery being fully persuaded that 
little progress is likely to be made by measures so 
conducted, found themselves under the necessity of 
considering the libel as deserted, and, accordingly^ 
dismissed the said libel." 

While this case was depending in the ecclesias- 
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tical court, another charge was preferred against the 
same parties in a district-court of the county ma- 
gistrates. Mr Innes had prevailed on his brothers 
and sisters, six in number, to join the society, and 
his mother also; but the latter, being dissatisfied 
with their proceedings, remained only a few months 
at New Cample, and afterwards used every possible 
means in her power to cause her children, who were 
all grown up to the estate of men and women, to 
foUow her example, and to return home to their 
former employments. Having succeeded in two or 
three instances, and wishing to reclaim the remain- 
der of her strayed flock, she decoyed another son 
and daughter to Muthill, in the expectation of re- 
ceiving a large sum of money, which she pretended 
had been bequeathed them by a relation recently 
deceased. As the funds of the society were in a 
declining state, Friend Mother readily consented to 
the legatees going to Muthill for their money ; but, to 
ensure their return, Gibson, the treasurer, was to ac- 
company them. " On arriving at our mother's house, 
they were received with an appearance of friendship ; 
but, in a short time, a number of men entered the house, 
«ach with a large stick in his hand, to drive away 
Gibson, and detain Joseph and Margaret by force. 
The former instantly decamped, and Joseph rose to 
follow him ; but they kept him prisoner till next day, 
when he forced his way, and returned to New 
Cample, without a single coin in his pocket, after 
having travelled a hundred and twenty miles. In a 
few days, he was followed by two constables, who 
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demanded money for all the articles my mother 
had brought to Irvme, which, being refused, they 
obtained a warrant to take our Friend Mother and 
Mr White before a court of justices of the peace in 
the neighbourhood ; but Mr White was too good i 
lawyer to be so easily caught. He informed the ma- 
gistrates, that my mother brought all the property, for. 
which remuneration was now claimed, of her own free 
will and accord ; and, for any thing he knew to tiie 
contrary, she might yet find them, as she left them 
in Irvine ; upon which the case was dismissed.'' 

Mrs Buchan had a son in the society, who, hj 
virtue of a warrant granted at the instance of his 
father, was apprehended also, and carried back to 
Glasgow. At the commencement of the French 
war, this young man entered into the naval service^ 
and was killed at the battle of Trafalgar. 

The first person who evinced an indinataon t 
join the knot of enthusiasts at New Cample, 
George Hill, a well-educated young man, who 
been for some time clerk to the Closebum Lim< 
Works. He lived at Closebum Castle, with M 
Stewart, on the estate of Mr Monteith, and oftei 
visited the society. Mr Hill was a native of Edin ^ 
burgh ; and when his relations there became awar^ 
of his being about to relinquish his situation for th^ 
purpose of becoming a Buchanite, two of his brother^ 
proceeded to Closebum to persuade him against 
taking a step calculated to ruin himself, and to brin^ 
disgrace on his family. K he had any intention of 
listening to the friendly advice of his relations, the 
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following letter, opportunely delivered, fixed his re- 
solution of becoming & Buchanite, and he accr^rdingjy 
joined the society : — 

To Mr George HUl, Clos^/um OittU, 

*• New ijuxijylk. bcli Juii« 1":^^. 
**MY vert DEABE8T DEAK FlilESD IS THE MOfcT 

ENDEARING LOVE OF GoD. — The foiujtaiii of mc-rcv 1^ 
ever full, and its stream runs free: thev who «irijjk 
like you have nothing to pay. f<jr it U your Father's 
good pleasure to give you tht kiij;;doiu of riiihu^juty 
ness ; but, my dear, you know alJ the btreaujK of this 
fountain must be joined at the fouutain-hea'JL or eJis^^ 
the streams would run dry.^ Vou are dear Vj aJl in 
heaven, and also to us all, who are your feiJow- 
travellers to that country through thii^ land of ene- 
mies 

Give my love to Mrs Stewart. I hoj¥^ the wUJ \a: 
eternally happy. We thought to have ha^i the plea^ 
•ure of seeing Mr Stewart here before thib time. 
You may tell him that 1 long to bee hiuj. AWu/ugh 
^ Aould not lor€ mv ttav of Vu, wjt Wclere in tlt/t 
pOMser of God to k*:^ true aXire till hit itrjn^l cotaing. 
«» a ttomder of hit fr^^ lore atuJ nofrr^j. he cannot 
binder me to live breathing out the free love of (Jod's 
l^essed mere v. Mv love to him it^. that he uiav be 
Ueuedamon? tho»e in the New Jeru>alem : and whv 



3 Tbeve vordc readad roe cuc^ 'jf\hk f .•IIo«-irip ;*s>upt is B-jtLirr- 

>B«vr w^ei a&d &e6£i Vi fur tLki ^1a; wLi'.-L we fr; i:. i»orr:>«t-d old 
iVnmB|e-oqn Teaatu«u«&4 var wcoik!^ iSitLef hert.' — Pan L. E^-iBile IS. 

F 



sfaould faeregeot It, whai tt Is Ood'a will to g 
him freely? — Yours in the Lord, 

"Elbp.itu Simpson,^ 

It &ppenrs tliDt the minister of Wamphrav, a parish 
in Aimandalc, was one of the clergymen with whom 
"our Friend Mother" was acquainted when 
Banffshire ; and, wislung to renew her intimncj', she 
thus addresses that gentleman, and afterwards his 
lady: — 

To the Rev. Mr Nicko!-im, Man»e of Wamjihr<^. 

" New Cmiple, 1 lib Jul/ 1786. 

" My dear Sib, 

" Your acquaintance and mine was begun, and 
carried on, in the love of Ood. You are the first 

man in the world, that witnessed with eyes and eai&v i 
the overflowing- fountain of mercy proceed from m^^W ' 
mouth. I have longed very much to see you an ^^ 
to converse with you ; and had I as much freodom t^— ^ 
walk in the land of the enemies of Jesus Christ ^^•' 
you have, 1 would have seen you long before th^*-™ 
time. The days have been, when you would bar "^ 
come a further distance to see me ; but you did ^^*' 
not without persecution even at that time. 

" The world is lying in darkness and delusion, -' 
but Antichrist began to busk himself even in the day^ 
of the apostles. He, however, got little rest in hi;* 
filthy rags while the true light was in the worU- 
The light of God was given them without money 
and without price ; but the devil and the world liked 
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no such market. In the present day, they have the 
like thoughts of the Spirit of God, termed, in Scrip- 
ture, the Holy Ghost, or Spirit of God on earth. 
. . . . Tours in the Lord, 

" Elspath Simpson." 

To Mrs NichoUon, Wamphray Manse. 

<*New Cample, llth July 1785. 

" My vert dear dear Annie, 

" I have longed much to see and converse with 
you ; but perhaps you would not wish to see me now, 
as my life and conversation is the very butt of tlie 
devil's wrath ; even the sight of my person is an 
object of derision to the world ; but at this I have 
no grudge, for I want no friendship with the world ; 
it has mbtaken tlie sent of God, I have been a 
wonder to the world, but 1 have wondered as much 
as they, for I have always found the people of this 
world like raging lions and roaring bears, foaming 
out their own shame. I hope you will write me a 
few lines by the bearer, and believe me ever, dear 
Annie, &c. Elhpatii Simpson." 

These letters were followed by an invitation by 
Mr and Mrs Nicholson to visit them at the manse 
of Wamphray, which she did, accompanied by Mr 
White. Mr Nicholson being afraid that the visit of 
Mrs Buchan and her high priest, might be construed 
into a countenancing of the Buchanite heresy on his 
part, sent for two of his elders to be present during 
the interview. After their arrival, a religious con- 



troversy soon commenced, in the course of whioli 
Luckio lioldly muintaincd that she was actually the 
Spirit of God, which all unbelievers would soon 
know to their cost ; upon whicli Mr Nicholson rose 
from his chiur, and givisg her a hard clap oq one of 
her ahoulders, said—" I am sure there are both flefJi 
and blood there, which is proof positive that yon 
are not a spirit, as you say yon are." The elders, 
not wishing to hear her utter such blasphemy, left 
the room abruptly, and in a short time a crowd 
assembled round the manse, and threatened tA) nob 
the visitants if they did not instantly depart ; which, 
for their own safety, they were obliged to do, Mr 
Nichobon was speedily called in question for defiling 
his manse with such unholy visitors ; many of hit 
congregation became dissatisfied with particular 
points of his doctrine, although in no ways different 
from what he had formerly maintained. These cir- 
cumstances tended to render him very unpopular in 
Ills parish. It was also rumoured, that he waa 
friendly to some of the dogmas of Mrs Buehan, al- 
though he was never known to hold any intercourse 
frith her or her coadjutor, beyond the instance jusb 
stated. 

As the Buchanite heresy became more generally 
known, they had the more opposition to contend 
with at a distance. Mrs Buchan thus complains of 
the expense of postage — " We thank you for paying 
your letter, for we are much imposed on by peopla 
sending letters to us, of no use but to vex us ftnd 
give ua trouble." The letters written by her at tliia 
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time, were numerous. Thev were usually all on reli- 
gious subjects, expressed in the style with which the 
reader is already acquainted. From her correspond* 
ence I only make such extracts, as appear to me to 
illustrate either her character or the history of the 
society. 

To the Rev. Gahrid Russell, Dundee. 

"New Cample, 1785. 

• . . . . " O my dear, it would not do with me 
to be self-denied, or eyen denied to self-denial. I 
have never felt a desire of revenge against the great- 
est of my enemies, not even against those who have 
shed my blood, torn my flesh, and pulled out my 
hair, and threatened mc with the worst of deaths ; 
for I know they did it ignorantly through unbelief; 
for, my friend, this generation cannot bear to hear 
sound doctrine, for they have heaped up to them- 
selves teachers, having itchings ears ; they arc all 
minding their own things, but few the things of 
Jesus Christ. I have been, those ten years past, the 
very butt of the great red dragon's wrath, and a 
gazing-stock to a restless blinded world, who are 
continually spewing out great floods of falsehood, 
cruel mockings, and murdering plots against us, 
either to scatter or kill us ; but oh, praise ! praise ! 
eternal praise and thanksgiving to divine wisdom 
and almighty power, that the worst of their inten- 
tions have hitherto turned out for our good, for none 
of our society has yet fallen before the enemy ! Wo 
did not leave Irvine till we were obliged to flee for 
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our lives. We have never lacked any thing yet ; it 
is even better with us than it was at the beginning. 
— Yours, &c. Elspath Simpson/* 

Mr White carried on for some time a correspond- 
ence with Mr James Purvice, a schoolmaster in the 
neighbourhood of Edinburgh, on religious topics; 
but when Mr Purvice announced his intention to 
publish the whole correspondence, with his own re- 
marks on the points at issue, Luckie took up the pen 
to express her sentiments,^ 

To Mr James Purvice, Schoolnuuter, 
"Sir, 

" You have troubled us much with your letters^ 
but, indeed, I was jealous of your satanic self-right- — ■ 
eous designs. You said, in your first letter, you luutf 
heard we believed in the ^iillennium, and that yoi 
thought this doctrine had no small countenance 
the Scripture. I think, of all the letters I have evei^ 
seen, yours are the most confused mixture of Chrisltf 
and the devil. It appears to me, that you are a mac:' 
who desires to show your abilities to the world .-^ 
You want a proof, as the Jews of old did of Jesus ^ 
whether he was Christ or not. I answer, you had 
better come and see what we are, before you publish 
your controversy — living words have always more 
weight than dead letters. Not that we are afraid of 



1 See " Eight Letters between the people called Buchanites, and a 
Teacher, near Edinborgh.** Edin. 1785. * 
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you ; for we are not our own — wo arc Christ's, and 
the world knoweth us not. I think I never had such 
a shock, as td hear, from your letter, that you marked 
Gt>d debtor to carnal man for bringing in children 
after the flesh, that he might get seed to Jesus 

Christy after the flesh 

" Elspatii Simpson." ^ 

"When I went into Edinburgh," writes Andrew 
Innes, " with the second part of Mr White's work, 
to get it printed, Mr Purvice called on nie at Mr 
Hill's father's house, wliere I lodged, and diMpiitod 
with me strongly against the i)ersonality of Go<i 
He said God was light, and light could not admit of 
personal parts ; but when I directed his attention to 
Moses at Mount Sinai, he was put to a stand. J 
never saw his publication, but I believe it wum pub- 
lished in 1786." 

From the strain of Mrs liuehan's letter to Mr 
Purvice, and other circumstances, the announ<'e<l 
publication seems to have caused a great seit^tation 

1 Aocording to Mr Innes, Purrice wm ^chtHilnumUtr mi HroaigUljm, 
bat th« following letter from my friuufl Mr l^uJ, iiiifii*ti:r of thai 
pariih, shows that to be a niiittake. 

*MT DBAS 8l«, 

**It gladdens niy heart to ■«« your fUt onr-i; more. I ain nurry Ut 
N^ythat there nerer wasa Jam*!* Purvice •f.htnAnuuttir in HrmtigUtJth . 
Mr Andrew Innes must be niMtakt-n m» to th«: ttMinti of th«i (^.triJili. tt 
I could find any circumstance as to th«! narfj*; of thi: puriMb, itr rciraf fl- 
ing the author of the pamphlet, mo an Vt affofl a frlijtr, I «>oiil4 ttufi 
willingly lend my aid to trace out parti/'uiar*, f'ff u i» protAlii* ttt« 
tnthor it not now in the land uf the linlux.-Yntirm n\hfrrt;if, 

** lljiMitvo* i'kt.i.:' 



[ unoQgBt the little knot at New Cample. < Tlw 

I genoral feeling was, that, having, aa they tboiigbt, 

, Scripture to support all their dDgmas/tbey shonld 

I publish to the world such an exposition of thar 

" Faith and Practice," as would tend, in future, to 

silence their enemies. The execution of this work 

devolved upon Mr Wliite, who was zealously asuatcd 

by Mr Hunter, and found an active amunueusis in 

Hr George Rill, the young man who had recently 

I joined the society. The first part of the work ii 

] dated 18th October IIST), and the second and con- 

I eluding part, on 9th December of the same year. It 

I comprises, in all, 124 octavo pages. 

The first portion of the work was printed by Mr 

L Jackaon, in Dumfries ; but he had thereby incurred. 

r such public odium, that he coutd not be prevuledon 

to publish the remainder. Mr Innes was tlierefone 

f dispatched to Edinburgh on foot, with the M8S. iw 

his pocket, but he could not find s person disposed! 

to publish the work, till he engaged to become the 

I purchaser of a considerable part of the impressi^. 

I There being no demand for these copies, they were 

ultimately given away gratuitously by Mr ^Vhite ia 

Dumfries-shire and Galloway. 

An idea may be formed of the strain of the wor)c> 
from the copious contents of the title-page. " "Fb^ 



•r ill iiqulrili Uul wert 
ht} begmi r.uEtiDBlj to 
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Divine Dicdonanr, or a Treatise indited by Holy 

Ln^iradon, containing the Faith and Practice of t)io 

people (by the world) calleil lUichaiiites, who are 

actually waiting for the second coming of our Lord, 

and who believe that thcv alone shall be translated 

into the clouds, to meet the Lord in thu air, and so 

shall be ever with the Lord. * There appeannl a 

great wonder in heaven — a woman/ Rev. chap. xii. 

V. !• Written by that society/' 

The work, throughout, is a complete jumble of 

fanatical jargon, and denunciations against those 

"<who dared to disbelieve the divine mission of the 

mysterious woman ; and a crude exposition of their 

lieterodoxy, arranged under the following htnuls : — 

** Concerning the propagation of the human raci* — a 

demonstration that the soul and person is the same 

*-the person of Christ i>ossessod of a divine nature 

only — concerning the Spirit of Cilod — concerning 

Q^od's decrees — the nature of true devotion — (iod's 

Diethod of caDing men to true salvation — concerning 

the end of the world — a divine receipt, instru(;ting 

liow all may live for ever — the meeting Christ in the 

clouds," &c.^ 

It is mentioned in this work that, " in nothing ar(» 

* Their worst eneniioa could not have advised them to do any thing: 
more injurious to Uieir reputation and HUccesH, tlian to write a book. 
It showed them to be illiterate, erroneous, viHionary, and rhapHodical. 
So little reason was mixed up with their madneHH, that it in often inu 
possible to comprehend their ravings ; and to say exactly what, on 
Tsrious topics, was their bdief. Tlieir favourite passtif^fu of Soripturo 
was Ileb. ix. 28 — " Unto them that I(»ok for him sliall he appear tlie 
second time, without sin unto salvation."— Struthers' History of the 
Relief Church. 



e |)e(^Ie of the world more deluded, than 
views regarding the g^norntion of children. They 
think that God puts a soul into every child tbit 
s into the world. This leads me to think, tblt 
I knows no more of their souls, than ti» 
» of the fields know of theirs. The descripdOB 
it this world sometimes gives of their soul, is tbt 
a description of nothing. The notion of i 
1 existing in a separate state from that of t!» 
9 the height of absurdity ;— it is the folly of 
1 philosophy, which has mingknl with whlA 
1 calls divinity. Through the whole of the 01^ 
, without an exception, the term sooL 
denotcs the whole person. The breath that wen* 
into the nostrils of Adam, was ' the life of his soulr 
1 the final exit of that breath was ' the death t^^ 
■ soul," ' 

" Men tliink that people are to come to the know-' — ' 
B of Godt some other way than by their senses S 
1 it is nonsense, and the height of absurdity, tc^* 
ink that the knowledge of God and liis ways, oai^*- 
e attained in any other May than by external organs* 
They are only visionaries who speak om^ 
mal evidence."* 

! thought, as the world now thinks, that 
s Spirit of God wrote the Scriptures so mystical 
i obscure, that there was need for what they call 
;n, to e:iplain the meaning to whut is called 
e vulgar or less learned, i was made to believe 
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by contention, the silence of the clergy was a more 
deadly blow to the pretensions of the Buchaniteiy 
than all that could have been written against them. 
" Mr White's plan," says Mr Innes, " for redeem- 
ing the earth from the bondage of corruption, wsi 
similar in many respects to that prescribed by 8t 
John in the Revelation. It was — ' That we who 
were waiting with our Friend Mother at the second 
coming of Christ, would be personally raised, by 
supernatural power, like Elijah or Jesus, till we 
were above the ethereal heavens, where we would 
liave a resting-place with the angels and all redeem- 
ed saints ; and, in the presence of Father and Son, to 
be spectators of the consuming by fire of all polluted 
objects, under the direction of the destroying angels 
appointed for that purpose; there to remain until 
this world was consumed, and the stream of vapour 
rising from it while in the act of consumption, had 
cooled and become solid, then to remove to that 
new world, where Christ is to reign with the saints 
for a thousand years. Whilst all the pollutions 
created by evil men, fell down into a solid body, and 
formed the residence of satan, and all the offspring 
of his evil and polluting spirit, which, in Scripture, is 
called hell.' " 
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CHAPTER m. 

The Buchanites imposed on by a dissolute officer of the Royal Marines 
— Andrew Innes, when on a mission into England, suddenly called 
homO) with his converts, to meet the Lord in the clouds — The mid- 
night manifestation at New Cample — The great Fast of forty days 
commenced — Several of those engaged in that wild project nearly 
starred to death — The fasting scheme interrupted by the interference 
of the county magistrates— The Buchanites suspected of the crime 
of tnflmticide — Andrew Innes dismissed from the Society — His 
vision at LeadhiUs — ^Mother Buchan attempts again to scale the sky 
— Circumstances connected with that ridiculous afifair. 

Strangers who called at Buchan Ha', either to 
see the internal arrangements, or to converse with 
the great Luminary herself, were very kindly re- 
ceived. One of the most noted of their casual 
visitors, was James Brown, a merchant tailor from 
Sunderland, who, being captivated with what he 
had seen and heard at New Cample, on his return 
to England, published an account of those expectants 
of immortality ; and, on announcing his intention of 
becoming one of their number, was followed by 
several other persons, one of whom is thus spoken 
of in the Divine Dictionary .^ " Upon hearing of our 
waiting on Christ's second coming, that we might 
have a victory over death, Charles Edward Conyers, 
a young gentleman of His Majesty's naval officers, 

1 Divine Dictionary, p. 83. 



left a]l tho vain glory of hia former life, Had 
diatsly came to wait with us for the ooa 
Jesuii." 

As, up to that period, it Lad been a. fundi 
rule of the society, that no member couJd ret 
eartlily drag or entangleinent, whereby his ta 
could be retarded at the great day, so ardei 
pected to be quite at band,* Mr Conyers wi 
scquently, required to resign his )ia!f-pay aa an 
of marines, in this formal manner : — 



Copy of a letter from Charles Edward Conyi 

First Lieutenant of Marines, to Philip St 
Esq., Secretary of the Admiralty. 



" Sib, 

" Bo ao good as inform my Lords Comi 
era of the Admiralty, for His Majesty's infer 
that I freely resign my commission under E 
jesty, Iffiing determined to hold no coromissio 
an earthly crown. My reaiious for ao doing, 




K 



Dg : — Miiaag m tmm ^mmA Aer awtk ^ 
id, at Smidaimd laMt a pemM «k!> »- 
I hhs tint be Wd iccft ia. S«»dBKB«i a penoa 
1 widi Ae S|iim «f G«i2^ widk wkon ii0« 
[tiiiimlM9> wvdmg ftr tike renni id Jtam^ 
tieving iSbew wcve aoHW t&ie imiIh ■ «k!> 
not die, but be earned mtA Ae dovdi^ to 
belxird in tbe air. Jk«is«»^&cif- 1 pnceeded 
Hand, wbcre I batve fooad tLb pemon ilfaBu- 
by diiine l^drt. 

ith tbese Ueaaed fs^/ttuaOA onT iauMfttfirr. 

await tin dear sbaD abmie tbe yeHttt dar. 

this, TOQ wiD see tbat I aa& e£««red into a 

iraifue, fer a noble priife.. — ^TocEn, Ik-."* 

re was not, seendnigti-, & as^re i«aIo«B mew- 

in Conrers in tbe Mesetrr. He aassited Kr 

r in tranacribinz tbe hjmzA and poeaacs writ' 

r Mr Wbite, into hf^Jki ffjr tbe use of tbe 

But it soon became evident tLait be bad 

motiv^es for eooping faimaeif from aO inter- 

with tbe world, tban tbe bope of imme- 

translation to bearen, as, in tbe spring d tbe 

786, be was apprebended at New Cample, on 

^ of baring defrauded a life-assnruioe eom- 

1 London to a laree amoimt. 

letter resignii^ bis balf-pav, wbicb be took 

mbin, tbe nearest post-town to New Cample, 

laid, to pot into tbe post-ofBce witb bis own 

in order tbat be migbt be satisfied of its 
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being really dispatched to its proper destinatioii 
was found among some other papers which he left 
on being hurried away from New Cample by tb( 
officers of justice. They were afterwards satisfie( 
that he was only a wolf in sheep's clothing, of which 
had they attended to it, they had sufficient proo 
on his arrival. On his way from England to Nei 
Cample, he lodged for a night at Brownhill, a note 
wayside inn in the immediate neighbourhood of th 
latter place, but, having no money to pay his way, th 
landlord kept his hat. His first appearance, there 
fore, before the mysterious lady, was bareheadec 
This she looked upon as a mark of profound respeei 
showing a sense of the superior breeding of th 
young man, to which she was not always accui 
tomed. But, on learning afterwards the true caus 
of Conyers' obeisance, his old hat was redeeme( 
although a new one might have been purchased f( 
less money. The last appearance of this young mai 
without a hat, was on the scaffold at Tyburn. 

Other moneyless rakes afterwards applied for m 
mission, but not with the same success. Findis 
she had been deceived by Conyers, Mrs Buchan ii 
stituted an investigation and examination of su 
pected applicants, in which she was herself the chi 
actor ; but with the particulars of which we cann< 
pollute our pages. 

The next person, attracted by the representatic 
of the Sunderland clothier to visit the Buchanite 
from England, was Thomas Bradley, from Strantoi 
near Hartlepool, in the county of Durham ; wh 
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>er remaining a few weeks with tbem at New 
unple, returned to England to disfKwe of his pro- 
Tty in Torkshirey as well as his farming stof:k at 
canton. At Mr Bradley's rcf|uest, Andrew Innen 
d Duncan Robertson, two of the chief ajKmtlcft, 
companied him as missionaries, in the ho[io of 
iking a few more converts in that quarter. 
It may be remembered, that, after the wonderful 
)man seen in heaven brought forth a man child, 
3 was to remain one thousand two hundre<l and 
*eescore days in the wilderness* To fulfil the 
)ical representation of Mn Buchan's divine mis- 
n, her abode in the wilderness was suppos<*<l to 
ve commenced when she converted Mr White on' 
r first visit to Irvine — lie )>eing tlie man child 
10 was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. An 
r fancied abode in the wilderness therefore drew 
ar a close, the enthusiasm of her followers rose, in 
3 hope that, at the end of tliat time, they would 
rabed with her to heaven. The following hymn, 
ring Mrs Buchan the antonomasia of Mercy, was 
mposed by Mr White at that time, and was one 
those usually sung to the tune of the ** Beds of 
'eet roses." 



" When Merry'n on I'artht with Merry close wait, 
Le«t you be found wanting; when Hhe takes the gait 
Wltli Mercy still tarry, witli Mercy aiurend ; 
For saved shall be who endures to the end. 
When Mercy doth call you, then liasten your pace. 
And spare not beginning a heavenly race. 
Wlien Mercy is ardent to glory to soar, 
Then tread in that path where Mercy's before. 
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When Mercy Ib weary with changes of men, 
*Ti8 dreadful for you to seek rest with them then. 
The ways and the courses which Mercy ne*er treads, 
Forsake, or you're sure to he found with the dead; 
When Mercy will show you, that sudden must be 
The time of departure her glory to see. 
Then wait still at home, or perhaps you may find. 
When Mercy ascends you wiD be left behind.** ^ 

So confident were they that the second coming of 
Jesus Christ was at hand, that Mr White wrote as 
follows : — 

To Thomas Bradley ^ Stranton, near HaiHepod, 

county oflhvrham, 

** New Cample, 24th April 1786. 

" Dear loving Brothers and Sisters in God,— 
We received your most heavenly letter on the 23d, 
and we rejoice to see you safe amidst so many rapa- 
cious lions seeking to devour the seed of God. Let 
me put you in remembrance, that you are as nearly 
related to the Spirit of God on earth, as the branches 
are to the tree on which they grow ; or you are 
as nearly allied to God on earth, as Christ on earth 
was to his Father in heaven. The saints in glory 
are your loving brothers, and are now longing for 
the time of the bride's translation. Apostles, and 
their seed, sleeping in death, are abo beginning to 
feel the quickening breath of God. All these cir- 
cumstances cry — ^ Make haste ! though now in the 
flesh, you shall soon be in spiritual bodies ! Tou 

i The Buchanite MS. Hymn-book, p. 136. 
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'bD with a Grod in gnne, but you fihall mkid 
pith a Grod in glorr ! The Spirit that pw^ 
leaven for too, ahaU prepare you to inhorit 
■aaed plaoe !' 

len Christ aaoended^ he found hoaven plairiN»d 
*Til£ ; but, irhen vou asocmd, vou shall tod 
cleansed of eril spirits. When we have |rot 
IT tjvislaxian, Christ will not tarry )ang«— > 
in the Lord, Hugh White,'* 

note to this oommunieation, Andx>ew Inn<>« 
This letter gives a true description of the 
id hope of the society at the time it was 
AH our hopes were expect^ to be realised* 
i same confidence that the disciples of Jesxis 
1 to gain the promised land of Canaan before 
h and buriaL Their hopes were founded on 
>hecie8 of the Old Testament ; so were our 
r personal translation without death ; and we 
ifident that all the plagues mentioned in the 
ion of St John, would be poured upon our 
, for the Lord says — " I will be an enemy to 
Qemies, and an adversary to Uiine adver- 

letter of Mr White to Thomas Bradley, had 
y the intended effect of hurrying him, and 
n that quarter, to New Cample ; but the 
f Andrew Innes will best describe the pro- 
his mission in England. " After wo arrived 

1 Exodus, xxiii. 22. 
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at Mr Bradley's house, we were mostly employed « 
reading the correspondence of Friend Mother, an 
the hymns and divine poems composed by ]Mr Whit 
to the neighbours who called daily. Mrs Bradlc 
expressed her desire to be at the society, with h 
family of six yoimg children ; and wanted t^ 
women of the society to assist her with them on tl 
road ; so Duncan went back to inform our Friei 
of this request. When Thomas Bradley's frien 
found that he was fully resolved to depart, th 
came often to persuade him of his folly, as th 
called it ; and those who were sponsors for his ch 
dren, threatened to detain them. 

" One day as we were sitting in the kitchen w: 
several neighbours, in comes a well-dressed m 
with a whip in his hand, and as if he had b€ 
driving a waggon, and attacked Thomas for his fo 
in proposing to leave a good farm, to go with 
family to join a parcel of Scotch beggars, who woi 
send him back to beg as soon as his money was spe 
Thomas listened without saying much, then i 
stranger, looking to me, said, * Who is this fellow 
Thomas replied, * It is one of the society I ; 
about to join.' He then raised his whip, and L 
the but-end on my shoulders with all the force 
his power, several times, and ordered me to bego] 
I rose, and was stepping towards the back do 
when I received another stroke to quicken my pa 
and, following me into the court-yard, he ordered : 
to depart immediately, lashing my legs all the tii 
Thomas was a quiet man, but by this time he y 
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H.^ckened, and, layisg hold of bL^ cousin, ordcrcil 
Mm to leave the house, which he did, and I went 
Wk. But his cousin went to a justice of the f Kraf-c, 
to take Thomas before him to lie examinc<l, and t(> 
get me sent out of the place as a vagrant. 

" Next day a constable appeared, witli a warrant 
for that purpose. Thomas saddled his liorso, and I 
rode behind him to Sedgcfield, and we wore cr in- 
ducted into a room where there were two ju>tifi;ft, 
who, after attacking Thomas in the same strain a> 
his cousin had done, and telling him that ho and hi> 
family would become burdens to the j»arish, strovt; 
to prove him insane, but in that they com]ili'toly 
failed. I was charged with having put Thomas's 
brain wrong, and the constable was enjoined to take 
me off as a vagrant next morning. 

** When Mrs Bradley heard the sentence of tin* 
justices, she ordered her servants to ]>reparc, with 
all possible speed, victuals for the journey ; and they 
got a large waggon packed with boxes containing 
elothes of all descriptions, and the women and 
children placed on it before daylight, and we wore 
all gone before any of the neighbours know. The 
''^ftggon, drawn by two strong horses, moved at tho 
rate of about fifty miles a-day. Wo had some diffi- 
culty in finding quarters by the way, as our number 
in all amounted to sixteen persons, which, upon our 
arrival at New Cample, made a considerable addition 
to our society.** 

The arrival of these persons is thus pompously 
announced in the Divine Dictionary : — 



104 



THE BUGHAMITB8. 



*' O world ! world I world ! for which I sigh, 
sider these writings as for eternity. The flaunt 
guides the pen that writes these lines, is a 
against you, if found wanting in the balance 
sanctuary ; will these well-meant lines not ii 
you to consider the momentous point of whidi 
treat ? Some people of good substance in 
have left all to come to this place, to wait 
and to hasten that blessed day of Christ'a 
coming." ^ 

Many persons who were members of the 
when in Irvine, but who did not choose to leave i 
place' at the time others did so, to follow 
Buchan,now left their homes under the 
that the great event so. ardently wished for 
hand. The number - now located in the 
thatched house called^' Buohan Ha,' " was upi 
of sixty. Lest, in describing what follows, it 
be supposed I wished to amuse the reader at 
pense of truth, I will quote the words of Mr Iniu 

" We thought our hopes were about to be 
when our landlord's sister cam^ one morning 
early, to inform us that the whple onstead of 
joining farmer, named John Stitt, had been bi 
the ground, without any one being able to foi 
most distant idea of the cause of it. Still, 
one of the most violent enemies, we were all 
pleased to hear the news of the disaster that 
befallen him, as we considered it to be the 



1 Divine Dictionary, p. 48. > Appendix, Note 3. 
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nienoement of the general judgment, that was about 
to fall on all who did not believe in the divine mis- 
sion of the author of our community ; and if longer 
time has been granted sinners to repent, they have 
Hot us to thank for it. 

" One evening when we were as usual all employed, 
some in the garret, and many below. Friend Mother 
was in the kitchen surrounded by children, when, on 
a sadden, a loud voice was heard, as if from the 
clouds. The children, assisted by our great lumin- 
ary, struck up the following hymn : — 

* Oh I hasten translation, and come resurrection ! 
Oh ! hasten the coming of Christ in the air I ' 

All the members below, instantly started to their 
feety and those in the garret hurried down as fast as 
they possibly could through the trap-door ; but it 
being, about midnight, and there being no light in 
the house, Mr Hunter, in the agitation of the mo- 
ment, and being a feeble old man, tumbled headlong 
down the trap- ladder, whilst striving to descend 
from the cockloft. In an instant, however, he 
bounded from the ground, and, with a voice as loud 
as a trumpet, joined in the general chorus of * Has- 
ten translation,' which every one in the house sung 
most vehemently. The bodily agitation became so 
great, with the clapping of hands and singing, that it 
w out of my power to convey a just idea, on paper, of 
the scene which it occasioned : every one thought the 
blessed moment was arrived ; and every one singing, 
leaping, and clapping his hands, pressed forward to 
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the kitchen, where Friend Mother sat with great 
composure, whilst her face shone so white with the 
glory of God, as to dazzle the sight of those whc 
beheld it ; and her raiment was as white as snow. 

'* The noise was so loud, that the neighbourhooc 
was alarmed. Thomas Davidson, our landlord, came 
to our door like a man out of his senses ; he rapped 
and called at the door, till he obtained admission; 
and he, too, squeezed into the kitchen, beseeching 
her to save him, and the multitude by whom the 
house was surrounded, from the pending destruction, 
which they apprehended was about to destroy the 
world. She told them to be of good cheer, for 
neither he nor any of his friends would suffer any 
damage that night, for she now saw her people were 
not sufficiently prepared for the mighty change 
which she intended them to undergo. 

" As the light passed from her countenance, she 
called for a tobacco-pipe, and took a smoke ; and, as 
the extraordinary agitation diminished, the people 
without dispersed quietly. How long the tumult 
lasted, I was not in a state of mind to recollect ; 
but, I remember, when daylight appeared, of having 
seen the floor strewed with watches, gold rings, and 
a great number of trinkets, which had been, in the 
moment of expected translation, thrown away b} 
the possessors, as useless in our expected country. 
We did so, because Elijah threw away his mantle, 
when he was, in like manner, about to ascend to 
heaven. My own watch was of the number. I 
never saw it more ; but I afterwards learned thai 
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** ^lan Gibson^ our treasurer, had collected all the 
batches and jewellery then thrown away, and sold 
*'Mem in Dumfries. 

" This was, to many, as convincing a proof of our 
-friend Mother being the divine person Mr White 
Represented her to be, as the Jews had on Mount 
Sinai, or as Peter, James, and John had on Mount 
Tabor, or as Moses gave the Israelites proof of his 
authority for bringing them into the fulfilment of the 
promise made to Abraham. We were now in the 
position of the apostles on the day of Pentecost, and 
with feelings nearly the same. It was only those 
that were near her, with then- faces towards her, 
that could observe the change. It was with us, as 
it was with Paul's conversion — although all felt the 
power, all did not see the supernatural light ; so, all 
did not hear the voice ; and that may account for the 
division which afterwards took place among us. 

" But this disclosure," continues Andrew, " was 
not like what is called the spiritual manifestations of 
the Quakers, Methodists, Rowites, Irvingites, or like 
the religious revivals at Kilsyth and other places, 
which all proceed from the same deceptive fountain. 
Their joy, or enlivening of their mind, arises from 
a hope in a God of whom they know nothing, yet 
whom they believe to be every where present, with- 
out a person or personal parts ; and who, they believe, 
respects a soul which they suppose themselves to 
possess, which is composed of nothing, or is immate- 
rial, which is the same, and without personal parts 
also, either to enjoy or to be enjoyed. Yet they 
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solicit tbeir unknown God to make their ui 
souls bappy through all eternity, in a plac 
know not where ; yet it is in such a foui 
all their faith and hope rest, from whence th 
arises. The hell they fall into, when this i 
tionless faith and hope gives way, is to be ^vt 
devil and his angels ; but where that is, < 
is immaterial, I suppose many Protestants hi 
to learn, or rather to make, before it can 
covered. 

** The objects that enlivened our minds v 
of a substantial quality, and all enjoyable 
senses ; we expected to hear and see a Go 
as Moses saw and heard from Mount Sina 
a Jesus Christ, such as the three disciples : 
Mount Tabor ; with a disposition of mind an 
ners, such as we saw and heard daily in their di; 
representation. The woman clothed with the s 
the moon under her feet, and her head omai 
with the likeness of Christ and his twelve af 
whose light appeared in the words from her 
and his actions in the looks from her eyes ; 
and every thing resembling Christ and his a] 
and, with such a companion to introduce us 
Holy of Holies, our confidence was great, ai 
could it be otherwise ? " 

Such is the account given by Andrew In 
what he calls ^' The midnight manifest 
Though this wild scheme was thwarted solely 
established laws of nature, Luckie, as better a 
ing her purpose, ascribed it wholly to want o 
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in her foUowen, who, consequently, not having ob- 
tained the spiritual state necessary to their transla- 
tion without tasting death, a total abstinence from 
all earthly nourishment for forty days, was deemed 
by her indispensably necessary to prci>are those 
who should wish to profit by that great event. 
Elgah fasted forty days before his translation ; ^ and 
Moses fasted forty days and forty nights in the pre- 
sence of the Lord;^ and Jesus remained fortv 
days in the wildemesss, in a state of fasting ;^ and, 
finally, Peter, James, and John, needed no ter- 
restrial support on the Mount of Transfiguration 
with Ood.^ She likewise assured them, at the same 
time, that, as the blood receded from their veins, 
the Holy Spirit would occupy its place, and that 
they would consequently become spiritual bodies, 
like the gpreat founder of their society. 

If this proposal was made, as was generally sup- 
posed at the time by the people in that ncighbour- 
liood, only to frighten away many, who, it was feared, 
baving nothing to support themselves, had joined 
tbe society merely for the sake of leading an idle 
life, the stratagem did not succeed, for all were alike 
enthusiastic. 

* * And he (El^ah) arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the 
tnogth of that meat forty days and forty nights unto lioreb the 
>iout of God."— I Kings, xix. 8. 

'"And Moses was in the Mount (Sinai) forty days and forty 
«i|htB."— Exodus, xxiT. 18. 

' Jesos, being forty days tempted by the devil, did eat nothing.— 
Uke,iT.l. 

* Matthew, zvU. 1, 2. 
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Mercy gave the word, and the great demonstra- 
tion commenced with the following hymn, composed 
for the occasion by Mr Whyte : — 

** On words of God his children fe«d ; 
For little by the mouth they need. 
In bliss they feed, by words and light. 
To all that's God's having just right. 
Here we live, and here we feed. 
On living words, nor much we need. 
To live with God's a noble life — 
For earthly food we know no strife. 
The more on living words we feed. 
The less of earthly food we need." 

I again adopt the words of Andrew Innes:^ — ^ 
" After the fast began, we had very little intercom*^® 
with strangers. The door was bolted, and the wi-"*^"* 
dows nailed down and screened, letting in li^^* 
only sufficient to enable us to see to read, for tli.^*> 
and singing hymns composed for the occasion, i^^ 
our sole exercise. We read and sang so loud, ^ 
often to surprise those without; for many people 
came to see us, and when they could not get admit- 
tance, they walked about and listened at the doors 
and windows before they went away ; but we never 
heeded them, as we were looking for the great event 
which was to relieve us from our earthly bondage ; 
so that we much resembled Jonah when wishing and 
watching for the destruction of Nineveh, lest the 
repentance of the people should prevent the threat- 
ened overthrow of that city, and thereby establish 
for him the character of a false prophet. He had 
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no regard for the many thousands in the devoted 
city who were to suffer by the judgment ; neither 
had we for the whole world. We wished as seri- 
ously to see the whole world consumed by fire, as 
he desired the destruction of Nineveh. 

" We never went to bed ; some stretched them- 
selves on coverlets, by txums, on the floor. The in- 
firm generally lay couchant on the beds in the cock- 
loft ; and, it being about the middle of June, we 
scarcely knew night from day. A\Tien the fast com- 
menced, we had twenty Scots pints, i,e, eight gallons, 
of molasses, a little manna, and a few stones of oat- 
meal in the store ; but during the whole six weeks 
of the fast, there was no such thing as cooking 
victuals, and no complaint was made for want of 
food even bv the children. There was, indeed, 
sometimes a desire for a little drink, and as Friend 
Mother was always stepping about among us, she 
kept a little treacle mixed with hot water, and 
allowed to cool, which she gave to any person who 
was thirsty ; but it was verj' seldom required, excejit 
by a blind woman, who lay in bed the most of the 
time ; and, as she was very deaf, and could not fee* I 
by the eye and the ear, as the rest of us did, she 
therefore required some earthly nourishment. 

" Speaking from my own feelings, (and I have 
heard other persons say the same,) every desire for 
earthly food was taken away, and its place was sup- 
plied by a loathing at the thought of it. We were 
afnud of being disturbed by our neighbours before 
the forty days were expired, and therefore compelled 
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to eat. These were not the figments of imagin 
tion, for we were supported without earthly food 
this time, as the Jews were on manna in the deser 
and we knew, as well as they did, that our suppo 
was derived from heaven, for, and by, ih& author 
our Society."^ 

After the commencement of the fast, all the chi 
dren, who still continued to be separated as mu< 
as possible from their parents, were surprising 
abstemious from food ; so much so, that Mrs Hunt 
became so alarmed that her son and daughter, ai 
even her husband, would be starved to death befo 
the end of the forty days, that she communicate 
her fears to her friends in Irvine. Mrs Young, 
sister of Mr H., was, in consequence of tl 
communication, prevailed on to visit them at Nc 

I The spiritual manifestations of the Buchanites bore, in many p 
ticulars, a remarkable resemblance to a noted sect of enthusiasts, in 
appeared in Dauphiny in the year 1688. When an assembly was : 
pointed, men, women, and children poured forth from the surroui 
ing hamlets, crying for mercy till the hills rebounded with the souni 
mercy being the burden of their songs. Their preaching was alw 
concerning the second coming of Christ, which they affirmed wac 
hand, and which event, they said, would be preceded by signs a 
wonders in the heavens, and by a deluge of judgments on the wicl 
throughout the world — as famine, pestilence, earthquakes, darknf 
and fire from heaven. That the exterminating angels should root < 
the tares, and there would only remain on the earth good co 
Three of these visionaries came into England, and made many c< 
verts, the chief of whom was John Lacy, who wrote much on the si 
ject of his divine mission. He concludes the preface to his ** L 
Warning,^ with these words, — ** If, within six months now to come, \ 
word of God doth not attest that we are from Him, I shall, before 
the world, acknowledge my delusion. Witness my hand, this 23 
day of October, 1707, John Lacy."— Edinburgh Christian Instruct 
Appendix, Trial of Edward Irving, pp. 96, 97, 98, 99. 
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Zlample, as being the most likely person to ]>orsiui(lc 

ber brother to return home; hut, having failed in 

the object of her mission, Mrs Hunter f(innc«<i tlio 

resolution of leaving Buchan Ha', with her j>i!>tor-in- 

law, to try if she could, by legal means, remox i^ hor 

ehildren and husband from the f>eri]ous situation in 

winch they were place<l. " It cost her little tmiiblo," 

says InneSy ''to make all our neighl>ouns in tin* 

coBDtry, and even Sir James Kirk]>atrick hiniM^lf, 

believe that we were really insane by attempting to 

live without food, thereby opening the door to all 

the troubles that afterwards befell the Sooiotv." 

The step taken by Mrs Hunter raLsed auch a i*oni- 
motion in Buchan Ha', that the ** La<iy of Light " 
opened her spiritual artillery, in full force, on tlu» 
offending female. 



" Madam, 



To Elizabeth Frances, 

"New Cample. July 17h/i. 



" I, whom your person by faith once kn<.'w, 
have not forgot how you rejoiced therein ; and now 
I) and all in heaven above, and all on earth l>elow, 
know that you have not forgot in fear what you 
once minded in love; but let me, in (jod's great 
luune, for whose name's sake you and this great world 
hate me, warn you, that your present pride shall in 
t little be turned into a stumbling-block and a pit 
of deep despair, for your conduct to * the people of 
Ood, and your despite to the Spirit of Grace,* You 
have done as much evil as you could, though not 

11 
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one thousandth part of what you would like t 
Please remember you have condemned the just 
have not ceased to kill the precious faith, be 
the devil that is in you is aware, that it doe 
consist with the present dispensation to kill p 
for their faith, and this fills your heart with w 
You have acted as a very bold champion, bo 
pride and malice ; the devil has shielded and 
nessed you with all the cunning of a serpent, 
the deceit of a devil. Your unruly tongue has 
to the utmost of its power, though not the leng 
its will, to set all nature on hell's fire against 
light and love of God,' who, in God's strei 
was very active at that time in the great wor 
which it was sent to this nether world. But C 
shall come in flaming fire to take vengeance c 
his enemies, and that fire shall take the flesh 
their bones, and shall form it into the likem 
that foul fiend that it came from, and it shall hav( 
lot and one portion with the devil for ever and 
where the worm dieth not, and the fire is i 
quenched. 

"I know that this is a discovery, that noi 
those in the world will like to hear of, but 
shall hear of it, and, in due time, shall feel it, 
that throughout eternity. Methinks, reflectio 
this, would make you cease to pervert the wa 
the living God. If, at least, you will contini 
sin against Light and Love, cease to be a Hi/m 
and PhUettM to others. I do not wonder that 
a valiant soldier as you have been in the servi 
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the devil, aliould be loath to lay *biwn. your irfrapon 
ind armour of rebdlion against the MoKt Hlxrh, ami. 
&r less, to resigii joor eommixufm; hat jfjti viA 
only get a second death for yonr MinivM, for *.h*r 
end of all the devil*» sabjeota u to he humf^fi. 

As the fiuth of her followers decilneiL thf: zn^riv 
inoeased the extravagance of her precections. ui'l 
the rigour of her discipline. Any p^rrvyn. ttwpefte*! 
of having an intention of leaving; che H^ciery, v;i:f 



' Ms. Lfttcr-bnok. Tlw foOowinir 4:c:u<nn: <if *. juttjkt tF;tti ru.n«r*. 
^W^Hmwihi, £«!., baniwr, Erviiui, aUiuImi 'tirwr;-/ '/i •Sin -.itum .1' vf .* •. 
Bniter'i dcpartsr* frrjcn th« ffKiinr/. ac *j;n *um«t .i' 'Jut '.fM. ^wt. 
'kiKgii writtm aixty jitax% aftftr rJuat j.tr.r^l. 

• ;<—.n*. .iUu ^"i ..:4#; 

* . . . Sirs Hontiir iru ft ritry ':i4!«<*r V'lnuui. .' .w<^ .uAr*: :".*■.■.. 
^^ I eoomlmd ▼«r7 zood juithf/rirv- *iuu: 'Jut .Irtr '^luitr 'itax. '.t.*irw.'. 
^Cytsac to tfa« chanu*titr ai:ti»4 by Liu;!*^ BiurhJtn, vw -l ;«r'.f.fi«»» 
^■deby her to Xn Hnnter Dj pii£ httr j'tiinyt^c ".miil r.i teauu m tt-.r. 
ttidthe child had the fpirit of chit 'fe<rii in it. ' 

I have received another winaQj unp'irun£ adit ^irimnr^: Sf.r-i.*.^:.:. 
<» tUi mbfcet, from Xr AfexMuinr HiinrKr, % i*rr} fvkutv.rM.ip. .--.jir.. 
'onaeri^ ftarmer of 9cw Campln, baC fUjw 'if P^nf>r.nf. 



"... Abofxt tweivit jatan aipof -vhtm «in^.ntr '.'nr. f'»nnitiujt.n -.i a. 
ity ia the ndm of <«• «>f tfa^ oui Bimfaomtit ai<>«:wn u. ^t'« '.aA;(rt^. i 
tvaid 1^ with my vpail*, chit 4knil of aA inf.kAf: n»u"./ •enr./f Thf- 
Mighbattf«» who aaw it, «aai many ocb«r« had r.«Mn r-uM'l nitar r.i.^ 
*ttt ifoC afaortiy bdhrrt E ram* bi li** ac 9kw ''.amplfc ; and a£ a « ... ■ 
period a great aiimh«r of woaJl hutxiK* w^trt n4Mt«i tbcr" 



It nay be here vtatied that th« *:ritMt ',{ .nfaAf.ii.ui* w *itu:.i.ai»"i 
Vadar the gcacral title tit "* O/af.ttnxinsf ^r'/ptupttii^ii 'A 'Jw h mai. 
Biec.".Divhke Dfctifjiiary, pa^ U. 
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locked up, and every day ducked in cold water ; * 
but Mrs Hunter having been the first, of course 
escaped this penance, and, in spite of the preceding 
anathema, made her complaint, in a formal manner, 
to Sir James Kirkpatrick, one of the magistrates of 
the county of Dumfries, who granted a warrant to 
bring Mr Hunter and his children before a court at 
Brownhill, for the purpose of being examined on the 
points complained of by the petitioner. 

Drs Yourstoun and Stewart, two eminent medics^, 
practitioners in the neighbourhood, being in attenA 
ance, examined Mrs Hunter's children, who, a7^ 
though reduced to skeletons by not having partakes 

food for nearly a month, refused every kind -^ 
nourishment that was offered to them ; even swe^ 
meats, when put into their mouths, they reject^= 
with seeming disgust, which very much surprised ^a. 
the justices and attendants in court. They weir** 
liowever, at length prevailed upon by their mottxer 
to partake of some refreshment with her. The elder 
of these children was a boy about ten years of age; 
the other, a girl two years younger. 

The examination of Mr Hunter occupies several 
pages of the Innes MS. It is in substance a charge 
against Mr Hunter, by the court, of folly and ill- 
behaviour, in having left a good property and an 
excellent business, for the purpose of following a 
filthy, lascivious witch, to the ultimate ruin of his 
family. " Mr Hunter, being a lawyer, turned upon 

1 Sketch of the Life of Mrs Buchan. Chambers* Biographical Dic- 
tionary, vol. i., p. 388. I 
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that of Andrewy his brother, in the nimtiTe before 
me, who says, that ** duriDg the first four wedcs ol 
the Fast, there was not as much solid food oonsomd 
by all the members of the sodetr, as he had seei 
one individual take at a single meal.** 

Under these drcumstanoesy it occarred to th* 
magistrates that there might have beoi some persoi 
starved to death at Buchan Ha% and their remain 
concealed there, particularly as the Badianites wes 
accused in the country of committing infimticid 
to a horrible extent.' They issued a wairax 
authorizing the premises to be strictly seardie^ 
which was immediately carried into effect by a poss 
of constables, who stated in their report, ** that the 
could not find the remains of any person who migrl 
have been starved to death, or of any child who h* 
been murdered." 

Though no discovery was made on this survey] 
tending to criminate any individual member of ihe 
society, or even to strengthen the suspieions g&n^ 
rally entertained of the unlawful practices of the 
body at large, yet that most revolting charge made 
against them by the public was not removed ; it hmg, 
as already stated, one of their avowed dogmas, thik 
the law which finished the bestial sacrifices at the 
altar, put an end to carnal marriages ; and that, the 
unrestrained intercourse of the sexes was permitted 
by the inspired writers of the Old Testament.' 

1 CasUe-Dooglas Ifiscelbuiy for 20th February 1846. iiJwnitihrtD 
cet of Bfrs Black of Tinwald ffliaws. 
) Dirine Dictionary, p. 71. 
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reprehensible desires, accompanied by the revoltiD 
crime thus described by a poetaster of the day, — 

** But lest the gang should come to scorn. 
Whene'er an infant it was bom. 
They threw it in the fire." i 

A circumstance occurred at this time, calculat^^ 
to strengthen this unfavourable popular belic'^. 
Katherine Gardner, who, previous to the formatio"^ 
of the society, had been housemaid in Mr Hunter-^ s 
family, left Buchan Ha' with her old mistress, -fcc 
resume her former station ; but, finding herself preg*- 
nant to Andrew Innes, by the advice of her mistress 
and other friends, she speedily returned to Ne'vr 
Cample to enforce her claim against him by law, l&st 
he might be famished before the end of the Fast of 
Forty Days. When this case became known, it wa* 
fixed on by the public as an instance of inconti- 
nence, which would never have been known beyond 
the walls of Buchan Ha', had not the accidental 
circumstance just described led to its discovery.^ 

So strong was the excitement of the populace on 
this occasion, that it was deemed necessary, for the 
peace of the society, to send Andrew Innes away by 
night, lest he might fall a sacrifice to the fury of 
the inhabitants of Nithsdale. His own words, in 



1 ^ The Buchanltes," a poem, by Henry MDowal, published 1792. 
Stanza ix. 

2 M These things excited much noise in the country side. Bfany sean- 
dalous stories spread to their hurt. Their denial of marriage as an 
ordinance of heaven, led to reports of the grossest kind." — Stnxthers' 
History of the Relief Church, p. 344. 
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deacribiiig the event, are — ^^ Although our Friend 

Motho* did all she could to prevent this, the voice 

of the whole society was acrainst her. I was doomed 

to be cast out, like the man who had not the wedding 

garment. Mr White gave me ^\e shillings, to bear 

DJy expenses home to Muthill, saying, that I was 

Jiot to return without brinsrinsr with me a eertifi- 

Gate fix)m the minister of the parish, that I had 

^©covered from my present deranged and confused 

state of mind, and that the societv would receive 

'io more trouble from Katherine Gardner on mv 

Account. 

"Being more reduced in body than any other 

Person in the house, by reason of the long fast, it 

^^ecame necessary to send me away on horseback, as 

I could not walk across the floor without the aid of 

* staff; so next morning, by cock-crow, they had me 

iDounted on our landlord's old mare behind William 

Lindsay, and, accompanied by John Gibson on foot, 

We were past Thomhill before any of our eneinies 

were out of bed to give the alarm. I suffered so 

much pain from being seated on the back of this 

jaded garron, that when I arrived at Leadhills, I 

could not alight of my own accord. John Gibson, 

therefore, lifted me off" the horse in his arms, and 

carried me into the public-house, at the door of 

which we had stopped. Before parting with me 

there, they both partook of meat and drink, which 

surprised me very much, as I had seen nothing of 

the kind since the commencement of the Fast. 

** Being very weak, I went to bed ; and, after 
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getting a good sleep, and drinking some milk new 
from the cow, I found myself so far recovered next 
morning, as to be able to resume my journey. 
When I was about to depart, the mistress of the 
house informed me of the unsuitableness of. my 
clothes to my person, especially my hreeks, which, 
she said, had evidently been made for a much larger 
person, a thing I had taken no notice of. She gave 
me a needle and thread, to bring the waistband 
closer to my body, to relieve my hand from holding 
them up when I walked. 

" There had been such a hurry at New Cample, 
to get me away in the morning before daybreak, 
that they had crammed me into the clothes that 
came first to hand, without regard to size or tex- 
ture. My jacket was so tattered, and my hat so 
mis-shapen, that I must have had very much the 
appearance of a scarecrow ; but my mind was too 
much occupied at the time with other matters, to 
mind what they did with me. When I had paid 
for my night's lodging, and the little refreshment I 
had received, the gudeman, perceiving my weakly 
state, kindly handed me a staff, leaning on which I 
stepped slowly to the door, and moved on the road 
as well as I could towards Douglas Mill ; but, find- 
ing my strength failing, I lay down in an old quarry 
till I should recover a little, wishing, like Job, that 
I had never been bom. After lying some time in 
a slumbering state, I was roused by the croaking of 
a flock of corbie craws, hovering just over me and 
making a great noise. Thinking they were come to 
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pick out my eyes before I was dcatl, I turned my 
&ce to the ground to prevent them ; but I expected 
every moment, as Peter the ApoHth; has de?ieril>ed 
in bis Second £pistle General, chap. iii. vor. 1 0, ** to 
see the heavens pass away with a great iioiHc, and 
the elements melt with fervent heat," and all the 
inhabitants destroyed, except the Haints at New 
Cample, who alone were to Ik* traniilatcd above the 
power of that great event, but from whom I had 
been unfortunately separated, and would, on that 
account, be one of the victims. I had, therefore, 
sufficient reason to be troubled, iM^th in body and 
mind, for, ill-prepared as I was for that event, I may 
add, few in the hour were much better, if little chtld- 
ren were excepted, 

" While lying there, I had as convincing a i)roof, 
in a vision, that our Friend Mother was what Mr 
White represented her to be in his Divine Diction- 
ary, as the shepherds who were watching their flocks 
by night at Bethlehem had, that the babe that was 
newly bom there, and was lying in a manger, was 
the Saviour of the world. This heavenly disclosure 
not only enabled me to rise and accomplish my 
journey to Muthill, but it has enabled me to con- 
tend against the opposition by which I have been 
since assailed in my journey through life." 

Although it was one of Mrs Buchan's original 
dogmas, that she was to wait with her flock till the 
second coming of Christ, yet, having taken upon 
herself the personification of the incomprehensible 
wonuui described in the Bevelation of St John, and 
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typically held her abode in the wilderness, she now 
found it necessary, before the expiry of the Fast oE^ 
Forty days, to satisfy her adherents by giving an_ 
unequivocal proof of her divine mission. Mr Innes* 
says—" Mr White wrote several poems in ftill con — 
firmation of personal translation, which greatly in — 
creased our confidence in the fulfilment of that greats 
event. Any attempt on the part of our Friend- 
Mother at that time, to let us see our ill-prepare<S- 
state for the reception of what we so anxiously ex- 
pected, and supposed we were entitled to receive 
for our attachment to her, would have been very ill- 
received." We here leave Andrew to wend his wa^ 
to Perthshire, in his misfitted habiliments, while we 
glance at the strange events passing at New Cample. 

There was a small green hillock immediately be- 
hind Buchan Ha', on the summit of which the whole 
knot generally assembled a few minutes before sun- 
set, where they sung with such united strength, that 
the deeply mixed melody of their voices was frequent- 
ly heard at Closeburn Castle, a mile distant. The 
swarm then returned to the hive ; but on the even- 
ing in question they remained on the green knoll 
till midnight, and then moved off" slowly towards 
Templand Hill,^ which they ascended before the 
break of day, holding there what they called a Love 
Meeting — a term since used by the Methodists and 
Moravians. 

According to the communication which I received 

1 Letter from Mr Lawrie, Tinwald Shaws. 
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from the Rev. D. Mund^Il. r*y:i/T c-f ^"iTliw- Hi'] 

A^cademy, dated 21>th Aiapi*! 1*-^^. iL^j i."::^-3Lj»T*-(2 

to ascend in a bodv from T*-r.TliLi Hill l: *-::Lr:«*. 

vrhich statement i* furth€-r fr^TT--}.*:-rhZ'^i >v ti. •:.!>. *-r 

agred gentleman, Mr Jam^s H<'r.*.i^?k. ::,■: r. vf TL •>rz.' 

hill, and latterlv of Ca*t'€-l>v:i'*ij. "I Tr.-v^yjTe: 

my horse, and left Thonihi]] a'^»: -: --jr-r!--?. sl I i.* I 

"Was passing the farm of T^-njliL-:, I ■» i* r-sry h.-^.-*. 

surprised at the sound of iLsr^v -&■:.:>?* :r. full ch'.r:*. 

suddenly reachin jr mv ear* . Tr. <• it. •■ '. -i : •' -^ » * i rai ii 

came from the top of Temy-^aiid Hj'I] : a:. 'I the *i]»T;<^- 

of the scene, with the k«iie:3r.<-5.* ^=f xt.i' j!ii>--. ca\»'- 

the music such a wildly impr^-j^jive- ar.'i invjieri^iu* 

effect, that I alighted frc'ic nw hor><; ltA, ha^iri:.' 

tied it to a tree, I ascendt-d ih-? hil: t> a.*'?vr:riiii 

>f those sweet strain* were rea'Iv wan •".♦.-I fr.«:ji 

ttrthlv lips, when, to my creat *'jr['ri?'?. I rt-o- -^niisc-J 

several faces that I had seen at B^ioijau Ha', parti- 

colirlv that of Luckie Biiohan herself. She wa> 

raised nearly her whole loncrth alr>ve the crowd liv 

vbom she was surrounded, who s:*»l with their 

£iees towards the risin? sun. and their amis oxteniU 

ed upwards, as if about to clasp the crroat luminary 

is he rose above the horizon.^ 

"A; hMf and length xbf cli>riuus tLir ^rrhevl. i-n Ml.uh iht^v woro *ll 
» b* uken to the re^on* abo«^. Pbcforu-.s were OTVc:<>d for th^'in lo 
waic oo til! the wondn^ul hour arrived, xad >lr$ HuohAii's pbtfi^rin 
■w exah^l above aO the ittherii. The hair of oAoh head ^^ a.< cut «thori« 
aH b«i a tuft on the top. for the angels to catch b\ when ttranin;? them 
sp. Tbe momentou* himr caiue: e%er\ station for a»tvn:iii»n wa« 
•gf-VTrpied : thiu thej expected ever\ iv.ouuMit to Iv «a(te%i into the land 
-*i :>&M. A prut of wind came. but. instead of wafcinj; iheiu upwanl*. 
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*^ On a sudden the music ceased, and, being afraid 
I had been discovered by some of these enthusiasts, 
I hurried down the hill-side, mounted my horse, and 
rode on mj way to Brownhill. On approaching that 
wayside inn, I was surprised to see the landlord and 
two strangers walking before the door at that early 
hour. After my horse was stabled, I went into the 
house with the host, and related to him my singular 
adventure on Templand Hill. Pointing to the per- 
sons still walking in front of the house, seemingly in. 
great agitation, he said Hhese men were also Buchan* 
ites, the one a farmer near Durham, and the other a. 
tailor in Sunderland. They joined that sect only & 
few weeks ago, under the full assurance that they 
would, on their arrival at Buohan Ha% be wafted 
to heaven without tasting death. But it being 
required that they should fast for six weeks, to 
prepare them, like a horse in training, they broke 
down when little more than half through, and have 
remained here since, to witness the result with those 
who would not relinquish till they had fasted the 
forty days as required. The persons you saw on 
the hill-top were the persons who had performed 
that extraordinary feat. As soon as the time of the 

it capsized Mrs Buchan, platform and aUI After this unexpected 
downcome, her words had not so much weight with them." — GalloTi. 
dian Encyclopedia, London, 1824, p. 98. ** So full was BCr White of 
the idea of his being carried aloft without tasting of death, that he 
dressed himself in his canonicals, put on his gloves, and walked about 
scanning the heayens. Crowds of country people were looking on, 
and expecting eyery minute that the sound of the archangefs trump 
would break upon their ears.**— Struthers' Hist, of the Relief Church, 
p. 343. 
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great fast had expired, Luckie led her faithful 
followers forth to the hill, to take them thence 
direct to heaveiiy at sunrise this morning — if the 
strength or buoyancy of their faith be such as to lift 
their corporeal density. These two arc now anxioas- 
ly waiting to learn the result of these extraordinary 
proceedings, but I have heard both of them frequent* 
ly express strong doubts as to the truth of Mrs 
Buchan's pretensions.' 

'' A sentinel, who had IxH^n stationed for the pur- 
pose of bringing, with all possible SIK^cd, intelligence 
of the first upward or downward movement of the 
people on the hill to the anxious expectants, soon 
<)>nie running in breathless haste with the news, that 
I<udde and the whole band were on their way back 
to New Cample. We all hastened to see them re- 
tnuie their steps to their wonted aliodc ; and such a 
company of half-famished looking creatures 1 never 
ttw before. They were all deadly pale, and ema- 
ciated to the last degree; they seemed like living 
skeletons just eloped from the grave, or newly im- 
ported from Ezekiel's valley of dry bones, (Book of 
the prophet Ezekiel, chap, xxxvii ;) with the excep- 
tion of Luckie herself. She was like one of those 
beauties who crowd the canvass of painters with 
hillocks of rosy flesh. Her hair was unbound, and 
hung profusely over her back and shoulders. Siie 
was downcast and melancholy, as wore all her follow- 
ers, evidently from the exposure of their reckless 
folly. But the Fast of Forty Days could not have any 
effect upon the personal appearance of Mrs Buchan. 



128 THE BUCHANITES. 

Unlike the ordinary mortals by whom she was s 
rounded — who abstained from food that they mi| 
thereby become pure inhabitants of the celes^ 
kingdom — being a partaker of the Divine natt 
she said she partook of earthly sustenance during 
fast, as she did at other times, merely to prevent '. 
tabernacle becoming too transparent for human e; 
to behold, and took as her authority the follow: 
passages of Scripture : — " Then went up Moses ii 
the ark with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu .... a 
they saw the God of Israel, and as it were the be 
of heaven in his clearness .... The sight of i 
glory of the Lord, was like devouring fire on the i 
of the mount in the eyes of the children of Israel.^ 

Such, then, was the termination of the great ev( 
set forth in the Divine Dictionary, and so confidei 
ly expected by every member of the society to 
just at hand. Andrew Innes accounts for the £i 
ure, by observing that " she was under the necess 
of doing with us, as Jesus did with his discipl 
Peter, James and John, when they would not 
satisfied without a sight of his Father. He ascend 
with them to the top of the mount, and allow 
them to be sensible of their unfitness to recei 
what they so much desired. The same was it w 
us at Closeburn, at the conclusion of the Fast." 

How different is the strain of the following < 
tract from a letter, which I received from the oi 
other male actor in the farce of " the Fast of Fo: 
Days" now livipg, (1841.) The former writ 

1 EzoduSi zxiv. 



iffinns the heraiiie of lioa dnuuii Vj Li;'««r b^i*^ 
voder tbe immediate tsd sp^rjiiJ d^'^.i^ir of th*: 
omnipotent Buler of tix; "ni::v*TMr : ▼iUi*: ibt foli'-v.- 
ing asserts, with er^na] corfid.'sii'A- iLfc: »'• r: » l- 
prompted by the apch-«»*fiLT if iiiLii-J::^'- : — 

"Sir, 

" I received touts of i:j*- ] -nl A-r**": :/. '. -r 
course, and, from tbe rwrj^es^ifu] lmilj.*:*: ::. '"}.>-?. :: 
is written, I would be ^iza\z,'c \:. 'X/:-'..v-o:: c:-.:i::y 
were I not to give you aJ] the 3:-for::^t-"''r- r<y.'j:.-e\; 
in that letter, so iar afr h i* ;l r.v :•'.'"" -vr : V-: I m „- 
then in the midst of hjv Lari"e*T- slt.': :*,'.- '/v''--: ' :. 
which yon wiihed tbe ii.foniit:o:. V:;:.i' j'^r.i' i"-:.-; 
hy, although I remeir-ber nwir.v i-Jr "•;::. ^tAr-'-r* '^'r... 
I found it required a Utile tiiL'.- ^.'.-r fyjT.'ty:*:T^z:oz.. : . 
give you a correct aii5wer. hjA I -"i^ :.',-': v^ -^-> -^^ri.e 
of my sisters, they beiLg oi'ier v.hn I. ai.']. a* I 
thought, could recollect sonje yAiiU >«'-Tter. 

** That mv father and bi* iknAW. of whom I aLi 
one, was at New Cample with the BuchaT.it«^, at the 
time yon mention, is quite correct. He was sadly 
ddaded by them, and plundered, under the garb of 
rdigion, or rather, I should say, under the most ro- 
mantic enthusiasm imaginable. With regard to ail 
thor religious tenets, I cannot enter into a minuto 
detail of them in the compass of a letter : but t))e 
leading principles of them were, that none of them 
were ever to die, but were to be taken up dirc-i't to 

I 
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heaven ; and all who were not of their party, were to 
be burnt up and destroyed. 

'^ A night was fixed when time was to end^ and 
when all these great events were to happen; but 
the morning came, and yet Mrs Buchan and all her 
followers remained at New Cample. She then told 
them, that the reason of all she had predicted that 
night not having taken place, was, because they were 
not ready for so great a change. That they there- 
fore would require to fast forty days, to prepare 
them for the ascension or translation of each indivi- 
dual. Accordingly, the fast was proclaimed, and, 
as I believe, the most of them fasted the time, or 
nearly so. All were reduced to mere skeletcNis, 
with the exception of Mrs Buchan and Mr and Mrs 
White. I dare say they told their followers that they 
fasted also, and took care to let none see to the con- 
trary ; but their appearance spoke different, as they 
continued to look as well as ever. 

'' Her attempt to ascend to heaven was only of a 
piece with many other of her profane actions.^ When 
they failed, she had a cunning knack of clearing her- 
self, and of working on the feelings of her followers 
after such disappointments. It was always the weak- 
ness of their faith that caused the failure of what she 
had proposed to them. By such arts, she soon placed 
all right again on her part — I mean before the fast 
— for after that event she was not so successful* • . 

1 Letter from the Rey. John Richmond, minister of Soathdean, Rox- 
burghshire. 
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'*I was one of the ehildren that were taken from 
under the oare of Mrs Buchan at the fast, as was my 
sister Mary, by the warrant of the magistrate. I 
was then ten years of age, and she was fourteen, but 
I stood the fast better than she did ; for when taken 
outy she was nearly lifeless, and after getting food 
she grew quite delirious, and continued so for seve- 
ral weeks. She then got well, but for three year^ 
she had relapses of want of reason, for two or threi' 
weeks at a time, with intervals of three or four 
months between, when her reason returned. At the 
expiration of three years, she got quite well, and con- 
tinued so for several years, was married, and had a 
fiimily of six children. But her former complaint 
retomed during her confinement of the last three ; 
the last tune, it finally terminated in her death in 
that state. 

" This, sir, is a correct account of the Buchanites, 
so &r as I can recollect, and a true description of my 
sister's case, which it has been painful to me to re- 
late. How far it might or might not bo attributable 
altogether to the fast as the cause, I must leave you 
to judge. There have been cases, certainly, where 
there have been nothing of the kind to ascribe as 
the cause ; but her case was peculiarly pointed, and 
therefore the more affecting. — I remain, Sir, &e., 
(Signed) " Thomas Biiadlet. 

« To Bir Joseph Train." 

The case of Mr Bradle/s sister is one of a melan- 
choly description, which, for the sake of humanity, 
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we hope is of rare occurrence. To ascertam if the 
want of food at the age of fourteen years, was the 
cause of the intermittent malady, which terminated 
in her death so many years after the time of its com^ 
mencement, might be a question for the most learned 
of the medical faculty to solve. Certain it is, the 
delusive idea was entertained by several of the Bu- 
chanites, that to their being fed during the fast ''by 
the eye and the ear by the Holy Spirit," which they 
supposed Mrs Buchan to possess, was to be ascribed 
the preservation of life for a greater length of time 
than would have otherwise been the case, in the ab- 
sence of all earthly aliment. 

It was, indeed, as Mr Bradley terms it, " a most ro- 
mantic enthusiasm," which could induce a body of 
men to undergo such privations, in the vain hope 
of obtaining an object, improbable to all but the 
most diseased understanding ; and yet not the least 
remarkable feature of the case was, the permanency 
of its hold on the minds of many of the poor dupes 
to the last. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Manj of the disappointed expectants of immortality become disaf- 
fected — ^Luclde and her coadjutor committed to prison — Subse- 
qnently tried by the kirk-session of Closebum for criminal convcr- 
aatioii — Retrospective acconntof Andre winnes— He returns with his 
wife and infimt daughter to the society — The Buchanites banish. 
ed firom Dmnfties-shire — Their arrival and residence at Tarbreach, 
In ChiUoway — They remove to Auchengibbert, where they work for 
wages — Singular instance of their superstitious veneration for the 
fonader of their sect — Credulous account of her culinary powers — 
Hany ot the members of the society become disaffected and unruly 
— Mother Bnchan complains of their backsliding — She is not al- 
knred by Mr White to go from home, nor permitted to speak to 
fltraogera on religious topics — Her last illness — Commotion caused 
by her death — That she visibly ascended to heaven, affirmed by thusf 
who watched her corpse by night — The place of her interment cuii- 
■equently concealed — Parallel between her and Mother Lee. 

Mant of Luckie's followers having now become 
doubtful as to the reality of her pretensions, the 
persons who did so she declared to be possessed by 
an unclean spirit, which she pretended to cast out, 
individually, by a ceremony too rude to meet the eye 

■ 

or ear of modesty ; and few submitted to her purify- 
ing ordeal. 

The people from England, who joined the Bu- 
chaniteSy had all, with the exception of Conyers, 
been of the Methodist persuasion, and were governed 
by a belief that they had been sanctified before they 
saw Mrs Buchan, and only wanted glorification by 



134 THB BUGHANITES. 

her. Their expectations, in this respect, being ended 
with the fast, they immediately became her accusers 
for deceiving them with vain hopes. Many of them 
having placed all their worldly means at the disposal 
of the society, now actually became common beg- 
gars. Ashamed to return to their homes, they went 
from door to door throughout the greater part of 
Scotland, depicting, in unmeasured terms, the darker 
shades of Luckie Buchan's character, and detailing 
the miseries they had brought upon themselves and 
their families, by listening to her irreligious fool- 
eries. 

The most violent of these was James Brown, the 
tailor from Sunderland ; but several of the Irvine 
people acted in a similar manner. Mr Chambers says, 
" In the year 1786, the following facts were reported 
by some of the seceding members, on their return to 
the west: — The society being once scarce of mo- 
ney, she informed them that she had a revelation, 
informing her that they would have a supply of cash 
from heaven ; accordingly, she took one of the mem- 
bers out with her to the summit of a neighbouring 
hill, and caused him to hold two comers of a sheet 
extended, while she held the other two. Having 
continued a considerable time in that position, with- 
out any money falling from heaven, the man at 
last tired, and left Mrs Buchan to hold the sheet 
herself. In a short time afterwards, she returned 
with five pounds, and upbraided the man for his 
unbelief, which, she said, was the cause which pre- 
vented it from coming sooner. Many of the mem- 
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befB easilj aooonnted for the pretended miracle, and 
shre^wdly suspected that the money came from some 
hoard.""* 

When Mr Hunter left the societv, he gave a free 
discharge for all the money he had expende'l for the 
use of its memhers, although that sum amounte^l to 
nearly three hundred pounds ; but John GIlMon, one 
of those who were about to return to Ir^'ine, acto^l 
in quite a diflfeient manner. He made a charge of 
eighty-five pounds, which was refosci by Mr AVhite. 
But ^Gibson being our treawrer," says Andrew 
InneBi '* knew what money he had left in the UiX, 
and therefore eame slyly back, acoomfiani^^ by 
Stewarty who had left us also, in the hof»e of getting 
hold of it; but Mr White, suspecting that such an 
attempt might be nuide, removed the money, so that 
they fiyund nothing but the empty U^x." 

On finding his scheme thus frustrate^l, Gibs^m 
made out a detailed account of his claim, and ob- 
tained a fngie warrant against Mr White and Mrs 
Buohan, who were ^prehended and laid in Dum- 
fries jafl. The g^reater part of those members who 
had broken down under the protracted fast, as be- 
fore mentioned, lingered in the neighbourhood, cither 
to witness the grand translation, or final dispersion 
of the remaining expectants of immortality. Tho- 
mas Bradley, one of the number, who, like Ana- 
nias, on selling his lands, kept part of the proceeds 
to bimselfy and only gave a part to the '* community 

1 BiognpUcal Dictiooarj, roL i. p. 386. 
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of goods/' generously stepped forward without any 
solicitation, and lodged the sum demanded by Gibson, 
as well as by some others who had followed his ex- 
ample, to the amount of one hundred and seven 
pounds, in the hands of Mr Short, town-clerk in 
Dumfries, by way of bail, until the validity of the 
claims should be decided in due course of law, there- 
by obtaining the liberation of his former friends.^ 

This disinterested act of kindness was shamefully 
abused by the partiee most interested. Mr White, 
following the example set by Gibson, preferred a 
charge against Thomas Bradley for the sum of eighty- 
five pounds, as board wages for himself and famOy 
during the short time they were with the society, 
and, with a view to secure payment, arrested the 
money lodged by him in the hands of Mr Short. 
Having joined the Buchanites unconditionally, Mr 
Bradley refused to pay this unreasonable demand, 
but, having removed to England with his family, 
without employing any one to attend to his inter- 
ests. White, on 1st February 1787, obtained a decreet 
from the sheriff of DumMes-shire against Thomas 
Bradley, then of Foggytower, in the county of Dur- 
ham, for the sum of £53, 16s., as the balance of a 
particular account contracted by him with the Bu- 
chanites, as libelled upon and produced.' 

It would have been no worse for Thomas Bradley, 
had the decreet covered the whole sum deposited by 

1 Appendix, Note 5. 

2 Records of the Sheriff Court of DumMes-shire. 
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him in Mr Short's hands, as he never received a 
p^my of the balance. In a letter from White to Mr 
Bradley, dated " AuehmyObert, 2oth March 1701/' 
he says, ''The greedy lawyers in Dumfries never 
mean to part with the money lodged in Mr Short's 
hands, if possibly they can keep it. Mr Short has 
had it so long, that he now looks upon it as his 
own.** 

At the request of Mr Bradley's son, I lately en- 
deavoured to ascertain what became of the balance 
between the sum deposited and that for which the 
decreet was granted, but the parties immediately 
concerned being all dead, I could obtain no satis- 
fitctory information on the subject. 

According to Andrew Innes, the charge made by 
Mr White never had an existence in the society, nor 
was any part of the money received by him on that 
account, ever applied to their use.^ 

It having been proved to the satisfaction of John 
Welsh, Esq. of Milton, sheriff-substitute of Dumfries- 
shire, that Gibson had put his money voluntarily 
into the general purse of the society, his case was 
dismissed; but, while smarting under the issue of 
his &ncied claim, he impeached Mr White and Mrs 
Buchan before the kirk-session of Closebum, of hav- 
ing carried on an improper intercourse, to establish 
which charge, several of the disaffected members of 
the society were summoned as witnesses; ^ and so in- 

i Letter, dated Crocketford, 29th November 1840. 
s Reminiscences of Mrs Black, Tinwald Shaws. 
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tent was the anxiety of the people, that not only the 
whole neighbourhood, but many from a considerable 
distance, attended to hear the examination. 

For the following extracts from the session books 
of the parish of Closebum, on this subject, I am 
obliged to Dr Mundell of Wallace-haU Academy : — 

'^ The Session, considering that this was a case 
which properly came under the cognisance of the 
presbytery in the first instance ; they therefore re- 
ferred it to the presbytery, to meet at Penpont. on 
the 1st day of October 1786. The charge against 
the aforesaid parties came before the Presbytery of 
Penpont, by reference from the session of Close- 
bum, with the minutes wherein Gibson and others 
had libelled Mr White and Mrs Buchan, as already 
stated ; but the pursuers not appearing, the case was 
dismissed. * 

" The Session, however, having Mr White and Mrs 
Buchan before them, thought it incumbent upon 
them, as trustees for the poor and managers of the 
public funds of the parish, to put some questions to 
Mr White and Mrs Buchan with regard to the pos- 
sibility of any of the members of their society be- 
coming burdensome to the parish. 

" Qu^ion First — What is the number of your 
society ? 



1 Letter from Mr George Hunter, clerk of Penpont FresbytOTy* 
dated 8th May 1839. 
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^ Anmoer ly hoik Mr White and Mrs Buohan^^We 
do not know. 

** QtiettUm S m om d — Bxve the number of your so- 
ciety been changing since you came into this parish, 
some going away and others coming ? 

" Antwer — ^Yes. 

'^ Qiiertiofi T%M — Have you any funds in the 
society for the support of the members ? 

** Answer by Mr White and Mrs Buchan — Some of 
the members of the society have money, which they 
freely apply to the use of the rest as occasion re« 
quires, but what the amount of the money is we do 
not know* 

'* Question Fourth — ^What reason can you give to 
make us believe that the members of your society 
who have money, whatever it be, will continue to 
apply it to the use of the rest ? 

*^ Answer by Mr White and Mrs Buchan — ^We 
are sure they will continue to relieve the wants of 
the rest so long as they will stay with us. 

" Question Fifth — ^Is it contrary to the rules of 
your society to work for wages ? 

" Answer by Mr White and Mrs Buchan — They 
work, but never for wages. 

" The sederunt then closed with prayer. 
(Signed) " Andrew Yorstoun, Moderator. 

" Extracted from the record of the Session of the 
parish of Closebum, this 14th day of August 1839, 
by Thomas Redpath, S.C." 
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Having placed the charges and particulars in the 
handwriting of Mr Thomas Redpath, clerk of the 
Closebum session, and of Mr George Hunter, clerk 
to the presbytery of Penpont, in the hands of An- 
drew Innes, for his remarks thereon, he, in a com- 
munication which I received from him on the sub- 
ject, after charging hb mother, Christian Clement, 
with perjury, reluctantly admits, that " the fact of 
Mr White and Mrs Buchan sleeping in the same 
bed, was never intended to be kept a secret in the 
society; but it was never intended to have com- 
municated it to any, who would have made it a 
stumbling-block or a rock to split on. Those, how- 
ever, who became dissatisfied after the fast, consi- 
dered it as a chief article to expose, because it was 
sure to obtain her condemnation in the world ; 
but in the society, her trial by the Closebum session 
was, to my knowledge, never mentioned after it was 
over." 

Gibson retiu^ed to Irvine to resume his former 
occupation of a builder,^ but his wife refused to 
accompany him, because, in his capacity of treasurer 
to the society, he, as she said, betrayed his mistress ; 
thereby following the example of Judas, the trea- 
surer of Jesus Christ, in betraying his master. 

1 " I have often heard my f&ther mention, bb a carious fkct, that all 
those who had belonged to the Buchanites, after leaving them, entered 
into the Established church, though most of them had been Dissenters 
of various denominations before joining the prophetess, and embracing 
her tenets." — Letter, dated 12th Jan. 1846, from the Rev. John Bich- 
mond, Southdean, Roxburghshire, son of the Rer. Dr Richmond, 
minister of Irvine when the Buchanites assembled there. 
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Whilst the inmates of Buchan Ha* were thus em- 
ployed in settling disputes with rebellious and dis- 
affected brethren, Andrew Innes, having escaped 
from the " Corbie Craws " at Leadhills, spent some 
time at Muthill, preparator}- to his return to the 
society* which he thus describes : — 

"When I arrived at Falkirk, on my way from 
New Cample to Muthilly I spent a day there, getting 
my clothes made suitable for my person. On 
reaching home, I took to my bed for two or three 
days, to avoid, as much as possible, the railing of my 
relations and friends who came to see me ; several of 
whom came, I was quite aware, for the sole purpose 
of chiding me for what they were pleased to call my 
folly; but my sister's scolding was worst to bear. 
She said I had put my sister out of a comfortable 
way of making a livelihood, and had brought the 
fiunily to poverty and disgrace. 

" Drummond Castle being at that time in course 
of repairing, I rose and went there to try to procure 
eipployment, but not succeeding, I afterwards went 
to Crieff for the same purpose, but with no better 
success. My character as a Buchanite, made every 
person who could have done so, afraid to employ me. 
Every one turned away from me, as they would have 
done from a serpent, which made me think of re- 
taming to the society again. "VMien my sister be- 
came aware of this, she became very angry, and ad- 
vised me, instead of doing so, to go to Ayrshire and 
marry Eottherine Gardner, and her relations would 
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proposal ; so we were proclaimed in the choich, and 
married in her father's house by the parish minister. 
About this time, I received the following letter fran 
our Friend Mother ; — 



" My dear children, of whom I travail in birth tjll 
Christ has formed in you the hopes of glory. It 
is your act of faith that puts an end to aQ former 
unbelief. My friends, I am sure you have known 
the difference between the world's laws and the laws 
of God, more since you tefl this place, than yoo did 
when you were here ; at least you might have done 
BO. You should not have wearied in well-^oing, for 
in good time you shall reap the benefit of it, if yoQ 
faint not. What grief has God got in all dbf 
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diey called her ChdaU, a2>d a enrioiis^ ordinal- 
looking creatine she was ; she nev«r was allowed to 
eo anr where from home: so that, beixmd the bosom 
ci their own commanitr, the world and its contents 
were unknown to her." 

Mr White was sommoned to attend a comt of 
county masistrttes at BrownhilL in Janoarr 17S7, 
to produce secnritr that none of the societr would 
become a burden <m the parish, as they bv law 
would haTe a daim for support, if permitted to re- 
main a few months longer in the place.^ The 
weahhy pec^le havii^ all left the societj, and Ifr 
White not bdng able to procure the securi^ re- 
quired, it was decreed that erery member of the 
societT located at New Cample, should lea^re Dum- 
fries-shire on or before the tenth of Mardi fidlowii^. 

In the language of Andrew Innes, ** this was 
driving Friend Motho* and her duldrai into the 
wilderness a second time, with a worse prospect of 
support than wh»[i they were obliged to leave the 
town of Irvine in a similar manner." For aevoal 
weeks afterwards^ these unfortunates knew not where 
to steer in search of another domicile ; but Thomas 
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all things ready for their departure^ they moved off 
from New Cample in a body, at one o'clock in the 
morning of the 10th of March 1787. Mr White's 
poem, written on the occasion, shows that they did 
not escape quite unmolested. 

" The tenth day of March being closely impending, 
Like Toracious hawks which the doves doth pursue, 
Or wolves which the sheep and the lambs doth devour still. 
Came Closebum's people God's coarse to undo; 
The eyes of devourers at that hour all enter 
Where dwells God's bright Spirit, our motions to watch. 
That they might distress us in time of decampment. 
That they might conjointly mischief 'gainst us hatch. 

'' The first who observed us ran bellowing loudly, 
The country alarming, till clusters combined ; 
The hills and the valleys, the lawns and the highways. 
With people were crowded before and behind. 
Though tongues were quite lawless, their hands were confined. 
The light of the sun and the laws of the land 
These gazers deterred from using their violence. 
And thus we escaped firom their wicked land." ^ 

In a field adjoining the old mansion of Tarbreach, 
a kind of hustings was erected, from which Mrs 
Buchan and Mr White held forth on certain days to 
large assemblies of people, prompted by curiosity to 
(;omc, frequently from a great distance, to hear these 
noted individuals, whose absurd tenets at this time 
were known and detested over the greater part of 
Scotland. As the novelty of these field meetings 
began to decrease, the number of attendants became 
less, till they were at length completely deserted, 

1 From the Buchanite Hymn-Book, pp. 28, 29, — ** A most misero 
able collection of nonsensical rhymes," as they were termed by the 
pf)et Bums. — Cromek's Beliques, edit. 1813, p. 197. 
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J the ordinal membeRi ci the aect. Tliey 
nade a eoamert in Gralloway. 
Budiaiutes did not «ipport tfaemaelves by 
ing, as the paiton of most oth^ sects do. 
nr Innes sajs, he nerer saw a collection of 
attempted to be made by the society, either 
or after seryice, if such it may be called, ex- 
ice at Mnthill, when Mr White preached there, 
r did they work fi>r hire, as loai^ as the meaiiM 
persoDs who joined them lasted. On taking 
ion of the £tfm of Auchengibbert, their fiin<Li 

far exhausted, that a shower of money woold 
>cen of real serrice to them there, bat Mr« 
n's success in this department appears to have 
r. 

Auchei^ibbert, they had, as it were, to tt^ui- 
the world anew. " Our stock," says Andrew 

" consisted of only one cow, a calf, and two 
purchased on credit, with an old horse pre- 

to us by our landlord at New Cample, and 
\r brought from England by Thomas Bradley, 
ft with us at hb departure. On account of our 
being so small, and our not having the means 
arging it, we took in cattle to graze for pay- 

There being no houses on the farm, and 
eans having left us, I, with a few assistants, 
d a stable and byre, and subsequently, whilst 

made fences to confine the cattle, Duncan 
tson made spinning-wheels, and the women 

1 soon got regular employment in spinning 
V yam at threepence per hank, we therewith 



148 THE BUCHANITBSff 

obtained money to purchase potatoes and meal fen 
food. In harvest we all went out to shear, at eight- 
pence per day, with victuals. This was the first de- 
viation from our original plan of working gratis to 
our neighbours ; but necessity compelled us to do so, 
as, at our entering the farm, we had no more money 
than purchased three stones of oatmeal, which cost 
four shillings and sixpence. 

" We had a tinsmith who made articles in his line 
for sale, which were carried into the moorlands by 
some of the women, and bartered for wool, which 
was very useful to us, as our wardrobe had become 
very scanty of both body and bed-clothes — those 
who left the society having taken with them all the 
spare clothing and bed-clothes. The wool was spun 
with all possible speed, and made into cloth — that for 
the men was made very stout, but that for the women 
of a slighter fabric. In a short time we all got 
dressed anew, in cloth of a light green colour. 

'^ Mrs Muir, who had kept a cloth-shop in Irving 
had many articles of her stock remaining, which she 
carried about the country, and bartered £or any thing 
that we were in need of. It was while thus em- 
ployed, that Friend Mother wrote the following 
letter to her : — 

** Auchengibbert, December 1779; 

'* My deab Child, 

'^ The waters of life are running here clear as 
crystal ; your brothers and sisters are longing xnndi 
to see you. There is great reason to bless the 
almighty power of heaven, for bringing al^mt and 
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inaint4iiping the peace we enjoy in this place ; and, 
mdeedy when I look back to the mighty power and 
koly skill of heaven attending us, wo may sing and 

>iy, it is Gk)d that carries our expenses 

— Toursy in the Lord, Elspath Simpson." 

" We were," continues my informant Andrew, 
" now all obliged to work for hire, though we were 
well aware it would be considered by those who left 
us, and by the world at large, as a direct contradic- 
tum of what Mr White had said and published in his 
works, and of what our Friend Mother had taught 
in nearly the same manner, as the apostles forbade 
eircamcision and the other law ceremonies, after 
Pentecost. While in Irvine and in Closobum, we 
were in daily expectation of personal translation, 
which caused us to care little for the world. Mr 
White then, in explaining Friend Mother's views of 
the Scriptures, distributed judgment without mercy 
or respect of persons, or without caring for the ap- 
probation or persecution of the world ; but not so 
in G-alloway : his hopes, to a certain extent, being 
disappointed, he knew we had to provide for the 
necessaries of life, and he therefore allowed us to 
work, and wished every member of the society to 
avoid conversing on religious topics, and did so 
Mmself, to prevent further persecution. 

** George Hill frequently reeled the yarn spun by 
the women, and assisted them when working in the 
fields, as did Mr White ; but his chief employment 
Was writing poems in praise of Sir Alexander Gor- 
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don, sheriff of the county, and also of Dr Lame 
minister of Eirkpatrick-Durham, and Dr Muirhe 
minister of the parish of Urr, who both paid us gi 
attention, — the former, while we were at Tarbrea 
the latter while we were at Auchengibbert/' ^ 

The rectitude, amiability, and benevolence 
these gentlemen, individually, could not appeal 
greater advantage by being so lavishly bedaube< 
the doggerel rhymes of Mr White. These proc 
tions were, however, excusable when viewed as 
sentiments and feelings of their author and his a 
ciates, in appreciating the kind treatment they 
ceived at the hands of these gentlemen. The 
latter, besides being ministers of the respec 
parishes in which they resided, were magistrate 
the county also. When called upon by religious 
dividuals to exercise their magisterial authority 
putting the Buchanites out of the country, as tl 
in Dumfries-shire had done, they always replied, 
" the visionary doctrines and enthusiastic not 
contained in the theological system propagated 
Mrs Buchan and her coadjutor Mr White, were 
absurd to merit the slightest attention in a relig 
point of view ; and as there was no danger of < 
the most ignorant of the multitude being now > 

1 Dr Lamont thus speaks of the Buchaiiites when residing at 
breach—*' Though a religious sect, called Buchanites, resided for 
time in this parish, yet that circumstance did not produce one ini 
of apostacy from the established church. In short, the wil 
and the bigotry of fimaticism, are giving place to liberal senti: 
and rational religion." — Statistical Account of Scotland. Edini 
edit. 1792,vol.U. p. 261. 
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taminated by tbeir ftlse views of the sacred Scrip- 
tares, their heresy, if allowed to pass undisturbed, 
would soon fall into merited obscurity, whereas ever}- 
obstniotion offered would have a contrary effect." 

Dr Lamont having once called at Auchengibbert, 
Mrs Bachan, to show her gratitude, as she said, for 
his forbearance, as the minister of the parish, towards 
her children while they remained at Tarbreach, ad- 
vanieed towards him for the purpose of breathing on 
iiim the Spirit, or the Holy Ghost, which it is said 
the always did '^ with postures and ])racticcs that 
were scandalously indecent." The Doctor, though 
nearly taken't by surprise, rejected the proffered in- 
fI»ration, and was so disgusted at this horrid blas- 
phemy, that he instantly left the house, and never 
held any further communication with Mrs Buchan 
jOT any of her followers. 

Dr Muirhead took many of his acquaintances to 
«ee the Buchanite establishment at Auchcngibbert ; 
bat the indignant rejection made by his neighbour 
clergyman, of the spiritual honour intended to have 
been conferred on him, prevented the Doctor being 
troubled in like manner. Having landed property 
not far from Auchcngibbert, the reverend gentleman 
employed several of the Buchanites during the first 
harvest after their arrival in his parish. A few days 
after the commencement of their labour. Mother 
Buchan went, as she said, ** to see how her bairns 
were getting on with their work.** The moment 
she entered the field where they were employed, 
they threw down their sickles, and, after embracing 
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»ch other, moved towards Ler in a body, with their 
leads uncovered and their hands in a aupplicatiiig 
attitude. They also atruck up, with a loud voice, to 
|their favourite tune, " Beds of sweet roses," their 
Aymn, beginning, " hasten translation." As soon 
a the music met the ear of '■ the Lady of Light," she 
stopped, andj raising her hands and eyes towards 
L, stood in that position. till they had formed 
i a circle round her ; then, uttering a short benedic- 
tion, she placed the palm of her nght hand on the 
head of a young man, who instantly fell proatnrte 
on the ground as if deprived of life, with his face 
ward, and, in like manner, she liud her hsad 
on the brow of every other individual in the tntcde 
with similar effect. Then, extending her arms snci 
saying a few words, which every ear was riused a 
little from the ground to hear, and kneeling down, 
she again touched with the palm of her hand the 
f each individual in succession, who im- 
mediately started up like an automaton figure, raised 
y the pressure of an internal spring. As soon as 
these singular devotees had attained an upright po- 
sition, ihey embraced each other again. She moved 
slowly away in the midst of them, while they sung 
I with great vehemence, to the amazement of the re- 
aimng reapers, this popular hyum : — 

Although to the pari-h of Vn ivo Iwio come ; 

" I recollect," says Andrew, " a circusnstance which 

Siappeoed at Auehengibbert, immediately after James 
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fianden joined us there. He heard others speak fre- 
qaesaOj of the happiness we had enjoyed during the 
ftst of forty days, and supposed he never would be 
like them till he had fasted forty days also. From 
the ciromnstance of my being absent at the time, as 
already mentioned^ I had not fasted the number of 
days required ; so I agreed to join him in fasting, by 
oaraelvesy for that period, to prevent, as I thought, 
my being left behind those who had made out the 
Ml time, when the great day of our exaltation 
arrived ; but some of the women, having got notice 
of our intention, informed Friend Mother, who im- 
mediately sent for us, and, addressing herself to me, 
said, I was like the Jews in the wilderness, who 
thought they eould conquer their enemies and take 
poeaession of the holy city, without the help of 
Moses ; but they no sooner made the attempt, than 
they were beaten back with the loss of many lives. 
She said, if I thought I could either perform a part 
of her work myself, or help her to do so, I would find 
myself unsuitable for either, and the only way I 
could assist her most was, not to interrupt her in 
the work she was sent to perform. She then turned 
to James Sanders, and said, he had nothing to fear 
from not having been present at the great fast ; for 
the last person that joined her family would meet 
the same reward, if sincere, as those who thought 
they had borne the burden in the heat of the sun ; 
so we thought no more of our intended fast. 

" I also remember a reproof given by her to Mrs 
Gibson, about the same time, for a fault somewhat 
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similir to mine. We were sitting on the gnss on6 
day before the door, when Mrs Gibson said — ' O, 
Friend Mother, when will I be like yon?' Har 
answer was—' To strive or seek to be like me, is 
to be like my greatest enemy. It was the angd's 
attempting to be like Ood that made him a devil, 
and it was the followers of the apostles seeking to 
make themselves like Christ that made them Anti- 
christians.' 

" I recollect also of her once asking James Sanders, 
if he did not think it was those persons whom she 
kept most in her company, and consulted in all she 
did, that were her best friends ? He said, he thought 
they were. * Then,' said she, * you are wrong — they 
were quite the reverse. Those whom I can send to 
their work by the stamp of my foot, or a shake of my 
fist, might be an example to the others.* Though 
Mr White heard this without making any remark, 
he would very probably rebuke her in private for 
saying so, as the allusion was evidently leveled at 
him. Formerly, he received his instructions from 
her, like an obedient child from its mother ; but in 
Auchengibbert he supposed himself qualified to be 
her instructor in spiritual things, and in worldly 
afiairs also." 

The next extract I am about to make frt>m the 
MS. so ofiben quoted in the course of this sketch, is 
very hard to believe : — 

" Being greatly reduced in numbers, we had fre- 
quently much better accommodation at Auchen- 
gibbert than we had at New Cample, but for some 
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1 this display of the mirneulous powers oT 

i Buchtm, vie must turn away diasatUiied as to 

I accuracy, on the g^eneral ground, that he who 

1 been deceived himself, is pleased to see others 

ceivod also. Alleged miracles have too frequently 

i solely on the authority of those who might 

a invented such frauds, and who alone had the 

cr to aid any enquiry tending to undeceive the 

iwlievera in them. 

Mr White, being tacksman of Auchengiblwrt in 

sonjunction with Mr Daiidson, directed the labour 

le various individuals located there in the way 

t likely to meet the demands of the landlord, 

ind was himself both pun-eyor and treasurer ; but 

t appears they soon beoamo dissatisfied with his 

mana^ment. " His inclination for worldly wealth 

increaaed very fast ; but he had no faith in the 

honesty of any man, for he would part with nothing 

without ready money. His inchnation to see others 

well employed, was greater than to work himself; 

and, as his wealth increased, his displeasure at its 

^suthor increased obo. The complaint was appU- 

nble to him that the pro[ihct used concerning the 

fjcwa, ' When Ephraim waxed fat, he kicked.' " 

It was observed that his wife and children became 

e chief object of his core ; but this he concealed as 

Pmnch as possible — such conduct being contrary to 

the rules of the society. The women observed, too, 

that Mrs Wldte paid more attention to her husband 

than to the rest of the society. " Although they aat 

^M the same table with us," says Mr Inncs, " they 
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had tea in the evening. Mrs White said Friend 
Mother partook with them likewise, but no person 
ever saw her do that, and it was not believed by any 
one in the society ; it was thought to be a cover 
only for the sugar, tea, and spirits, ordered by Mrs 
White." 

George Hill, Mrs Muir, Mrs Gibson, and a few 
others, had been little accustomed to hard labour, 
and were still inclined to shift it off, which some of 
those who laboured hard began to notice and com- 
plain of to each other ; for all knew they were acting 
in opposition to the will of Friend Mother, and they 
saw that she had enough to do to keep the working 
part of the society from quarrelling with the idlers. 

A change was perceptible in Mr White's courtesy 
to Friend Mother. " I have heard him say to her, 
that the Irvine people had made her like the apostle 
Paul at Corinth — ^they esteemed her letters, but they 
said her personal appearance was not prepossessing, 
and that her manner of speaking was not only dis- 
agreeable, but was even contemptible. She was not 
permitted to go from home ; and at length, under 
pretence of preserving the peace of the society, she 
was restricted from communicating to strangers who 
visited us, or even to members of the society, any 
thing he thought might endanger their peace. Even 
what he had himself published to the world, was not 
allowed to be mentioned. When she refused to be 
thus restricted by him, he became very boisterous, 
and would threaten either to leave her, or to disperse 
the society. 
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Although Mr White was evidently more diiap- 
pointed than any other person in the society, by the 
failure of the great event so ardently expected by 
him at the close of the fast, we all knew well he 
could not leave her of whose divine mission he had 
¥nritten and said so much. He had left neither pro- 
perty nor means behind to which he could return, 
and his character as a minister was lost. He could 
not labour with his hands to support himself and 
family, as others had done who had left the society, 
and he would have been ashamed to beg. But even 
had he attempted to have done so, I think he would 
not have obtained a morsel of meat or a night's 
quarters in any part of Great Britain where he was 
known. Therefore, like John, he remained fretting 
under his disappointment. 

" I had good reason to know that Mr White and 
his wife used frequently to accuse our Friend Mother, 
in private, of being a deceiver, for not obtaining for 
them that personal translation, in the hopes of which 
they had left their all, and had followed her through 
all the troubles and persecutions both at Irvine and 
Closebum. Friend Mother sometimes told the women 
who were friendly with her how she was treated, but 
she did so always with a caution not to interfere with 
them on her account, as it would only tend to make 
things worse ; for they now despised her counsel, and 
had become so hardened under reproof, that she was 
thenceforth resolved to allow them to take correction 
from the effects of their own deeds." Her mind 
was certainly in a very disturbed state^ when she 
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wrote the letter from which the following is an ex- 
tract, to her friend Mrs Muir, who was then absent 
on a visit : — 

^No date.) 

** Oh hasten^ my dear, to return to us, and leave 
the dead weights of this world, who have ever been 
using all their strength to break the branches of the 
trees that have been planted by the Lord. 
Although the world's warfare and mine will soon be 
at an end here, their judgment is not lingering, nor 
their damnation sluihbering. I sorrow because they 
will not cease from sin. Woe to the adulterers and 
adulteresses that have been with me ! They have 
gaae on in the way of Cain, and run greedily after 
the error of Balaam for reward, and, by all appear- 
ance, will perish in the gainsaying of Cor. Yet they 
will not let Mercy prevent their et^jrnal misery ; 
they are so bent on the pleasures of sin, because they 
fear they are but to last a short time; the deWl 
rages now in the breasts of the children of disobedi- 
encOy as a wild bull in a net ; but the days of our 
mourning shall be ended, and eternal joy shall be on 
our heads. • • . They have scorned Mercy in 
the height of their pride, for no other reason than 
the showing them love in the depth of their humi- 
lity. It has not been in ignorance they have acted 
so, for it has always been the case, because judg- 
ment was not speedily executed. This from your 
mother in the Lord, Elspatii Simpson." 

Andrew Lones is of opinion that this letter refers 
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to tbe fast, and bow tLc judgment then expected 
was delayed by the prolongation of mercy, which 
strengthened, even at Auchengibbert, her enemies 
against ber ; but be wboUy overlooks the reference 
made by her to the character of the persons by wbom 
tdio was surrounded, wbieh appeafs to be a departure 
from the tenets on her part, which permitted a oom- 
munity of women, and lietd that they could commit 
no moral sin. If any doubt existed as to the illicit 
intercourse of the sexes, it b dissipated by the 
admission here made by tbe founder of the sect 
heraelf. The reader may form some idea of the 
nature of the crimes, of which a concealment could 
have been maintained from the public for so many 
years.* 

" After Friend Mother was debarred from leaving 
the house, she generally sat beside the women at 
their spinning-wheels, and only whispered to them 
at times, for her spirit was evidently broken. She 
was plainly seen to be in a declining state of health, 
but few were willing to observe it. One day, she 
said before us all — ' Since I cannot prevent some of 
you going hell-ward, 1 will cast my body down in 
your way, and those who wish to do so, may go over 
it." One of the women said, she was grieved to hear 
her speak in that strain ; to which ehe replied, ' I go 
where my words will not be rejected.' As we 
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thought these words applied to Mr White and a few 
others, at whose conduct she was grieved, we paid 
little attention to them at the time, as no one 
thought she would die. But on the morning of the 
29th March 1791, as the ploughman was engaged in 
the fields, and I employed in the barn, one of tht> 
women came running from the house to inform us 
(hit Friend Mother was exceedingly ill. I made all 
the haste I possibly could to the house, but never 
supposed her to be in a dying state, till I entered the 
closet where she lay. The bed was surrounded by 
both men and women, who seemed all greatly agi- 
tated, with the exception of Mrs White. Mr White 
uiged them to be quiet, and to keep further from the 
bed; but I pressed forward, and was just in time 
to see her draw her last breath. Nothing was then 
to be seen, but the deepest emotions of distress — 
nothing heard but the unsubdued wailings of heart- 
felt sorrow." 

Just before Mother Buchan had become speech- 
less, she exhorted the bystanders to continue stead- 
fast and unanimous in their adherence to the doctrines 
which she had taught them. She said they had 
received a convincing proof that she wiis the Spirit 
of Gkxi, that Christ was her elder brother, luid that 
she was consequently the third person in the (lod- 
head, or, in other words, the Holy Ghost, and there- 
fore could not die. And although she should a])pear 
to do so, they need not be discouraged, for she 
would only sleep ; and if their faith was pure without 
alloy, she, at the end of six days, would return for 
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them. But if they still remained faithless, she would 
not return to take them to heaven till the end often 
years, when, if they still continued unprepared for 
that change, fifty years would elapse before she 
would reappear on earth ; but she would then, at all 
events, descend to convince the faithless world of its 
error, in supposing her to be only one of the Mae 
])rophets mentioned in the eighteenth chapter of 
Deuteronomy, and that her reappearance in the 
world would be a certain prelude to the fulfilment 
of the threatened judgment of the Lord. 

" Mr White having invited two gentlemen frqm 
Dumfries to call at Auchcngibbert that day, on their 
way home from Kirkpatrick-Durham fair, was very 
anxious to get the corpse out of the way b^ore their 
arrival, that they might not learn what had happened. 
There being plenty of boards at hand, a coffin was 
made with all possible dispatch, but without plan- 
ing or blacking. I was so depressed that I could 
not assist in making it, but I helped to lay her in it. 
Every one was overwhelmed with grief while we 
were thus employed. And what was most singular, 
our hands, after touching her, emitted an odoriferous 
perfume, as if we had been handling myrrh or some 
other aromatic herb, which spread over the room. 

^' As soon as the coffining was over, she was car- 
ried privately to the bam for concealment ; and as 
the lid of the coffin was not permitted to be nailed 
down, she was frequently visited by every member 
of the society. One morning, some of the women, 
who went, as usual, to visit her, came nmning baek 
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raddeolj, with the news that ahe had really risen 
Ann the dead, which instantly raised an awful com- 
motion. The fear of goiLt in having placed her in a 
eoffiii, with the intention of burying her. struck then. 
aD with such terror, that none had courage to af>- 
proach the ham to ascertain if the body was really 
gone. I happened at that time to be working at n 
abort distance from the house, but on hearing the 
WBeping and wailing, my attention was turner 1 
towards it. Mr White was standing in front of the 
hoasoi wringing his hands, seemingly in a state (^f 
distraction ; his wife was tearing the hair out of her 
heed in handfuls ; George Hill was surrounded by 
aeveral of the women, all weeping bitterly. 

** Upon learning the cause of this unaccountable 
scene of distress, I instantly ran to the bam along 
with George Eidd, and upon ascertaining that the 
oorpae was lying on the very place where it was at 
first laid, I dispatched George to inform jSIr White 
that the alarm which had given them so much trou- 
Ue, was &lse. This intelligence had the efiect of 
turning their sorrow and fear into joy ; but this sen- 
sation was only momentary, as the women who had 
raised the alarm, insisted that the coffin was empty 
when they examined it. I was immediately accused 
by one and all of them, of ha\'ing concealed the body 
in order to deceive them; and I might just as well 
have attempted to drive back the flowing tide, as to 
have persnaded them to the contrary. Wliat made 
the matter worse for me was, some people ha\ing 
Duncan Robertson, the wheelwright, in the 
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way of business, on observing the sad commotio] 
our people were in, enquired the cause ; upon whic! 
Duncan told them the reason, before the error wa 
discovered. This made them exclaim more vehe 
mently against me, being, as they said, the cause c 
bringing them to shame/' 

A platform had been erected in the centre of tb 
bam, on which the coffin, containing the body, wa 
placed ; but the lid of the coffin was not naile< 
down, in order that no obstruction might be place( 
in the way of her ascension ! As the first period fo 
her return drew near a close, those who were in th* 
secret waited in breathless expectation for the com 
mencement of her re-animation ; but only a few o 
Mr White's disciples were permitted to enter th 
bam on the last evening of the lake-wake, if it migli 
be so called. During the night, how they dispose 
of the body no one but themselves knew ; but havin 
cut a hole in the roof of the bam, exactly abo^ 
where the corpse lay, they next day told the rest ( 
Luckie's deluded followers that an angel had coin 
and carried her away before their eyes, and, as 
certain proof of the truth of this assertion, showe 
the aperture in the roof of the bam, through whic 
they had ascended. 

Mother Buchan had not a more zealous adherei 
than Andrew Innes; but, not enjoying the coni 
dence of Mr White at the time of her death, I 
was not permitted to witness the removal of h< 

1 Castle-DouglM Miflcellaoy, toL UL, No. 137. 
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body from the barn, to which circumstance he thus 

alludes: — ''I went to bed at my usual time, and 

when I awoke early in the morning, was surprised to 

aee James Sanders in the room, till he informed me 

he had been placed there to watcli lost I should rise 

and disturb the people in the bam, a thing never 

meditated by me. I was aware that I was accounted 

m alien by Mr White and others of the society, from 

the time of my having returned from banishment, 

bat the strongest proof I had of this being the case, 

WIS the attempt to deceive me as to the disi>osal of 

iiie remidns of Friend Mother." 

A more detailed description of the last illness and 
death of Luckie Buchan, will here find its proper 
|daoe, as written by Andrew Innes at a subsequent- 
period: — 

"About this time an elder from the adjoining 
parish of Eirkpatrick-Durham came to got some 
work done by Duncan Robertson, who had boon 
several times in Friend Mother's company during the 
short time we lived at Tarbreach. She brought him 
in to dine with us. After dinner, she said to him. 
as she knew he had sat often at the Lord's table as 
an elder of the established church, * Can you tell me 
what makes this table differ from any other table ?' 
He repUed, the bread and wine disiKjnsod at the 
communion table, were representatives of Christ's 
body and blood, which was not the case with bread 
and wine consumed at other tables. She then ex- 
plained the difference between a symbolical and real 
union, during which Mr White sat silently listening, 
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which iF&s Dot his usual custom ; but so soon m tl 
elder was gone, he abused her for the llbt^ty si 
hod taken. Another time, when he had her in li 
I room, he was so loud with his abuse, ai 
(hreatetiing to give up the farm and turn as ! 
adrift, that Jeau Gardner came into the parloi 
where we were all sitting, crying bitterly, and callii 
e fast, for Mr White was murdering Friet 
Mother, upon which we all rose osd rushed to t) 
door ; but in my haste I came against an old womii 
and caused her to fall in the passage, and anothi 
person following me in the dark, fell over he 
Friend Mother hearing the noise, and being aware i 
the cause of it, came out, saying, the hurting of i 
. innocent person was not the way to aSbrd her relic 

" But I must now hasten to the object which y( 
so uLxiDUBly wish to know — that is, the manner 
her death. I am sure you will wonder much wb 
I tell you, that notwithstanding so many wanui^ 
her death came upon us very unexpectedly. 

-' One morning, not coming in to speak at brei 
fast OS usual, we were all desired, after our momii 
meal was over, to go into Mr White's room. 8 
was in bed, but spoke to us individually. Obsei 
ing George Pill looking steadiastly at her, she sa 
' Take a good look of me, George, that you may kn< 
me again ; lUd you ever see a person in the jaws 
death, with a countenance so composed aa I hav( 
He made no reply. Even then there was not 
individual of our society there, who could alloi 
single thought of her death to rest or 
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a moment, with the exception of Wliitc and his wife. 
After this interview we left the room, and went all 
to our daily employment, but in about an hour and 
a half afterwards I heard a scream, and on looking 
oat of the bam-door where I was at work, I saw 
Jean Gardner at the kitchen-door wringing her 
liands, and when she saw me she cried aloud, ' Oh, 
waes me, our Friend Mother is gone !' I instantly 
threw down the flail, and ran to where I liad so 
diordy before seen her in life. They were all 
gathered round her ; she breathed for a little time 
after I went in, but spoke no more. 

^ So soon as she had ceased to breathe, !Mr White 
ordered us all out of the room, except those that 
were necessary to dress the corpse, for he had an 
appointment that day with a Mr ("loidtard, from 
DomfirieSy in consequence of which the room behoved 
to be cleared ; and he ordered my brother Josepli 
and I to get a coffin ready as fast as possible ; but I 
refused, and Duncan Robertson sui)plicd my place. 

" He gave strict orders that no lamentation should 
be made, nor any appearance of her death seen 
amongst us, lest the account of her demise should 
get into the country, as we would then be annoyed 
with visitors ; so every one was ordered to his usual 
employment. I returned to the barn, and watched 
there till I saw the two men carry into the house 
the hastily made coffin. I did not wait to be called 
into the house, but followed as fast as my feet could 
carry me. I saw the coffin opened at the bedside, 
and the body laid into it. One of the women com- 
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plained of the simple dress bestowed upon the c 
upon which Mr White replied, she always Ij 
plain simple dress best when alive ; and he th 
she was just laid out to her liking when dead. 

" The savoury perfume that rose from her 
ere the lid of the coffin was laid down, fill( 
room with its fragrance. No one spoke, b 
looked with seeming surprise, as well they mi| 

" The ceremony of the coffining being o 
returned to the bam, but after a time had el 
James Sanders, the man who had married ] 
Mother's eldest daughter, came to me and saic 
could not agree about a burying-place for hei 
women were against her being taken out • 
house at all, but could not fix on a place to ke 
in; they had, however, ap^reed to take her 
empty part of the bam that was used as a gr 
so soon as it was dark. This plan pleased m( 
as there was no partition between it and the 
part of the bam, but only a mow of corn, 
the time of removal came, I was as ready to as 
any of them. She was placed there, and th 
locked, but I was not allowed to have the ke 
that gave me little trouble, as I always kept t. 
of the door of the other part of the barn, and 
easily reach the place where she was laid, by 
ing over the corn-mow; so they carried tl 
with them, and considered all safe until a hw 
place should be fixed upon afterwards. 

" Next morning, when the women came ii 
granary to see the corpse, I listened and hear< 
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saj that thej would never consent to her being 
buried outside the house, for when they used to 
saj to her, that they were afraid the bad usage she 
ivas receiving at the hands of Mr White would at 
length provoke the Lord, so that he would come 
and take her away from them, she always replied 
there was no fear of that, for if she was not put 
away, she would not be taken away ; but she thought 
he might allow her corpse to remain as long unburicd, 
as Jesus lay in the tomb of Joseph. When I heard 
them agree that there was no occasion for their 
returning to the bam that day, it immediately 
started into my mind that I had it now in my power 
to prevent her being buried, at least for some time, 
by concealing her among the sheaf corn ; it, however, 
occurred to me that if I took away the coffin, I would 
be immediately suspected as having only played off 
some trick on them. I therefore prc])arcd a place 
for her among the corn, and removed the body only 
into it, and covered it up again, without consulting 
or letting it be known to any person what I had 
done. But I could not sleep one wink that night. 
I knew that swarms of rats infested the barn, and I 
was afraid lest some of them might push through 
the sheaf com and get to the corpse. I therefore 
rose by peep of day, and went direct to the barn, 
but I was not in many minutes, till I heard the lock 
of the granary door opened and some of our women 
walk in, and presently heard a person exclaim, * Oh, 
the coffin is empty. Friend Mother is gone ! What 
will become of us now?' Then they all began to 
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aocuae themselves for allowing Mr White to 
her out of the house, otid off they went to inform 
their companions of what had taken pitice, sfto' 
which) one and all of the inmates of the house fall 
upon Mr White, for having killed Friend Mother by 
his avarice and love of worldly man's approbatioD, 
while ho sat as a condemned criminal before Ut 
tensors, but made no defence. 

writing here by report, as I did not leate 
the bam, and I cannot recollect of being among 
them at breakfast, but I recollect distinctly of th« 
women bringing in some strangers into the granary 
that came on business to the wheelwright, and hcai*^ 
them all exclaiming as to the empty coffin, which ^ 
was sorry to hear, but could not prevent; so I cot*" 
tinued at my work notwithstanding their restles^ 
}>osition. 

" On looking out of the barn-door, I observed Mt 

White with a woman on each side supporting hiit% 

while he attempted to walk in a field adjoining the 

bouse, at which time George Hill came into the 

n, and said he wondered how I could work, and 

the rest of the society in such a sad condition, 

thought I certainly knew something of her that 

le of the rest did, otlierwise I could not be so 

seemingly careless of what gave them all so much 

concern. He desired me Just to look at Mr White, 

and I would easily perceive what agony he was in. 

not think of keeping them longer in such 

itress, and therefore told him plainly where I had 

incealed her, and said he was at liberty to make 
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this public in the society. I continued to work 
until I heard them take her out of the com, and 
replace her in the coffin, all the while abusing me 
with as much bitterness as they had previously done 
Mr White ; and I then slipped away to my bed, and 
lay down, clothes and all, until it was dark, when 
James Sanders came in and sat down at my bedside. 
He said they were just going to bury her, and that 
he had been sent to watch me, lest I should get up 
and again disturb them ; so I remained quietly in 
bed till all was over.'' 

Had the removal of the earthly remains of Luckie 
Buchan from the bam, been the trick of a frolicsome 
scapegrace, the reader might then have concluded, 
that a wish to hear the exclamations of the astonished 
Buchanites, when it was discovered that the coffin 
in the bam was empty and the corpse gone, and 
the search that was likely to ensue, was the cause 
of his doing so. Or had it been the doing of an un* 
heliever of the society, who, seeing that the death of 
the old woman had laid bare the fallacy of her pre- 
tensions to a divine mission, and, by producing the 
corpse afterwards, to convince his associates that she 
)iad not ascended to heaven as anticipated, a mea- 
sure that would soon overturn the society; then, 
there might have appeared some method in this 
mad trick of the incomprehensible Andrew. But it 
is now manifest, that it was the superstitious act of 
her first and still most ardent adherent, performed, 
as will ultimately appear, in the assurance that such 
a pious demonstration of unerring faith would ensure 
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his personal translation to heaven, withoat *' enter- 
ing the dark shade of the valley of death." 

The daughters of Mrs Buchan, formerly mentioned, 
became members of the society when at Irvine, and 
remained with it till about two years before their 
mother's death, when they left it on account of the 
treatment she received from Mr White. The elder, 
named Margaret, formed an alliance with James 
Sanders, who joined the society at Closebum, and 
was a native of that neighbourhood ; but she left 
him in the society, and went to Thomhill. Ann 
went to Glasgow to her father, and married there 
a sailor named Goldie ; who having been drowned, 
she soon after returned to Thomhill, and was assist- 
ing her sister in keeping a small school at the time 
of her mother's death. So annoyed were they by 
the reports that reached them hourly of that event, 
that, acting under the advice of their friends, they 
came to Galloway, and presented a petition to Sir 
Alexander Gordon of Greenlaw, then stewart-depute 
of the stewartry of Kirkcudbright, to cause Mr 
White to produce the remains of their mother, for 
the purpose of allaying the public clamour, as well 
as enabling them to discharge the last filial duties 
to their deceased parent. On being served with 
a copy of this petition, Mr White addressed the 
stewart-depute as follows : — 

« Mains of Auchengibbert, 19th April 1791. 

" Honourable Sir, 

" This day I have been served with the copy of 
a petition which has been presented to your honour. 
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at the instance of Margaret and Ann Buohan ; in 
vhich petition they complain that then* mother had 
not been interred, that they had come to me to in- 
quire into the matter, and had got no satisfaction ; 
and, finally, they importuned your lordship to com- 
pel me to produce the body. 

^' Be it known to your honour, that there is not 
one word of truth in the whole petition. I never 
saw either Margaret or Ann Buchan at Auchcngib- 
h^ inquiring about the above matter ; and however 
much they may say in their petition concerning 
their duty and affection towards their mother, true 
it is, they acted a very inimical part towards her 
when in life : they often vented language unbecom- 
ing children of common discretion, and often said 
they wished their mother's head was under the 
ground. This I mention to your lordship, to show 
you the character of these now pretended dutiful 
petitioners. They never came near their mother 
in her last illness — no, nor for two years before, 
although often in the neighbourhood. 

" But for your honour's further information — con- 
sequently after their mother was six days dead, I 
caused her to be interred in the way my prudence 
thought best. There was such a clamour about that 
person in the country when in life, that a public 
interment after the common manner, would have 
raised a mob — a noise, and speeches inconsistent 
with sobriety and Christianity, which disorder I 
know your lordship hates. 

" Their seeking the body at this time to inter, is 
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truly improper. It has been dead full three wedu 
already, and another interment after so long a time^ 
would be a measure truly dangerous to the country. 
Baneful plagues have been occasioned by a less 
cause ; and I am sure your lordship, whose office and 
disposition are engaged to protect the country from 
such dangers, (which rash persons might cause^) 
would highly discourage such a procedure. 

'^ And as I never heard of a law in this country 
obliging one to bury in a public manner, or in any 
place more than another, excepting in cases of sui- 
cide, consequently I am not conscious of having 
broken any law in the part I httve acted in the above 
matter. I thought it most proper to transmit this 
intelligence to your honour, hoping that it will 
answer the end better than lodging answers with the 
clerk of court. But if your lordship still thinks it 
better to answer their petition in a formal legal way, 
may I beg that you will signify so by the bearer, 
and every thing, as far and as soon as possible, 
shall be done to satisfy your lordship. — ^With much 
respect, I remain, honourable sir, your most humble 
servant, (Signed) Hugh White." 

The public agitation was so great on this sub- 
ject, that Sir Alexander Gordon did not deem it 
prudent to endanger the public peace by making 
the disinterment of Mrs Buchan the subject of 
public investigation; but he caused Mr White 
to meet him at midnight, at a place named for 
that purpose, in the neighbourhood of Auehen- 
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; and that he found the remains of Mrs 
, will be shown in due time. Some people 
, that she was buried under the hearth-stone 
itchen of the farm-house at Auchengibbert ; 
ffirmed, that she was sunk in Auchengibbert 
at so well was the secret kept as to the real 
r interment, that upwards of thirty years 
•ds, her daughter, Mrs Goldie, believing the 
of her mother to be still kept in the house 
L by the Buchanites at Crocketford, caused 
)wing search to be made by a grandson of 
3han, which I give in the words of Andrew 
om the MS. in my possession : — " I intended 

finished Mrs Goldie's history here, but I 
)t omit giving you a sketch of a visit made 
)y her nephew. I cannot state the very 
it he appeared one day at the gate very 
tedly. On seeing him, the women were all 
, as they thought he was come to put us all 
le house by some quirk of law. I went and 
lorse into the stable ; he then told me he had 
search the house, for his aunt had told him 

reasons to fear her mother's remains had 
jen buried, but were concealed in some part 
)use ; and that he was resolved to ascertain 
jvas really the case. I said, he might soon 
imsclf in that respect, as I would go with him 
y the suspected place ; on which he replied, 
'as a little closet at the top of the stair. As 
2t has no window, I went into the kitchen 
ight a lighted candle, with which I showed 



r him the pUce, where was a large old cheat, in whidi, 
[ suppose, ho expected to find the remains of hi> 
I grandmother, as he raised the lid, and lifted out all 
I the blankets and spare bed-clothea it eontained, of 
I which it was nearly full, without finding what he iru 
^in aoarch of. He then took the candle in his own 
d and went up to the garret, but soon returned, 
■aying there was no such thing there. I then urged 
Rluin to search other parts of the house, but he de- 
B«Uned doing so, saying he was now satisfied that 
|he had been deceived." 

" Considering that Mrs Buohan was an illiterate 
' woman, and the wife of a potter, without any infiu- 
e arising from rank, and that she took the dan- 
I gerous step of deserting her husband, associating 
L with a promiscuous company, and regulating thai 
I alfairs, she met with surprising success. She moBt 
I have been a person of very quick parts, and, amid all 
L her ravings, of much practical knowledge of human 
She could strike the passions that lie deep 
I in the human bosom. Like Mahomet, she never 
ventured upon working miracles, which afford a pal- 
pable way of detecting an impostor ; but insisted on 
implicit faith. . . ' James, John, Andrew, and 
T,' said she, ' sought no sign to leave their nets. 
[ Matthew sought none to leave the receipt of cus- 
I toms. They loved Jesus and the call he gave them; 
t and they needed salvation, which was sign enough 
I for tbem.' So she wrote in 1786: but in a, few 
fcyears ' she descended to the grave ;' and then where 
■ was her sign? It served her during her lifetime, 
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but it ftiled ftt her death. The sheriff, with his 
warranty dosed the grave over all her pretensions/'^ 

** On this oocasion, according to common report, 
Mr White acted very disingenuously : he protended 
al first she was only in a trance ; and when that 
pretence could not avail any longer, he had her 
boned clandestinely^ without the knowledge of her 
votaries, alleging, as is said, that she was taken up 
to heaven. A magistrate, however, taking the busi- 
ness in hand, he was obliged, to his great mortifica- 
tion and confusion, to produce the body."' 

The reader is already aware of Mrs Buchan's last 
WQfds, namely, that she would undoubtedly return 
to the world again at the end of fifty years from that 
time. Meanwhile, we will proceed with an account 
of the transactions of her followers up to that period.^ 

1 Stnithen' mstory of the Belief Church. Glasgow, 1843, pp. 345, 
346. 
s Chrlstiaii Jonnud for January 1835, p. 12. 

' Soon after the death of Mrs Buchan, but before the account of 
it had reached the town of Irvine, Mr Hunter, who left the society at 
the that, met there a horse-dealer, who had just returned firom Dum- 
fries fldr :— ** What news firom the south country, John ?" inquired the 
little hump-backed old man. ** None that I remember," replied the 
dealer, ** except that your old fHend Luekio Buchan is dead at last." 
" Oh no, John," r^oined Mr Hunter; ** that is not the case, and never 
win be in this world I " " Well," said John, hastily, " if she is not dead, 
her fUenda in Galloway have played her a devilish trick, for they have 
buried her.^—Letter from M. Montgomery, Irvine, 16th Feb. 1836. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Mr White publicly recants all he has advanced respecting the dinne 
mission of Mrs Buchan — Those of the society who entertua t 
similar opinion, proceed with him to America — Account of them in 
the New World — Jean Gardner the person referred to by Bnms in 
his epistle to David Sillar — The trae Bachanites remove to Lvg- 
hill, a wild moorland farm — They continue to hold the **fidthiQd 
practice" inculcated by their founder — They subsequently remof* 
to Crocketford, where, as they die, they are buried in the kail^yud- 
Anecdotes of some of the members who died there — The Bucbinite 
dwelling-house at Crocketford described — Peculiarities of its in- 
mates at the time my correspondence commenced with Andrew 
Innes, the last of the sect — ^Multiplici^ and bent of his writangfr- 
His fanciful intercourse with the shade of Mrs Buchan, as my errand- 
boy — His extraordinary conduct on hearing that I had discovered 
the first temporary burial-place of Mrs Buchan — The time of the 
expected advent of Mrs Buchan passes without altering his faith— 
His death, and interment with the remains of Mrs Buchan. 

The pecuniary circumstances of the Buchanites 
appear to have been in a flourishing state at the 
time of Mrs Buchan's death, as compared with their 
entry to the farm of Auchengibbert. The rent was 
paid till the following term of Whitsunday ; there 
were thirteen stacks of com in the barn-yard, seven 
horses in a newly-built stable, seven milch cows in 
the byre, and a large stock of black cattle on the 
hill, with a stock of sheep and swine. The people 
had two suits of clothes each, nearly new, with 
several webs of linen and woollen cloth in store. 
Such was the progress made by industry in a high- 
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rented fimn, in the course of a few years. But I 
must now return to the words of my narrator. 

''I noticed formerly, that Mr White's situation 
with our Friend Mother, was in many respects like 
that of John the Baptist with Jesus Christ. When 
Mr White left Irvine, he was as desolate as John the 
Baptist when he took up the cross ; and he exercised 
his office, as chief of an apostolic dispensation, in 
nearly the same manner as John did. The latter 
lost his life, by taking a wrong step in the execution 
of his office ; Mr White erred, in not doing what he 
advised others to do. He affirmed in his publica- 
tions, both in prose and verse, that the author of our 
society was the very person foreseen by 8t John, as 
moitioned in the Revelation. While at Closeburn, 
he always assisted her in explaining to us her parti- 
cular views of Scripture ; but it was not so at Auchen- 
gibbert. When, after meals, she addressed herself to 
different persons, before the fast he always assisted 
her, but after that period he sat and listened like 
others, but never assisted as he had previously done. 

"The failure of personal translation at the fast, 
destroyed aU hope of reward for his sufferings, and 
this was what prevented him from receiving the 
benefit of her words and actions like others ; and the 
confidence that many had in him, on seeing this 
change, had a great effect on them also. 

** After the departure of our Friend Mother, when 
he had got all things, as he thought, settled to his 
mind, he began to boast over us for our ignorance 
in not seeing what she really was, — telling us he had 
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I long »eea her in a declining state, and would liar« 

I tntbrmed us of her mortality, if we had not \ieea vi 

I determinedly ignorunt and bigoted, that he dunt 

not presume to mention it to us ; and that lie did not 

I DOW believe that she was the divine person he had 

represented hor to bo in his writings, but he believod 

that, like Mohos, she had done all that was inteniled 

for bor to do in the world, and had left him, lik< 

Joshua, to finish the work ; and, if wc would accqit 

of him in that capacity, wo would find liim luthfiil 

and diligent for our interest. Two-thirds of tht 

, people immediately agreed to his proposal, — aone 

, through fear, and others who had left Irvine md 

joined the society on his account, continued fiiesdij 

to him. But Duncan Bobertson, George Kidd, and 

I myself, dissented publicly, as did Christian Robert- 

on which account she had a very disagreeable 

life afterwards, as she still contended it was the bid 

usage Friend Mother received from Mr and Mn 

White, that was the cause of hei death ; and she 

brought things to light which Mr White did not 

suppose were known to any of us. He was very 

much enraged against her, so that she was obliged 

to leave the room where the women sat at thdr 

wheels, and go to some other place with her woil 

for a time ; but, as she was one of the best spumen 

in the society, Mr White was afraid of losing bsr, 

and that modified his manners towards her. 

" The other man and myself who refused to sub- 
mit to his govommeDt, bad seen enough of his s^- 
fishness previously, but we followed our work satot- 
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merly — either in the fields or in the out-houses, and 
irerey consequently^ not ofiten with him. He con- 
tinued for some time to sit at table with us, and to 
exhort us in the manner our Friend Mother was 
wont to do; but his doctrine became so offensive, 
and opposite to what we had formerly heard and 
believedt that we grew quite careless of hearing him, 
and often rose from table, under some pretence, with- 
out waiting till his discourse was finished, which 
■ometimes gave him great offence. His attendance 
at our table gradually grew less frequent, and, con- 
sequentlyy his exhortations also. I, for one, was not 
sorry on that account. 

** At length he threw off all pretensions of being 
separated from his wife and children, and began to 
get the latter educated fit for worldly employment. 
He encouraged others to marry, and at last pub- 
lidy condemned all he had written and published. 
The great wonders seen and enjoyed at the fast, were 
aU soon buried out of sight by selfishness. I was 
astonished to see how her words and actions, even 
at Auchengibbert, were passed by and forgotten by 
her most intimate Mends, so that I am not surprised 
at her words and actions being misrepresented by 
those who never saw her. 

" Mr White always endeavoured to persuade us, 
that without his skill and good management, we 
could not support ourselves, and yet he was lightly 
esteemed by many of us, notwithstanding the benefit 
we were receiving by him. He often said he would 
find a way to make us sensible of what he was doing 
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for US, but we paid little attention to these threat- 
enings for about a year, — working faithMlj all the 
time, and allowing him to reap the profit ; till one 
day he became so exceedingly enraged against 
George Kidd the ploughman, on account of some 
trilling affair, that when we were all assembled at 
meal-time, he came into the room, and declared that , 
he was determined to make us all obey him, and 
since he could not obtain submission by serving us, 
he would make us obey by compulsion. As none of 
our names whom ho considered refractory, were in 
the lease of the farm, he said he would swear the 
])eace against us, and thereby compel us to find bail 
for our future good behaviour, or else go to prison ; 
or, failing that, he would send us all adrift. 

" Matters were now come to such a height, that 
we had little doubt of his putting either of these 
threats in force. After dinner, therefore, a few of 
us met privately, and agreed that I should take a 
lease of a neighbouring farm of 400 acres. Finding 
the proprietor willing to let it on what we con- 
sidered reasonable terms, ^ Duncan Robertson, 
George IQdd, and myself, took it jointly for several 
years. We very soon informed Mr White of what 
we had done, but said we would continue to work 
at Auchengibbert, and would keep Larghill* (our 

1 The rent was sixteen pounds the first year, and twen^ g^uineas 
per annum afterwards, which was little more than one shilling an acre. 

2 It may he here mentioned, that the farm of Larghill, part of the 
estate of Larglanglee, formerly belonged to the celebrated Laird of 
Lag, who bore such a conspicuous part in the time of the PersecutioD 
in Galloway and Ayrshire. — Ancient and Modem Valuation Roll of the 
Stewartry of Kirkcudbright, pp. 104, 107, edit. 1820. 
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inn) as a led fann, if we only got peace to do 

ut he rejected our offer with scorn, saying, he 

1 go to America, as he knew that country well ; 

;ould he afterwards be dissuaded from the reso- 

»n he had thus taken, and all the people of his 

y resolved to accompany him — they would 

)unt in all to about thirty. Lest Mr Bushby, 

proprietor of the land which we occupied, might 

»vent them from transferring their lease of it to 

other person, Mr White and George Hill applied 

a person who purchased the greater part of the 

ock and growing crop ; no opposition being offered 

y those persons in the society who still believed 

n the divine mission of our Friend Mother, and who 

wished to remain near the spot of her departure." 

Being fully prepared for the journey, they moved 
away in a body from Auchengibbert for America, 
early in the morning of the 11th June 1792. They 
had two carts laden with clothes and provisions ; the 
people, all on foot, took the road to Fortpatrick. On 
uriving at Newry, finding a vessel ready to sail for 
Newcastle on the Delaware, they all embarked on 
board of her for that port. 

From the recantation made by Mr White to the 
ntembers of the society, so soon after the death of 
Hn Buohan^ there are no grounds to suppose that 
it could have been for the purpose of propagating 
bis dreamy mysticisms in the new world, that he 
prerailed on so many persons to cast their bread on 
the waters with him. But, having been a professor 
of theology in an American college, and knowing, 
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as he said, the country well, many were induced on 
that account to accompany him across the Atlantic, 
under the assurance of his using every exertion in 
his power to promote their interests. 

From communications received by Andrew Innes 
from his brother Joseph, who had joined Mr White's 
standard, and from letters got by the relations and 
friends of some of the other emigrants who followed 
his fortunes, the following particulars have been 
obtained. 

After a stormy passage of eight weeks, they landed 
at Newcastle on the Delaware, where Joseph Lmes 
and a few others remained, whilst the rest advanced 
into the country. George Hill, in the first instance, 
took up his residence in Philadelphia, but afterwards 
proceeded to Baltimore. Mr White went to Vir- 
ginia, — all providing for themselves in the best way 
they could. Of Mrs Muir, the friend and corres- 
pondent of Mrs Buchan, no satisfactory account ever 
reached this country; and, with the exception of 
Joseph Innes, who died in 1835, possessed of pro- 
perty worth upwards of £8000, all the others were 
peculiarly unfortunate. 

George Hill, on arriving in Ireland, had married 
Jean Gardner, but she died of fever in Philadelphia, 
in 1793. It may be recollected, that our national 
bard, Robert Bums, in a letter to a friend in Mon- 
trose, dated August 1784, says, when he was work- 
ing in Irvine as a flax-dresser, he was intimately 
acquainted with several persons who afterwards 
became zealous Buchanites. One of these was Miss 
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Jean Gardner just referred to. In his well-known 
epistle to David Sillar, Bums says — 

** Tou have your Meg, your dearest part, 
And I my darling Jean." 

It has been hitherto generally supposed, that the 
female alluded to was Jean Armour, afterwards Mrs 
Bums, but I have every reason to believe that it was 
Jean Gardner. Andrew Innes says, *' When I was 
sent back from Thomhill for Mr Hunter, Jean Gard- 
ner came with me from Irvine to Closebum, and 
when we were in the neighbourhood of Tarbolton, 
she seemed to be in fear, and rather in a discom- 
posed condition; when I inquired the cause, she 
said, it was lest Burns the poet should see her, for 
if he did, he would be sure to interrupt her, for they 
had long been on terms of intimacy ; but we pro- 
ceeded on our journey, without meeting with any 
obstruction." 

Bums frequently visited her in the society, both 
at New Cample and at Auchengibbert. It is sin- 
gular this heroine of Bums should have escaped the 
notice of all the biographers of the bard. She was 
certainly a young woman of very surpassing beauty, 
and is yet particularly remembered in the neighbour- 
hood of Auchengibbert, for her personal attractions. 
Many persons recollect of having heard her name 
mentioned, on account of her beauty, who never saw 
her. George HiU, her husband, was employed for a 
short time as a clerk in a printing office in Phila- 
delphia, and afterwards carried on business as a book- 
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seller in Baltimore ; but having, by the failure of a 
shipping company with which he was concerned, 
lost all he possessed, he was reduced to the most 
abject poYjerty. On learning his reverse of fortune, 
the few remaining Buchanites in this country offered 
to send him money to pay his passage home, if he 
wished to return, with the assurance of all the sup- 
port they could render him in this country ; but it 
was supposed he died of a broken heart, ere he could 
accept the Mendly offer of his former associates. 

Mrs White also died of fever about a year afiter 
her arrival in America, and left her husband with 
three children, one of whom was bom only a few 
weeks before her death ; Mr White was then a school- 
master in a small village in the state of Yirginia, and 
preached occasionally to a few Universalists, but 
never mentioned any of his former whimsical doc- 
trines. 

Before leaving this country, Mr White had evi- 
dently seen his folly in setting a time for the down- 
pouring of the judgments mentioned in the revela- 
tion of St John, and thereby dooming the world to 
certain destruction, as well as denouncing all the 
sciences and college education in general as mere 
devices of the devil ; as, a few weeks after his hopes 
were at the highest, he saw the failure of the va- 
garies of his imagination, and in a few years was 
under the necessity of betaking himself to his edu- 
cation, for the support of himself and fsunily in a 
foreign land. He evidently threw- away every ad- 
vantage of nature and education, to become the 
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leader of a new sect ; and, on the fulore of his de- 
nunciationsy found himself a langhuig-stock, or an 
object of o(»nmi8erationy to the world at large. 

The separation of the Badianites^ which took 
place on so many of their number emigrating to 
America, appears to have led to the mistake so 
often repeated since by various authors, that, on 
the death of their leader, which consequently put 
an end to their hopes of reaching the New Jerusalem 
without tasting death, they dispersed, and, conse- 
quently, the sect immediately became extinct.^ — 
' There was, however, a remnant left at the place of 
her demise. The number of these faithful believers 
in the divine mission of their founder, was only 
fourteen, among whom were three old women — 
two of whom came out of England: one, Susan 
Angus, was confined to bed for three years before 
her death; and the other, Dorothy Andrew, was 
blind ; she lived in the society for twenty years — 
both of them, before joining, had been receiving 
parish aid ; the third, Agnes Wylie, came from Ir- 
vine, and at that time was become very frail. Be- 
sides women, several others who were of Mr White's 
party, would gladly have accompanied him to Ame- 
rica, had he permitted them to have done so ; but ho 
admitted only such as could defray their own ex- 
penses of the voyage, and, in all probability, could 
earn a livelihood in that quarter of the globe. 

Immediately on the departure of Mr White and 

I Buok'B Theological Dictionary. London 1827. 
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his followers, they removed from Auchengihbert 
to Larghilly in the parish of Urr — a dreary unen- 
closed waste, the sward of which had never been 
broken by an agricultural implement, and wh^e t 
human dwelling had never been raised. By the 
division of stock at Auchengibbert, their allotment 
did not amount to £60, yet with that small som 
did this singular sect commence a new struggle for 
subsistence. They took the sheep stock on the hOl 
at a valuation, on credit ; and the landlord having 
allowed them £5 to expend in the erection of houses, 
the women, as well as the men, assisted in building 
a cabin on the site of the ewe-buchts of the former 
tenant, which was almost the only green spot on 
the farm, in order to shelter them from the storm 
in the first instance. They afterwards enclosed a 
piece of moorland with a stone dyke for a garden. 
As they could not derive any support for a con- 
siderable time from the produce of this desolate 
tract, the women had recourse to their wheels, 
and Duncan Robertson to his handicraft of wheel- 
making. 

The Buchanite women introduced into Galloway 
the two-handed spinning-wheel, in the use of which 
they were unrivalled in the south of Scotland : they 
frequently spun yam to the fineness of seven dozen 
cuts to the pound, for the neighbouring gentry. 
Larghill soon became the emporium of industry. 
In that remote situation, they were visited by cus- 
tomers from many miles distant, as well as by persons 
beseeching medical aid, in the practice of which they 
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Were remarkably successful. Often, we are told, 
did the lancet of George Kidd, the diet drink or 
ointment prepared by Magdaline Gardner, remove 
distempers that had baffled the most skilful physi* 
oians. Mrs Alexander,^ when a young woman, << re- 
members having accompanied a relative to Larghill, 
on a Sunday, to consult Magdaline Gardner as to 
the medical treatment of a young woman, who had 
taken the /oZZtn^ sickness, — when, to her utter asto- 
nishmenty Sunday as it was, she saw several women 
seated at their wheels, spinning lint into yam, 
a wheelwright working at his lathe, and a man 
thrashing com in the bam/* It is strange such a 
singular profanation of the Lord's Day should have 
been tolerated in the centre of a Christian commu- 
nity, in defiance of the rules of the Church of Scot- 
land, and of the act of James YI., cap. 70. 

The Buchanites were, however, obliging neigh- 
bours—for whatever kindness or favour they be- 
stowed upon any person, it was always token amiss 
Hevesk thanks were retumed for it. ** No, no," said 
the donor, *^she that has left us, gave us strict com- 
mands to do all the good we could : we are but 
fellow-mortals, and you must learn to give thanks 
to none but Qod, for to none else are thanks due." 
Such humane actions caused them to be now more 
respected, than they were formerly despised by their 
neighbours for their absurdities. They were all — 
males as well as females— dressed in clothes of their 
own manufitcturing, of a light green colour. They 

1 wife of WUUam Alezandw, cooper, CMtie^DooglM. 
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were all of small stature, so that, had a stoanger 
happened to meet any of them in their lonely too, l*^ 
he would certainly have considered himself among 1^ 
the elfin race, rather than among mortals. All their |^ 
farm utensils, bam and stable doors, bam fanners, 
corn-sacks, and carts, were marked in large charac- 
ters with the words, ^^ Mercy* $ Property," Year 
after year, however, they became more assimilated 
to the people by whom they were surrounded. The 
tickets on their carts were changed to ^' The people 
of Larghill," and, latterly, to " George Eidd, for- 
mer, Larghill;" but their fanners and sacks have 
the original mark to this day. This change in 
marking their carts, is thus explained in a letter 
which I received from Andrew Lines: — "We did 
not expect, at Larghill, a Mr White to rise again 
amongst us, but we found as much tyranny in 
George Kidd, as we did in him at Auchengibbert. 
As soon as the ground was fully stocked, houses 
built, and all debts paid, he informed us that we 
had nothing to expect from the stock ; that we 
would be allowed the benefit of the crop, by paying 
one half of the rent ; and though we expected other 
things, both Duncan Robertson and I submitted: 
he made wheels, I managed the crop, and wrought 
at my own trade when I could spare time to do so." 
They adomed their garden with flowering shrubs, 
and planted fruit and forest-trees, thereby making 
Larghill really an oasis in the wilderness. Till the 
farm was fully stocked, and all debts paid ofi*, every 
individual contributed freely, both labour and earn- 
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ingSy towards the general holding; but afterwards, by 
|Mu*tioular agreement, each man had his own de- 
partment assigned to him, and the women performed 
their part of the farm work alternately, — occupying 
the rest of their time in spinning for their own use, 
or for payment, which they had at their disposal. 

When the present military road between Dum- 
fries and Castle-Douglas was first opened in the 
year I8OO9 the Buchanites purchased five acres of 
ground for houses and gardens at Crockctford, on 
one of which lots they built the first house of that 
village, which now contains upwards of 200 in* 
habitants. This house has since been occupied as 
the principal inn. At a more recent period, they 
built several others, so that the village of Crockct- 
ford is indebted to this remnant of the Buchanites 
for its origin, and might aptly enough have also 
be^i indebted to them for a name. In a recent 
communication, Mr Innes says, '* Our purchase of 
land and building at Crocketford, has cost us up- 
wards of £900. 

The proprietor of Larghill, supposing the means 
thus expended in building to have been derived from 
the produce of his land possessed by the Buchanites, 
resolved to take it into his own management. They 
consequently removed, in 1808, to their premises at 
Crocketford, which was destined to be the Padanaram, 
or final resting-place, of the remaining members of the 
society. Their outward singularities having now 
disappeared, led many of their neighbours to suppose 
that their religious opinions had undergone a change 
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also ; but this does not appear to have been the 
case. They still continued to sing, after meat, wbit 
they called hymns, composed either by Andrew In- 
nes or Duncan Bobertson — ^for they, too, like Meain 
White and Conycrs, were aspirants for poetical hon- 
ours. If a stranger were present at meal-time, they 
always sung the following doggerel rhyme — 

" The place thall be blessed where God's seed doth repose- 
By kindness to God's seed, no person shaU lose- 
E'en a cup of cold water, that's handed in lore 
To God's seed, will well be repaid from above." 

It is stated by Andrew Innes, as a proof of the 
divinity of Mrs Buchan, that, during the eight years 
she remained with them, there was neither sickness 
nor death in the society, notwithstanding their 
having been cooped up together for such a length 
of time at New Cample, without almost any bedding 
or bed-clothes, and subsisting on a scanty supply of 
fare of the coarsest description. But it is to be 
recollected, the greater part of them were persons 
in the prime of life. The two old women who came 
from England, and Agnes Wylie from Irvine, died, 
and were secretly buried by permission of the laird, 
Mr Biggar, in the kailyard at Larghill. They were 
laid between the trees, and so close to the dyke, as 
to prevent their graves from being trodden on, or 
disturbed by the spade in digging the garden, 
when in possession of any future tenant. When 
the Buchanites formed their garden at Crocketford, 
they laid off a small plot of ground immediately be- 
hind the house, and sowed it with grass, seemingly 
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^or a small bleaching-green ; but, on the death of one 
^f their number, the survivors declared that this was 
bo be their place of rest. Some of the neighbours 
vrished to persuade them to take a burying-place in 
the parish churchyard, but their answer was, " No ; 
We have kept ourselves separate from the rest of the 
world during our life, and our wish is to remain so 
when dead. The property is our own, and we have 
mutually agreed to have our dust deposited in that 
spot.'' A labourer was got to dig the . grave, and a 
large company, male and female, was invited to at- 
tend ; the corpse was interred in the usual form, and 
the whole company partook of a plentiful refresh- 
ment; but all the while none of those concerned 
showed any symptoms of grief, nor wore any of the 
usual badges of mourning. This has since continued 
to be the place of their interment, and there are at 
length twelve of them laid there. The small piece of 
ground has lately been enclosed by a stone-and-lime 
wall, of about three feet in height. 

Mrs Gibson, known only in the society by her 
maiden name of Magdaline Gardner, was the first 
who died at Crocketford, and was buried in the 
little spot just described. She was one of the first, 
and continued to be one of the most zealous adher- 
ents of Mrs Buchan. It was she who accompanied 
Mrs Buchan from Glasgow to KirkintuUoch in 
August 1783, when Andrew Innes was returning to 
Hutlull. In October of the same year, as the reader 
may remember, after Mrs Buchan had been abused 
by the people of Irvine, she accompanied her to 
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Glasgow, and attended her there for many wedo, 
till she had recovered from the injury she had re- 
ceived, and supported her during the time. '^ Wka 
her husband left the society at Closebum, he oaed 
every means in his power, as already stated, to pe^ 
suadc her to leave it also, but could not prevail on 
her to return with him to Irvine, though they were 
])ossossed of both houses and land, and were not 
encumbered with any family. When her hushmd 
heard of her death, he came to Crocketford to ascer- 
tain the truth of the report ; and when he saw her 
grave, he belaboured it with his staff as if he hid 
been correcting an unruly animal, and afterwards 
kicked it with his feet, using all the while the most 
coarse and abusive language towards her." 

Jean Watt, also a native of Irvine, died in 1824, 
and was laid beside her old acquaintance, Magdaline 
Gardner. After her decease, two of her relations 
came to Crocketford, to claim what money she had 
left ; but when they found they could not do so by 
law, they accepted £10 in lieu of all demands, and 
departed apparently well satisfied. 

When George Kidd was on liis death-bed, he was 
))rofessionally attended by my friend Dr Howatson 
of Kirkpatrick. One evening, whilst visiting his 
))atient, who was apparently on the very brink of 
the grave, the doctor, before leaving the house, was 
requested by Andrew Innes to say how long he 
thought his patient could live. '*I think he will 
hardly see the morning," was the reply. Andrew was 
seemingly satisfied with the answer; but shortly 
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ise, next morning, a person arrived at the 
ouse, to request he would furnish his bill 
ling George Kidd, who, not having died 
e time specified by the doctor, his profes- 
/ices were dispensed with, nor was he ever 
3 employed. 

I Robertson, though of humble pretensions, 
niinont person in the society from its com- 
it, and was one of the most stanch believ- 

divinc mission of Mrs Buchan. Just be- 
Icath, however, which happened on the 
muary 1826, he wished to see a minister of 
h, but this request was sternly rejected by 

four remaining members of the society, 
you," said Andrew Innes, " make a fool of 
t last, and of us also ? No, Duncan ; that 
lo ; ye must die as ye have lived — there 
linistor enter this house while I am alive." 
?ars after the death of Duncan Robertson, 

reside at Castle-Douglas, and had occasion 
Vocketford, professionally, about once a 
>ut it was a considerable time after this 
>ccamo acquainted with Andrew Innes. Of 
!en persons who took up their residence at 
only Andrew, and Katherine Gardner, his 

ife, were then alive. Although these two 
•ians had lived together for nearly sixty 
ir domestic habits were of the most singu- 
[ption. Katherine is thus alluded to by 
n his narrative : — 
en are, and always have been, Satan's chief 
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instruments for ensnaring man. If a child is hego^ 
ten, then Satan has the laws of the land in his power, 
and the woman is as willing to rise against the maii^ 
as the devil is. I am a witness of this, and also a 
sufferer ; therefore I speak from experience. When 
our whole projKirty was divided by those who went 
to America, the proportion to each amounted to 
only L.5, 9s. lid., which we, who remained, had 
to accept in such articles, at a valuation, as could 
not be disposed of at the time. Some of the women, 
who were afraid of losing their proportion in the 
new farm of Larghill, required a little bill for the 
amount, to enable them to force payment when thej 
might think fit to do so. Katherine Gardner wai 
one of the number, nor were we long in Larghill tUl 
she required her money, and received it. She then 
left us, and rented a room to herself at Aucheng^ 
f>ert, but allowed her child, then five years old, to 
remain with us. Her motive for thus separating 
herself from the society, was to force me, either bj 
by law to do the same, or to give her a separate 
maintenance. In this she followed the example of 
Mrs Sanders, Friend Mother's eldest daughter, who, 
after she left us at Auchengibbert, raised an action- 
against her husband, who remained still with th^ 
society, for the support of herself and child. 

*' On finding she could not substantiate her claiii^ 
against me, Katherine returned to Larghill, wher^ 
she spun fine yarn for the people in the neighbour** 
hood, always keeping the money which she receiv( 
for work at her own disposal. 
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" We began to build our present house, two years 
before the expiry of our lease at Larghill, as we 
knew we would have then to remove. As soon as 
the house was habitable, Katherine removed to it, 
and still occupies the same room and closet which 
she then took possession of. She continued to work 
as usualy but did not appear at our table. She car- 
ried what she wanted of our pro\isions to her own 
room, cooked or otherwise, as she thought proper : 
and what she wanted for herself which we did not 
rue, she purchased with her own money ; and now 
that the other women are all dead, she iivcs very 
quiet and retired. She has been, I believe, con- 
sidered by our neighbours as one of our society, 
though as much removed from the natural habits of 
that body as if she had lived in France; and I 
really think she could not relate distinctly a circum- 
stance that happened in the society, except such as 
personally concerned herself. 

""The form of marriage-contract, by which man and 
woman are united, should be, that they live together as 
long as they can agree — but if they cannot agree, then 
to separate— and I think the apostle Paul gives the 
same advice to the Corinthians. There is no neces- 
sity for the interference of the clergy ; marriage is 
only a civil contract by the law of Scotland, and 
xiiight it not be the same elsewhere?" 

Such are the views of Andrew Innes respecting 
xnarriage ; a proof that he followed up, to a certain 
^extent, the views of Mrs Buchan, as expressed in her 
letter to Mr Brown of Sunderland. 



198 THE BUCHANITBB. 

The house occupied by Andrew Lines and lu 
wife, though built in the present century, might be 
mistaken for one of the oldest dwelling-houses in 
(ralloway. Tlie storeys are low, the windows smally 
with clumsy sashes ; and there being no nuirk of i 
rhisel on any part of the building, an antiquaiy 
might easily be led to suppose the structure to havs 
1>Gcn erected prior to the introduction of such imple- 
iiients into this quarter. Such a supposition mi^ 
1>c strengthened by the onstead falling into roiu. 
The little paved court in front of the house, is dis- 
iigurc<l by water lodging where stones have been 
displaced ; while goose-grass grows rank round the 
|)Osts of the entrance-gate, several of the bars of 
which have been broken for many years. The dii- 
orderly state of the slates on the roof of the house, 1 
raise an apprehension that they are about to descend 
on the head of the first person who approaches the i 
dwelling, and the neglected state of the once white- 
washed walls, tends to give the habitation a desolate 
and comfortless appearance. Nor is the interior 
calculated to relieve the impression. The feeble 
light admitted by the small dusty windows, is just 
sufficient to show that the scanty furniture is of the 
coarsest description, and that the spider may take up 
his residence in any part of the house, without the 
least danger of being disturbed. 

The antiquated appearance of the inmates is quite 
in accordance with the house and furniture. Old 
Katie, when seen in the twilight, with a broom in 
her hand, moving about the premises, or sauntering 
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round the graves of the dead, might easily l>e sup- 
posed to be one of those ancient females, yet linger- 
ing in the world, whom we are told nightly rode on 
« broomstick through the air, and who could at plea- 
sure reduce the size of their persons to that of a hare 
or a eat. Her stature, which, even in the prime of life, 
has evidently been diminutive, is now shrivelled, and 
so bent under the pressure of four-score years, that 
her height does not exceed fifty inches ! Her head is 
increased to at least three times its natural size, by 
an incredible succession of caps and bandages, bound 
so closely over the upper part of her little hatchet 
face, as to meet a pair of black-horn mounted spec- 
tacles, which she generally wears, the bri<lge of whicli 
is wrapped round with coloured yarn, apparently to 
save the skin of her nose. Her neck, as if unable to 
aupport the enormous quantity of cloth by which it 
is overtopped, bends forward till her chin rests on 
her breast; thereby compressing, or as the head 
moves to either side, contorting the features of her 
little countenance, now the reverse of comely, into 
very disagreeable-looking forms. A loose camlet 
gown of a dark blue colour, reaching from her neck 
to her heels, completes all that is seen of her dress. 
Notwithstanding her extreme old age and seemingly 
delicate fhune, old Katie is astonishingly active. The 
villagers say, she may be generally seen, like a Ban- 
shee, moving about the premises in the gray of the 
mominff, tending the cows, or, when the com is in 
the ear, scaring away the small birds from it, by 
the rattling of her iron-shod clogs on the stones. 



200 THE BUCHANITBS. 

She spends the latter part of the day at her whed, 
either by the kitchen-fire, or in a small closet hj' 
herself; whilst another small apartment in the oppo- 
site end, is occupied by her husband, for whom she 
seems to have a tender regard. | 

Andrew being entitled, by the Reform Act, to 
vote for a member of parliament for the stewartiy 
of Kircudbright, was about to be hurried away by 
some of his neighbours, to support Murray of Brough- 
ton at the general election of 1841 ; but although 
Castle Douglas, the polling- station, was only nine 
miles distant, Katie stoutly opposed his departor^^ 
for fear of his sustaining any bodily harm. Finding 
every remonstrance she could make not likely to de — 
tain him, she clung to his clothes and held him fftst^- 
till Grizzy, a faithful servant, who had been fifteeic: 
years in their service, volunteered to accompany him^ 
for the purpose of bringing him safely back. Atf 
soon as Andrew alighted from the chaise which had ■ 
been sent to convey him to the polling-booth, he^ 
dispatched his servant to inform me of his arrival 
Though the crowd was great, by the kindness of 
some friends, I soon got him passed through the 
polling-place, and set at liberty. He took no in- 
terest whatever in the passing scene ; and although 
I succeeded in amusing him for a short time at my 
house, he soon became as anxious to return to old 
Katie, as she had been to prevent his departure. 
Never having seen him recognise her, even although 
he met her in the passage of the house, and under- 
standing that each, at all times, occupied a separate 
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apartment, as before stated, and sac at different 
iKMurds, I was surprised to hear him lTe«{uontlv say, 
'* I wbh I was home once more, as my poor Katie 
will be in a sad way, till I am safely seated again at 
iny own fireside." 

This simple incident shows, that neither old age, 
nor infirmities, nor the peculiarity of thoir domestic 
liabits, had wholly extinguishe<l the mutual attach- 
ment of these frail octogenarians. 

Andrew Innes is in stature not more than five feet 
two inches high, and of rather a slender make ; his 
thm gray hairs hang down below an old slouched hat, 
'^liich seems permanently afiixcd to his head, as 
^Q wears it in-doors as well as out ; from under this 
^^ciisshapen covering, appear his long shaggy eye- 
Ojpows, overshadowing his little gray eyes, set far back 
their sockets, and which, even at his advanced 
appear to retain much of their former expres- 
sion. The general lineaments of his countenance 
S'trongly indicate traits of character, which, had they 
*:>een properly directed in early life, might have made 
^im a distinguished citizen, instead of a wild and 
Enthusiastic bigot. 

Since the green uniform of the Buchanitc corps was 
laid aside, Andrew has generally worn a light drab- 
eoloured short coat, vest and breeches of strong home- 
made cloth, rig-and-fur hose, and sky-blue spatter- 
dashes, with bright buttons. TMien he goes abroad, 
he wears a moorland plaid-cloak, seemingly very old, 
as the collar is a good deal decayed, apparently, how- 
ever, more from smoke than from the rays of the sun. 
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As he is not required, by his religious principka or 
business, to attend either church or market, he goes 
no further from home than to the village smithy or 
joiner's shop, to loam the local news of the day, or 
to receive a local newspaper, which he has joined for 
many years, at the rate of eightpence a quarter. This 
might be considered an instance of backsliding, as, 
during Mrs Buchan's lifetime, a newspaper was never 
seen in the hands of any member of the society, nor 
was any attention paid to passing events, whether 
local or general. 

Although Andrew Innes has never studied the 
rules of prose composition, he writes with surprising 
facility. I have in my possession at present, several 
MSS. entitled, "Observations on Original Sin," "Ob- 
servations on the Faith of Assurance," ** Observa- 
tions on a sermon for Young Women,'* and " Obser- 
vations on Saving Grace." But these are not a tithe 
of his writings, on subjects tending to propagate the 
singular principles professed by Mrs Buchan, which 
appear to have been written with a view to convert 
some of his neighbours. He lends these MSS. freely, 
but always with a request that they may be returned 
with the borrower's opinion, candidly expressed in 
writing, anent the soundness of the views he ex- 
presses in support of the different subjects treated 
of. When that request is not complied with, he 
takes it for granted that his statements are quite 
unanswerable. He complained to me, that the 
minister of an adjoining parish had kept one of 
his MSS. nearly a year, and at length returned it 
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with a short note, merely apologising for having 
kept it so long. 

To attain my object of gaining all the informa- 
tion I possibly could, respecting Mrs Buchan and 
her followers, I was obliged to act a different part ; 
although I often found myself at a loss what to say 
regarding dogmas repugnant to my feelings, more 
particularly as I was aware, that a single word slight- 
ingly or incautiously written, might shut the door 
against me for ever. 

The first time I called on Mr Innes at his own 
house, I showed him several documents respecting 
Mrs Buchan, which he did not conceive were in ex- 
istence ; and I gave him to understand, at the same 
time, that I had been occasionally employed, lately, 
in collecting all the information I could relating 
to the society, with a view to ])ublication, if, upon 
due consideration, I should find the materials col- 
lected suitable for that purpose. He seemed sur- 
prised, but said, I was certainly at liberty to do 
so, though any attempt to redeem the character of 
the founder of that sect, or of any of those who left 
their homes to follow her faith or practice, from the 
aspersions that had been cast on them by the world, 
would be as impossible as to cause the author of sin 
to do that which was right ; and, although I wished 
to repeat all that had already been said against them, 
to show that he was not afraid on his own account of 
my doing so, he would afibrd me every assistance in 
his power; in token of which, he gave me a letter to 
a gentleman in DumMes, of the following purport : — 
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" Sir, — I hope you will be so kind as give the 
bearer, Mr Joseph Train of Castle Douglas, the book 
containing copies of your grandmother's letters, and 
a narrative of my own life, while in the society." . . 

On presenting this letter to Mr S******, he 
admitted his having the book in question, and said, 
if I would only allow him to retain it for a few days, 
for the purpose of making marginal notes for my 
guidance, he would hand it to a relation of mine, 
then residing in Dumfries. To this arrangement I 
cordially agreed ; but, regardless of the most direct 
and binding promises, he holds it still. 

The MS. in question, was written by Andrew 
Innes about the year 1820, at the request of the late 
Captain Jones of Brooklands, for the perusal of the 
late Mr M'Adam of Castlcdykcs, near Dumfries. 
Andrew expected I would receive the book without 
any difficulty, but, on finding that was not the ease, 
he wrote me as follows : — 

** Crocketford, 21 Bt Jaanary 1839. 

" Sir, 

" I received your letter of the 16th, informing 
me that you have not received the book from Mr 
S •**•**. I cannot conceive what his design can 
be for keeping it for one moment, if it is not for the 
purpose of adulterating the meaning before he parts 
with it ; but any thing he may do in that respect, 
can do little harm, as I could put all right at the 
first view, as I have a copy of the whole in my pos- 
session. As you are so much interested in seeing 
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some of Mr White's writiogs or publicatioDs, I have 
sent you his Divine Dictionary, which has been in 
print upwards of fifty years ; and though it contains 
many things in direct opposition to the religious 
opinions of the present times, I never yet heard of 
any person attempting to make the assertions con- 
tained in it false, except on the grounds of slander. 

** Since John S****** has not given you the 
book required by my letter, I will employ all my 
spare time, of which I have now plenty, in writing 
out for you a sketch of all the essential proceedings 

of our society since its commencement 

— ^Yours respectfully, 

(Signed) " Andrew Innes." 

So far, therefore, from my design being thwarted 
byMrS****** withholding the MS., that circum- 
stance produced quite a different result. Andrew 
Innes drew up for me a more minute and extended 
account of the society than he had formerly written. 
The following communication will show, that the at- 
tempt made by another relation of Mrs Buchan, proved 
also abortive^ in persuading Mr Innes that my sole ob- 
ject was to obtain all the information I could respecting 
the Buchanites, for the purpose of composing a play, 
in which he, Mrs Buchan, and Mr White, were to be 
the chief actors ; all of whom, like the characters in 
the " Gentle Shepherd," would probably, ere long, 
be brought on the stage, for the amusement, perhaps, 
of his nearest neighbours : — 
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"CrwtoCliwd, SMh FM>. 1839. 

<< Dear Sib, 

" The weather has been so very cold of late, 
that I have been obliged to write for you with my 
gloves on: as I consider cold a child of the author of 
death, I therefore use every means in my power to 
resist its effects. The narrative having pleased you 
so well, I have filled up the blank book which you 
left with me also, for your informaticm, with such 
matter as I thought would be most interesting to 
you. I will expect to hear your opinion of the 
whole, and if any thing appears dark or uncertain to 
you, I will be happy to clear it up, 

" You have already seen a specimen of what I 
have written, for the satisfaction of some of my 
neighbours, on various subjects; and as I have a 
number yet beside me which you have not seen, I 
have sent you herewith a few of them ; and I 
request, particularly, that you give me your opinion 
of them, especially those I have written concerning 
the soul of man, and man's nervous system. You see 
that I am far from thinking that this generation will 
not feel a calamity of their own providing, although 
I have as little desire to see it as Jesus had to see 
the city of Jerusalem destroyed, when he wept for 
its fall. I may have my days numbered before these 
calamities come, as come they will ; but I forewarn 
you all who may see them, that God will have no 
more hand in them than he had in the destruction 
of Jerusalem. — From your friend, &c. 

" Ain)REW Innes." 
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I was thus furnished with eight different essays in 
one dajy and a continuation of the narrative, from 
which I gained much insight into the peculiar 
opinions of the writer, and of the Buchanites in 
general ; but the critical notices I was required to 
give on these writings did not meet his approbation, 
as he said " I had merely gathered the leaves of the 
tree, and left the fruit/' 

The iconcluding sentence of the preceding letter, 
evidently alludes to the near approach of the general 
judgment, which gave poor Andrew so much trouble 
when lying in the old quarry-hole at Lcadhills. 
The foUowing is not less visionary : — 

" Crocketford, 30th April 1839. 

" My very dear Friend, 

•** Robert Little has informed me, that you are 
proposing to bring a gig here the first fine day, to 
take me to Castle Douglas, merely because I have 
not been there for a long time. Your kindness has 
astonisthed me, from the first day I saw your face, 
shining like that of Moses when he returned from 
Mount Sinai, — it was so radi^pt, that his brethren 
could not look upon him ; or, like Stephen with his 
angelic countenance before his murderers ; or as her's 
(whose actions you are so desirous to know) was at 
the great agitation at New Cample. This is the 
reward I wish you to enjoy, for all your friendship to 
the old man at Crocketford. 

**This I can say in truth, although I have con- 
ferred benefits ten times more extensive on others, 
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than the trouble I have taken for you, I never re- 
ceived 80 much as a pleasant look or a pleasant word 
from any of them. On that account, you may judge 
of my feelings on viewing so many superabundant 
rewards from you. Were it possible for a person to 
live at the extremity of the earth, in total darkness 
for several months, you may conceive what the feel- 
ings of that person must be, when he saw the finit 
ray of light appearing above the horizon. Such are 
my feelings at present. The author of my light has 
been below the horizon for nearly half a century, 
and how can I avoid being glad at the sight of such 
a morning-star, as you appear to be at present in my 
sight ? 

'* I never obtain what I write, till the pen is in my 
hand ; hence you may judge from whom I receive my 
information. A part of my morning meditation has 
just come to hand, and I am willing to commit it to 
paper. The name Joseph led me to Egypt, where 
Joseph laid up a store for his brethren, and for all 
the surrounding nations. In like manner, I have 
pleasure in supposing you to be his brother after the 
spirit, providing for ^ famine which is near at hand, 
and that you are doing so under the influence, and 

as an instrument in the hands of God 

— ^Your friend and well-wisher, 

" Andrew Innes." 

Could any thing be more imaginative than this ? 
The singularity of a person, at this distance of time, 
expressing any curiosity respecting the peculiarities 
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of the sect, seem in a wonderful manner to have re- 
kindled the old man's enthusiasm and poetic fancy. 
The following fimtasy is worthy of Mrs Buchan 
•herself: — 

« Crocketford, 17th Feb. 1840. 

"My very vbry dearly and deservedly be- 
LOTBD FRH^ND, — ^I received your kind letter of the 
lltV Cart., with the valuable presents, and am highly 
gratified by your approbation of * Friend Mother's 
firedde chitchat/ — ^by which, in plain words, I mean 
OQofidential conversation — -about the manners and 
CQstoms of our society, with which few are now ac- 
quainted. I have lost all the companions of my 
youthful days, who witnessed the wonderful things 
I have written to you. I am left alone, like the 
peliean in the wilderness, in appearance, but that is 
not really the case. / sleep every night in my Friend 
Mifiker^s house, and breakfast with her family in the 
•omtfkjr. / go there in the capacity of your errand- 
hoy, and am consequently well-received. Had I your 
company there for a single meal, you would not envy 
the guests at the Queen's marriage-feast, of all the 
nuities and rich sauces in golden dishes. From this 
vou may see, that you are not putting uie to any 
disagreeable trouble on your account.^ 

I Sach a personal intercourse with the world of s]>irits, wa.s ])erhaps 
never pretended to by any otlier individual, except the Baron Sweden- 
borg, a Swedish nobleman, who founded the sect called " The New 
fenualem Church." In his " Treatise concerning heaven and hell," he 
laji — <* As often as I conversed with angels face to face, it was in their 
labitaiioDS, which are like to our houses on earth, but far more beau- 
iM and magnificent, having rooms, chambers, and apartments, in 
reat variety, as also spacious courts belonging to them, together with 

O 
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"lam consequently glad to see that you have 
forgot your errand-bay 9 as you have given hhn ai 
commission ; and I have no doubt of his bring 
you a good supply of fresh information from 
same quarter. Your desire to know how Mr Wl 
conducted himself at the great agitation, and dm 
the fast, will be a sufficient introduction to make 
welcome ; and although I may not get an answ^ s 
as you or I may expect, I am sure to get one n 
profitable to us. From this you may be certain, i 
when any thing valuable comes to your hands, 
have not the old man at Crocketford to thank fo 

'' My hand and pen are not sufficient to desc 

the satisfaction your last letter has given to 3 

sincere friend, 

<' Andrew Innes. 

Again he wrote me as follows : — 

*" Crocketford, 14th Msrdi U 

« Mt dear dear Sir, 

" You will easily perceive that I write you b 
freely, and in a more confidential manner thi 
have ever done to any other person, because of 
frankness and undisguised manner of your inqui 
which has enabled me to enlarge the informs 

gardens, parterres of flowers, fields, 8tc^ where the angels are fo 
into societies. They dwell in contiguous habitations, disposed 
the manner of our cities, in streets, walks, and squares. I hav 
the privilege to walk through them, to examine all round aboo 
and to enter their houses, and this when I was fully awake, huTii 
inward eyes opened.** — ^Evans' Sketch of the Denominations < 
Christian World. London edition, 1808, p. 214. 
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io you, much beyond any other person unconnected 
with the society. 

'' Ihave shown you, that the author of our society 
was actually the very person prophesied of by St John 
in the twelfth chapter of the Revelation ; and that 
ihe as amply performed all that he had told concern- 
ing her, as Jesus did all that the prophets wrote* 
concerning him. I have also shown you that the 
principal object that kept us together as a society., 
was the sense of her being wliat Mr White repre- 
iented her to be in his Divine Dictionarv, and in his 
other writings, and to ourselves ; and the prospect 
of obtaining the reward promised by Christ to his 
Uthfiil followers who endured to the end — that wa^i, 
personal translation ; — and I have shown you the 
npematural power that always attended us, cspeci- 
iHy from, the time of our leaving Irvine till the fai^t, 
hit more particularly at that time ; — and I have also 
ihown you that the disappointment of the disciples of 
Jesus was as to inheriting a wordly kingdom, which 
they expected by him until he expired on the cross. 
** It is the confidence that I had, and still have, of 
jou benefiting by this information, that has enabled 
me to write these things to you, which is not so much 
as hinted at in my writings to any one else uncon- 
nected with the society ; but you may require addi- 
tional light, to see through all the things that are 
already fulfilled to the utmost extent, and arc as 
dear to me as the beams of the sun can make them, 
because I was both eye and ear witness to them. — I 
am yoursy &c. 

(Signed) " Andrew Innbs." 
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It might well be supposed, that age had eiife< 
the intellect and darkened the understanding o 
writer of this letter. But the reader of the pr« 
ing pages may have obser\'edy that Andrew ] 
was a religious enthusiast from his youth. It w 
who converted to the Buchanite faith all the p 
of Muthill, who joined the society at Irvine ; bi 
whimsies so far out-rivalled, in extravagance, 
entertained by even the founder of the sect an< 
assistant White, that, when leaving the society at 
Cample, it will be recollected he was ordered b 
latter not to return without a certificate fron 
parish minister as to the sanity of his mind — a 
which might again have been strongly quest! 
at the time he proposed with James Sanders, 
Buchan's son-in-law, to commence another fa 
forty days, in order to prepare himself for heaven 
was the apostle dispatched on all important miss 
or, in his own words, was really " the errand-1 
of the society ; though, in the preceding lette 
assumes, under that title, the character and offi 
an angel. We were evidently playing at cross 
poses. His sole aim was, to induce me to belie 
his fanatical notions — mine was, to gain a thor 
knowledge of the faith and practice of Mrs Bv 
and her deluded followers : but, just at the tin 
was about to reveal to me so many of her fir 
secrets, one rash movement of my ardour in this 
suit, put a total stop to the intended disclosures 
had nearly put a period to any further intercc 
between us. 

Having received stW. iVve mformation to be go 



THE BUCHANITES. 213 

specting the fast of forty days, I ventured to send him 
an extract from " Bkckwood's Magazine " for May 
1820} and another from the '^ Castle-Douglas Mis- 
cellany" for March 1826, respecting Lady Buchan's 
heavenward flight, with an accompanying letter, 
apologising for doing so, on account of that subject 
not having been mentioned in any of the writings 
with which he had favoured me. To this communi- 
cation he replied — " I think you might have been 
satisfied with what I wrote you respecting Friend 
Mother. If I were to employ my time in confuting 
fiJse assertions like those you have sent me, I might 
write to the end of my life, without producing any 
good effect. / hope a more suitable time will arrive 
in your day, for publishing Friend Mother's life; but 
the prospect of my witnessing it, is now small. This 
may be considered as a fear on my part, for having 
written the narrative of the society now in your pos- 
session ; but I defy all the sons of men to contradict 
a single sentence of what I have written. Friend 
Mother's character has been represented in the 
blackest colours already ; but she is now out of the 
reach of her enemies, some of whom would, I dare 
say, like John Gibson, vent their ill-will on her grave, 
if they knew where to find it" 

I was aware that the allusion to the grave of Mrs 
Buchan, was jeeringly made in a moment of irrita- 
tion, to check my prying further into the secrets of 
the society than he thought proper to declare ; but 
I knew more of the interment of his Friend Mother 
than Andrew was aware of. So watchful was the 
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public, on the death of Mn Buchan, lest her remaiDS 
should pollute any of the neighbouring churdiyardii 
that the sheriff, as formeriy stated, deemed it pru- 
dent, for the preservation of the peace of the coub- 
try, to meet Mr White by appointment at midnigH 
near Auchengibbert. What follows, falls now to 
be related. 

On arriving at the appointed place, Sir Alexander 
Gordon met Mr White and George Hill, and pro- 
ceeded forthwith to Kirkgunzeon churchyard, a dis- 
tance of three miles, where they arrived by break of 
day. White informed the sheriff, that he and liii 
companion were the only persons present at the 
interment of Mrs Buchan, and were the only indivi- 
duals that knew the exact place where she was hud; 
that they had taken advantage of a lately-made 
grave ; and, the better to ensure concealment, thst 
they had raised the coffin, and placed that of Mis 
Buchan beneath it. On this violated grave bdng 
]>ointed out to Sir Alexander, he caused it to be 
again opened, and both coffins taken out ; when laid 
on the sward, and the lids removed, he examined the 
contents himself. The coffin first disinterred, con- 
tained the body of a man ; which he ascertained by 
passing one of his fingers along the lower part of 
the face to feel the beard ; the other that of a wo- 
man carefully packed in feathers^ which the sh&nS 
instantly recognised as the remains of Mrs Buchan, 
having frequently seen her when in life. 

These particulars remained a profound secret for 
at least thirty years, and would probably haw 
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lemuned so for ever, had not Sir Alexander Gordon, 
<me evening shortly before his death, related to a 
party of friends all the incidents just mentioned, to 
one of whom I am obliged for the information. Sir 
Alexander having been dead several years, I applied 
to his son, Colonel James Gordon of Baleary, on 
this subject, and am happy to have it in my power 
to add his confirmation to the previous statement : — 

" Balcary, 22d AprU 1840. 

"Sm, 

" I was in Edinburgh attending the college at 
the time of Mrs Buchan's death, but my sister says 
your account of my father having gone» as sheriff, 
with an officer, during the night, accompanied by 
&e Buchanite minister Mr White, to Kirkgunzeon 
ehurohyard, is correct. The frenzy of the people 
was such, that Mr White was in danger of being 
maltreated had he appeared in public at that time, 
on which account he undertook to show my father 
lirs Buchan's body in that churchyard at night, her 
followers having carried it there, and buried it by 
opening a late-made grave, and placing her under 
the other coffin. My father left Greenlaw at night, 
that he might be at the grave by break of day, 
before any person would have risen. He was shown 
the grave, saw it opened, and both coffins taken 
out, and the contents examined. She was in the 
lower one, packed in feathers; both coffins were 
replaced in the grave before any of the neighbours 
were up. 
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''I recollect hearing my &ther mentioiiing all ibefl 
particulars, many years after the occurrence. . . 

(Signed) " Jambs Gordon." 

This discovery plainly shows White to have bee: 
both a hypocrite and an impostor. He saw Mr 
Buchan pay the common debt of nature, and laid he 
head in the grave ; yet he had the efirontery aiK 
duplicity to assure even those persons, who by hi 
instrumentality, had been alienated from the simpli 
city of Divine truth, that the idol of their folly ha« 
ascended to heaven in his presence. Thinking al 
the circumstances attending Mrs Buchan's^r^^fone 
ral could not be wholly unknown to Andrew Innes 
and being anxious to elicit from him whatever infor 
mation he might possess on the subject, I forwarde( 
Colonel Gordon's letter to him, enclosed in a sketcl 
of all the particulars that led to that communication 
but, from his answer received in course of post, ] 
found I had been treading on forbidden ground :— 

" Crocketford, 10th June 1840. 

" Dear Sir, 

" With respect to your request concerning mj 
opinion of the account of Colonel Gordon as to th( 
burial-place of Friend Mother, it would be deemed 
presumption in me to express a doubt upon th( 
information you have already received from persons 
of the sheriff's own family, who heard it at differenl 
times from his own mouth, and confirmed by others 
who received it in the same indisputable manner. 
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ill I am say is, that the statement is altogether new 

tome, for I never heard of her having been burieil 

ttther in Kirkgunzeon kirkyard, or in any other, nor 

of her having been buried under another coflin, as 

the Colonel says ; but all this is now of very little 

importance. It is plenty for me to know, that the 

togds who attended her when on earth, will know 

where to find her at the second coming of the Lord, 

when the tares shall be separated from the wheat 

upon earth, as the sheep were from the goats in 

heaven at the ascension of Jesus. 

" You have been fortunate in getting such a full 
account of Friend Mother before my sight failed, as 
I could not write it now ; but I would like to see 
what you have taken from my writings. I will 
pay attention to returning the book in due time ; 
and your complying with this request will be remem- 
bered, with other favours, by your old feeble cor- 
respondent, 

" Andrew Innes." 

The MS. book here referred to, contains the nar- 
rative of the society, from which extracts have been 
so often given in the course of tliis sketch, with 
copies of the letters I had received from him ; also 
extracts from his essays, and from Mrs Buchan's 
communications, with a copy of every account or in- 
ddental notice of the Buchanites which I had been 
able to procure from the various publications in 
which they appeared. 

These papers being classed, titled, and paged 
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throughout, with a table of contents, and an intro- 
duction, and being handsomely bound, formed a 
respectable volume ; but my friend did not wish to 
see his writings in such company. I plainly per- 
ceived, by the preceding letter, that he was not in 
his usual tranquil state of mind; and, fearing lest my 
discovery of the burial-place of Mrs Buchan might 
be the cause of it, and wishing to give him as little 
pain as possible on such an important point of his 
faith, I instantly forwarded the book he wished, and 
in a day or two afterwards proceeded personally to 
Crocketford, merely to ascertain that he was not 
indisposed, and to converse with him on the subject 
of Colonel Gordon's letter. 

Although the day was very hot, I found him 
wrapped in his old plaid-cloak, seated by a strong 
peat fire ; and I had scarcely placed myself on my 
usual seat beside him, when he said — " You have 
really been very active in striving to find out Friend 
Mother's grave — ^you will surely be satisfied now." 
Thinking he had spoken in a jocular manner, I 
replied, that I was still anxious to learn further par- 
ticulars of Friend Mother's fireside, with which he 
had kindly promised to furnish me. On which he 
hastily rejoined, " I have not another word to com- 
municate on the subject, and I think you may be 
well content with the information you have already 
received." He then asked me, if I had kept a cop^r 
of Colonel Gordon's letter. I told him I had not, 
as I thought there was not much fear of my losing' 
the original, as I considered it safe while in lu» 
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hands ; and it, being a document of singular impor- 
tance, I would preserve it carefully. 

Observing that I did not wish to part with it, he 
said, "The letter is of great importance to me, 
and cannot be of any to you ; but as you want it, 
there it is" — at the same time handing it to me. 
I asked him, if a certified copy would answer his 
purpose ? if not, I would keep such a copy myself, 
and return the original to him. This offer ho de- 
clined, saying, if there was to bo any copying in the 
matter, I might keep it altogether. 

I was more surprised, however, to find, that he 
had cut up my manuscript, and had not only taken 
out every line of his own writing, but had interlined 
a great part of mine with very singular remarks. 
He gave as his reason for doing so, that I had made 
short extracts only from Mrs Buchan's letters and 
his essays; whereas, I had copied every thing I 
could find that appeared to be against her or the 
society, at full length ; and as the book appeared to 
be quite ready for the press, he was resolved to de- 
prive me of his part of it. 

I had often heard of his being a very captious 
person,' but had not seen any thing previously to 
Warrant my belief in the character ascribed to him.^ 

1 One instance may be mentioned of the ungovernable temper of 
t:he old man : A dispute having arisen between him and one of hia 
^«nant8 in the village of Croeketford, respecting the fruit of a cherry, 
"^ree which was trained up against the gable of the tenant's house : — 
• • Ilet you the house and garden only," said Andrew ; " but the tree 

Is not in the garden, and it was never mentioned in our bargain; 

t^berefore, you have no right to the fruit of it." " But my kitchen 
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However, as I supposed myself to have been the 
cause of his irritation in this instance, I did aQ in 
my power to allay his anger, by assuring him that 
he was quite mistaken as to my having any intentbn 
of publishing the manuscript in the form in which he 
had seen it ; and that the materials it contained, wer^ 
arranged merely for my own convenience, whef- 
drawing up my intended sketch of the society, fo^ 
which purpose he had placed these materials at my^ 
disposal.^ But it was not till I had urged upon hi^ 
mind the impropriety of withholding the narrative 
which he had frankly given to me, and the letters C 
had received from him by post, that he reluctantly^ 
returned to me these documents. These papers C 



fire," rejoined the tenant, " being directly behind the tree, the inters 
rening wall is thereby so warmed, as greatly to promote the Tegeta" 
lion and firuit of your tree at my expense.** Andrew, haTing an aa^ 
in his hand, struck the trunk of the tree with the intention of cnttiniT 
it down, rather than submit to any reasoning on the subject, and wai» 
about to strike it again, when the tenant arrested his hand, saying, — 
*' Stop, that is only taking advantage of yourself. I wiU rather relin^ 
quish my claim, than see your property thus destroyed." As if struck:- 
with this generous concession, Andrew desisted, and walked away, 
saying, " If you think you have a right to the fruit, take it.** 

1 ^ You will find, as I told you in a former letter, that the publish- 
ing of her (Mrs Buchan) true character could onJiy be of aerrlce U^ 
some writer of novels or other new publications ; and though I had in- 
dulged you in all that you required, and, I suppose, nKire than you^ 
expected, it was without hope of redeeming her character, or that o^^ 
any person that was with her, in the view of the world at large, — b- 
thing I consider as impossible as to make the author of sin do that 
which is right. Tet, lest you should consider me afraid of the conse- 
quences, I leave you at ftill liberty to publish what you think proper^ 
interrupting your friendly intercourse with your friend and well- 
wisher, 

(Signed) " Andrew I95es." 
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immediately got bound anew; and, certainly, the 
interest of the book is not lessened by the interline- 
ations alluded to.^ 

Andrew looked forward with intense anxiety to the 
awful period of Friend Mother's advent from heaven, 
to convince the faithless world of its error, in suppos- 
ing her to be one of the false prophets foretold in the 
Old Testament book of Deuteronomy. The savings 
of many years, converted into gold, and bound up in 
>o old thread stocking, he placed in the hands of his 
old and valued friend, Alexander Cavet of Little 
•l^rg, under certain injunctions, lost his upward 
^^ht might be retarded, by having such a weight 
of worldly dross in his possession. But the most 
^tended period predicted for that great event, came 
aucl passed away. The sun continued to rise and 
^t as formerly, and though Mrs Buchan did not 
••ppear at Crocketford, strange to say, the faith of 
■Andrew Innes, in her divinity and prc<iictions, ap- 
peared in nowise shaken. 

A few weeks after the time of Luckio's expected ad- 
^©nt, the pastor of a religious sect, thinly spread 
^ver Kirkcudbrightshire, to whom the history of 
^^ Buchan, and most of the persons who followed 
^®f from Irvine, was well known, called on Andrew 
Innes, whilst on one of his peregrinations amongst 
^is flock, expecting to find him in great tribula- 
tion for having been led astray from the right path. 



' Thii if the MS. alluded to in the History of Galloway, vol. U. 
^^P. 8, by the Rev. William Mackenaie, now minister of Skirling. 
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during such a lengthened period of his life, by the 
fantasies and false pretensions of a fimatical woman, 
and willing to return to the bosom of the church. 
But as soon as the old man perceived the object of 
his visit, he ordered him instantly to quit the house, 
saying, *' When I want your spiritual advice, sir, I 
will send for you. In the mean time, I will not listen 
to a word you can say on the subject you have ad- 
vanced, as I am as firm in the belief at present, of 
the divine mission of Mrs Buchan, as at any former 
period of my life." 

Nearly a year after this interview had taken place, 
I had also a strong proof of his unshaken belief in 
the return of Mrs Buchan. On my naming to him 
the large sum for which an eminent banker in Lon- 
don had compounded with government as his quota 
of the income-tax, for the three years for which the 
act had been passed, he hastily replied, '^ Ah ! be- 
fore the end of that time, there will be no in- 
come tax required ; people will not work for wages 
then." 

He subsequently became more explicit. In a 
letter which I received from him, dated 20th August 
1843, he writes thus : — " I can assure you, from 
Christ's own words, that his second coming will be 
in this present year, 1843, (be not surprised at this j 
although new, it is true,) and I wish you to have? 
then a spoon and a seat at the great banquet-table, 
beside those who will not taste of death." 

As this appeared to be merely another attempt- 
to induce me to become a convert to the religious 
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opinions of my old acquaintance, I took no notice of 
the prophecy, and we continued our intercourse as 
formerly. 

Not being satisfied with the answer of Andrew to 
my letter of the 22d April 1840, enclosing that of 
Colonel Gordon of Balcary, as in that communica- 
tion he affirmed that he was not aware of Luckie 
Buchan having been buried in the kirkyard of Kirk- 
gunzeon, I mentioned this circumstance to Mr Cavet 
of Little Larg, who, from his infancy upwards, had 
been well acquainted with, and much respected by, 
the people of Larghill, who were his immediate neigh- 
bours. He was, besides, the intimate personal friend 
of Andrew Innes, and was consulted by liim on all 
important occasions. Mr Cavet did not doubt the 
truth of Andrew's statement to me of his ignorance 
of Mrs Buchan having been buried in the kirkyard 
of Kirkgunzeon, but accounted for it, from the cir- 
cumstance of his being always at variance with Mr 
White, after being expelled from tlie society dur- 
ing the " Great Fast of Forty Days" at Closebum. 
Though Andrew returned to the society, in compli- 
ance with the wishes of Luckie Buchan, IVfr White 
kept him in the dark as much as he possibly could, 
in all matters connected with the affairs of their little 
community ; and, after the death of the founder of 
their sect, the outbreaking of their discord, as has 
l)een seen, led to a disruption of their body at 
Auchengibbert. 

Mr Cavet said, that, on the night after the sheriff 
had inspected the remains of Mrs Buchan in the 
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domiitory of the dead, at Kirkgunzeon, 
Robertson and George Hill, assisted by Mr 
removed her remains thence to Auchengibber 
they were deposited beneath the kitchen 
stone. As soon as Mr White and his adher« 
Auchengibbert for America, Andrew Inn 
possession of the corpse of Mrs Buchan, ren 
by night to his new residence at Larghill ; and 
possible privacy, several years afterwards, w 
little band of enthusiasts were about to rei 
their own property at Crocketford, the bone 
Luckie were deposited in a large chest, g 
used for the purpose of holding the spare 1 
of the society. This hist, with the bones, 
moved from Larghill to the Buchanite h 
Crocketford, and there placed in the dark cl< 
merly mentioned. Here it was allowed to rer 
MrsGoldie left the society, and returned to D 
when, lest she might inform her nephew of hij 
mother s bones being yet above ground, a 
possibly endanger the peace of the society, it 
moved to a cellar, or tofaU, in the ground bel 
workshop. This removal took place the ni 
ceeding that on which Mr S****** made th 
already mentioned in this little work. Had h 
fore, made his survey of the suspected pla- 
sooner, he would have found his grandmotl 
mains in the place pointed out to him by his 
This little charnel-house being attached 
end of the dwelling-house, in which was t 
closet of Andrew Innes, and in which he g 
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B&t when not engaged in out-door work, the bones 
in. the cell were directly opposite the back of the 
l>Qc[room fire, as was supposed for the purpose of 
keeping them dry ; but twice every day in the year, 
"W-ith the greatest regularity, ho heated a flannel 
^loth at his fire, and then pushed it with the poker 
t^lsoagh a hole in the wall at the back of the grate, 
xnade for that purpose, whence the cloth fell into the 
x^tide coffin where the skeleton lay. He then went 
out at a back door in his bedroom, removed the 
^firmer fiannel, and carefully spread that newly 
heated over the skeleton. " This," my informant 
(who was for a long time his only personal attend- 
«uit) says, '' he invariably performed, with as much 
privacy as if his life solely depended on the con- 
cealment of these bones." The flannel last removed 
from the bones, he always bound round his head 
^hen going to bed at night, under the superstitious 
belief that it was a preventive from every ill by 
irhioh mankind is afflicted. 

The enthusiastic old man spent a certain time 
daily beside the remains of his deceased mistress, 
evidently in the performance of some peculiar devo- 
tion. To these reveries he evidently alludes in his 
letter on the 17th February 1840, where he says — 
** I sleep every night in Friend Mother's house, and 
breakfast every morning with her family." 

As the 29th March 1841 drew nigh, the expiry of 
the full time within which Mrs Buchan declared she 
would return to the world, he spent much time be- 
side the bones, in the language of Scripture, " with 

P 



226 THE BUCHANITES. 

his loins girded, and his lamp burning/' ready for 
that important crisis^ when, in the twinkling of ai^ 
eye, he should burst the bonds of mortality, and find 
himself in the presence of her whom he had so high^ 
ly honoured and adored. Disappointment came^ 
but it did not blast his hopes ; for, in the peculiar 
tenets of his devotion, Andrew Innes seemingly 
stood alone in the world, uncountenanced even by 
his partner Katherine Gardner. This woman, during 
the long period of fifty-eight years, in which she had 
resided in Galloway, was never known to have at- 
tended any place of worship. At Crocketford, she 
refrained from turning her spinning-wheel on the 
Sabbath-day, but whether she did so in obedience to 
the divine command, or only in compliance with the 
example set by her religious neighbours, was known 
only to herself. 

She was generally considered by the public, as being 
one of the society of Buchanites, but according to 
licr husband, Andrew Innes, she had no claim to that 
distinction. In the summer of the year 1845, she 
became bed-ridden, and died in the November follow- 
ing. During her last illness, the only worldly anxiety 
manifested by her was, that she might be soon, able 
to get out of bed again, to see that the wants of 
Andrew were properly attended to. She had an old 
chest of drawers, which, immediately before her death, 
she bequeathed to the woman who attended her, say- 
ing, with her last breath, ** Oh, be careful of An- 
drew ; he sits with his feet on the ribs of the grate, 
which has fashed me muckle. If the timber soles of 
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hk dogs was to tsk fire, his feet and legs micht be 
zoaated, before he could shift the chair, or ony body 
eooie to his assistance.'' 

When the recovery of old Katie had become hope- 
IttSy I requested of Andrew Innes to be invited to 
W funeral, when that should happen ; and I would 
iuive attended, although at the distance of nine miles, 
merely for the purpose of noting the occurrence of any 
peculiarity in the performance of the funeral ob« 
aequies ; but a few days after the funeral, I received 
a letter from Andrew, of which the following is a 
copy:— 

** Crocketford, Ist DeccmUer 1845. 

" Dear Sib, 

** I have no doubt but you will have heard of 
Eatherine's death, and would be ready to suppose 
me negligent in not sending you notice sooner, as 
you expressed a wish to be present at the funeral ; 
but I hope my stating a few facts, will relieve you 
from that apprehension. The cold frosty winds at 
the beginning of last month, almost deprived mo of 
the use of my limbs, which, you know, arc both weakly 
at any time, and the frosty wind also seized my head 
with such a giddiness upon Monday last, that I re- 
quired more help than usual to support me stand- 
ing, till my clothes were put on ; on Tuesday I was 
worse. On Wednesday, Eatherine died ; and I fixed 
Friday for burying her, at which time I could not 
walk a step without the assistance of two persons, — 
one holding me up at each side. I only invited a 
few persons ; and you know they had not far to carry 
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her to the grave. I did not forget your request, but 
really I was not able to write, and this is the first 
attempt I have made to hold a pen since. 

'^ You may rest assured that I have given you in 
the narrative, and since, a true account of all mat- 
ters connected with the society, and with its author, 
except a few circumstances connected with our £ut 
of forty days, which I could not well describe, and 
which no one, that was not personally present, could 
comprehend 

'* This statement of unvarnished facts, I bid de« 
fiance to either her enemies or mine to contradict. 
I have always believed Friend Mother to be as 
represented by Mr White in his Divine Dictionary ; 
and, through her, I have looked forward to personal 
translation, without tasting death.-— Yours, &c.' 



99 



The fallacy of such a faith will immediately f^ 
pear. 

The enfeebled frame of this singular old man sus- 
tained such a shock by the death of his ancient help- 
mate, that his remaining health and bodily strength 
declined rapidly. I visited him on 31st December 
1845 : he was then very weak, and spoke seemingly 
with difficulty ; a few days afterwards he fell, when 
outside, attempting to visit the graveyard. On 
the ] 5th January, in answer to some inquiries which 
I had made respecting his health, a friend wrote 
thus : — '< Mr Innes has got the better of his fall, but 
I think his health is &st giving way, and that he is 
entering into a state of mixed consumption and 
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dropfty, which I fear will cut him off ere long/' 
Four days later I received a note, from which the 
following is an extract : — 

** I write you this in a hurry, merely to inform 
you, that Mr Innes died this morning at seven 
o'clock, sitting in his arm-chair, seemingly without 
pain. 

** The demise of no other individual in this locality 
could have caused such a sensation as the death of 
Andrew Innes, it being generally known that he ex- 
pected to be translated to heaven ; but when the 
proof came that he was not exempted from the 
g^eral lot of humanity, all his wild pretensions in 
that respect were seen to have been only the ravings 
of a disordered mind. This was the more singular, 
as he was, except on religious subjects, a staid sen- 
sible man." 

A valued correspondent, very shortly before his 
demise, sent him the following queries on articles of 
the Buchanite faith, merely to ascertain on what 
grounds he had discontinued the observation of cer- 
tain rules laid down to the society by Mrs Buchan, 
and for ascertaining the articles of his faith at the 
time of his death : — 

Questions for Mr Innes. 

** 1. If Friend Mother be the woman spoken of in 
Bevelations xii., how do you explain her flight into 
the wilderness, and nourishment there from the face 
of the serpent, for a time, times, and half a time, or 
1260 days ? What do you hold those times to mean 



230 THE BUCHANITE& 

— and how do you apply them to Friend Mother's 
case? 

'^2. Friend Mother being a good woman, h^ 
spiritual births behoved to be good also. How, then, 
can you call such a man as Mr White her child ? 
and how can you hold him as having be^i caught 
up to God, and His throne, which he assuredly never 
was — ^it being Christ alone who has ascended, or ever 
shall ascend, to that throne, on which He reigns, and 
shall reign, without a rival ? 

*^ 3. Friend Mother having been continually 
speaking o^ and instructing the society in, spiritual 
things, it cannot be but that Mr Innes remembers 
many of those things, consisting both of remarkaWe 
sayings, and expositions of Scripture. Will Mr 
Innes, therefdre, be so good as recall and tnrlte 
down as many of these as he can ? 

'< 4. Friend Mother, in all her letters, inculcates 
the proper Christian exercise of prayer and praise* 
Did she and the society follow in practice, what she 
thus inculcates in her letters ? and if not, for what 
reason, seeing that the Lord and all his apostles 
inculcate the same things ? " 

The following answers to the above queries, ap^ 
pear to have been about the very last production of 
his pen : — 

Answers bt Mb Innes. 

^* Your first question is respecting her flight into 
the wilderness, and her beiqg there 1260 days. I 
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consider her flight into the wilderness in two stages^ 
like Israel's captivity to Babylon. The first, when 
carried to Stewarton by a mob, and banished the 
next day by Irvine magistrates, when she went to 
Muthill, and returned several months after, and was 
banished a second time from Irvine in the month of 
May following, to Closeburn, where she remained 
three years, without the certainty of one single 
night's possession, before the mob threatened her 
with treatment such as she received in Irvine ; and 
after a law protection was given her by the circuit 
court, she was kept imder the fear of being burnt 
alive evexy night she remained in that place. Her 
first flight was in the month of October in 1783, as 
you may see by the date of her letters from Muthill ; 
and she obtained a residence in Auchengibbcrt at 
Whitsunday 1787 ; so you may calculate if the days 
and years you mention, be contained in that period, 
for I can assure you I was so well supplied with so 
much better proof, that it never entered my mind to 
think of it as a proof. 

" Your second question, is respecting the certainty 
of her divine original, or spiritual birth ; and that is 
a question that I answer with great confidence and 
pleasure also. And I give you the words that pro- 
ceeded from her own mouth for my authority. She 
often said, that she sprung, or was made, of that 
blood that was scattered at the foot of Christ's 
cross, and was on that account as nearly connected 
with the second Adam, as Eve was to the flrst. I 
know I am leading you into deep waters here, yet 
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you having nothing to fear, for he that can lead yoa 
in, can support you, or keep you from drowning.'' 

The literal copy of the remainder of the answers, 
is here lost ; but the following is a futhful abstract 
of their contents : — That Mrs Buchan bringing forth 
a man child, who was caught up to God and Bu 
throne, to rule all nations with a rod of iron, was 
figurative, and spiritually fulfilled in Mr White's 
adoption of her views, and thus getting seated in the 
hearts of her children or followers, whose hearts 
unitedly constituted the throne of God ; and that 
Mr White's ruling all nations with a rod of iron, 
was also fulfilled in his subsequent tyrannical con- 
duct, both towards Mrs Buchan and them — ^they, her 
followers, symbolising the nations of the millenial 
reign, as the Jewish patriarchs symbolised the twelve 
tribes, and the apostles the Christians. 

The third question was passed by with but this 
brief observation — that Friend Mother's acts spoke 
far more eloquently than her words, and that both 
her words and acts must be detailed with due can- 
tion, to such only as have light enough to receive 
and understand them ! 

Question fourth elicited the response, that Friend 
Mothers and the society's whole life, being but one 
continued expressive act of both prayer and praise, 
she and they needed not to engage in outward 
vocal formalities to that effect, like others who 
walked less perfectly ; and that, though it was true 
enough that both Christ and his apostles prayed and 
praised, and inculcated the like duties upon their 
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followers— yet, their dispensation being much lower 
than that which Friend Mother began, such things 
consequently became as unsuitable to this new 
higher dispensation, as the old Jewish sacrifices 
were to the Christian economy, which did them 
away. But the discrepancy between this view, and 
the fact of Mrs Buchan inculcating both prayer and 
praise in her letters, was passed by I 

It was held to be a great point by Andrew, that 
the members of his confraternity should display 
much firmness and imperturbability during their last 
illness ; as that, in his opinion, afibrdcd a strong 
proof of the truth of their religion, shining through 
so conclusive a triumph of their faith. And on this 
account, he was in the habit of watching all their 
deathbeds, anxiously noting their expressions and 
demeanour, and pointing out to favourable attention, 
such as he thought orthodox and becoming, or ac- 
counting for such as he disapproved, on the score of 
fleshly weakness, or temporary mental wandering. 
A striking instance of this has already been narrated 
in the case of Duncan Robertson ; and when his own 
sister, Peggy Jones, died, she was kept from leaping 
over the Buchanite wall in precisely the same man- 
ner ; for Peggy had, through means of the nurse 
got in to attend her, managed to have an elder of 
the established church smuggled up stairs into her 
apartment in order to pray with her ; but Andrew 
detected something strange going forward imme- 
diately, and, hastening up stairs, made such a dis- 
play of temper, as caused his sister to beg that what 
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SO ruffled him, might not be persisted in on her 
account — a fine act of sisterly charity and submission, 
in a moment so earnest and all-important. His wife, 
old Katie, escaped better when dying, through hia 
greatly increased deafness and blindness ; yet, in 
her case also, many an act and word did he see 
and hear, that caused him to shake his head and 
groan inwardly ; for the fact is, she was possessed o1 
great native sincerity and downrightness of charac- 
ter, which perhaps was the cause of her never melt- 
ing so thoroughly into the society as others, so thai 
the outside, at which she was constantly kept, mad< 
her familiar with many little misfortunes, which tool 
off the fiery edge of fanaticism, and gave her a kindli 
breadth and softness of spirit, that shed a peacefu 
air of piety and resignation over her deathbed, no 
at all unique, and singular and exclusive enough t 
please her husband. As was naturally to be expected 
from the habit he had thus acquired, when th« 
time came to adjust his own mantle and fall, a sin 
gular contest took place within him for a little, as t< 
whether he should really yield himself up to enac 
the dying man's part, or still cling to his darling 
hope of translation without death. But one ver 
severe night's illness, immediately thereafter, » 
strained and cracked all the timbers and cords of hi 
clay vessel, as to make him exclaim that it was a] 
over with him — that he could ^stand very few mor 
like it, but must soon give way, as he now recognise 
what hand it was that had him in its grasp, indee<] 
From that moment, he affected great coolness an* 
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^f-possession ; re affirmed, to those who asked him, 
his peculiar dogmas ; busied himself with arrange- 
ments concerning his papers, clothes, and property ; 
held long conversations with those admitted to see 
him ; and ventured, at length, to utter a prophecy, 
that, on the morning of the third day from that on 
which he thus became oracular, he would expire — 
which actually came to pass ! 

Only four days before this event, the unaltered de- 
votee sent for three of his friends, and gave them parti- 
ealar directions that the box, containing the remains 
of Mrs Buchan, should be interred in the same grave 
as himself ; and in order to have this accomplished 
with all possible privacy, he directed that his grave 
should be made on the day previous to his inter- 
ment, and on the morning of his fhneral, at cock- 
crowing, they were to remove the box containing 
the remains of Mrs Buchan to the grave, and after 
depositing it there, to cover the rude coffin with a few 
shovels full of the bottom mould, and press it so as 
to give it the appearance of being the real bottom of 
the grave, for the purpose of effectually concealing 
from those who attended his funeral, what had be- 
come of the remains of his Friend Mother. But the 
period had arrived when this secret could be no 
longer kept from the public. The three friends, who 
had undertaken this duty, being convinced of this, 
thought it most prudent to conduct the funeral of 
Andrew and his mistress openly. They, therefore, 
permitted several of theirfriends to inspect the rudely- 
made coffin of Mrs Buchan, and its contents, before 
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removing it from the house for interment ; oi 
whom favoured me, on the same day, with a k 
from which I make the following extract : — 

'^ The coffin, or packing-box, as it may with i 
propriety be called, as there has never been j 
or paint on the wood, is nearly six feet long, 
old Luckie's remains occupy nearly the whole le 
of it. The skin is dark brown, and is like parchi 
cemented to the bones.* There is black hair, 
inches in length, on the hinder part of the skull 
there are two teeth in the mouth ; the arms 
hands of the skeleton are entire, but the nose, • 
and feet, are gone. It is laid on straw, with a ] 
of an old blanket spread across the chest." 

In compliance with Andrew's special direct 
the coffin was laid in the grave along with his 
in the kailyard, on the left flank of the line 01 
graves of his former associates, and not more 
two feet from the back wall of his former bed-r 
The villagers crowded to the place of intermen 
witness this unique spectacle. As the coffins 
lowered into the grave, an expression of melanc' 
contempt, or disgust, was seen in every counteni 
but a sigh was not heard, nor a tear shed, ove: 
last resting-place of the infatuated Andrew. 

Such was the rise, progress, decline, and ex 

* It was the intense heat of the peat fire on the hearth-flag 
kitchen of the £urm-honse of Auchengibbert, under which the r< 
of Mrs Bachan were deposited from April 1791 to July of the 
qnent year, that scorched her sldn, and gave it thns the consiatc 
parchment. 
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tion, of this little knot of enthusiasts. Their errors 
luKve, I trusty been made so apparent, that the 
naders of the preceding pages may recall to mind, 
as condemnatory of their blasphemous pretensions, 
tte following lines of Dr Beattie :~ 

" One little part we dimly scan, 
Through the dark medium of life's feverish dream, 

Tet dare arraign the whole stupendous plan. 
If hot that little part incongruous seem. 

! then renounce that impious self.esteem, 
That aims to trace the secrets of the skies ; 

For thou art but of dust — be humble, and be wise." 
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NOTE 1. 



Account of the Buchanites,/rom a manuscript of the late Dr 
Richmond, minister of Irvine, kindly communicated by kis 
9on, the Rev. John Richmond, minister of Southdean in 
Roxburghshire. 

Some years ago, upon the death of Mr Jack, Relief 
ifiinister of this place, that congregation made choice of Mr 
^^te to be his successor. Mr White being called to assist 
<^t a sacrament in the neighbourhood of Glasgow, Mrs 
Bucfaan had an opportunity of hearing him ; and, captivated 
it would appear by his oratory, she communicated to him, by 
letter, the flattering account of his being the first minister 
^ho, as yet, had spoken effectually to her heart, expressing, 
at the same time, a desire to visit him at Irvine, that she 
might be further confirmed in the faith. This letter he 
showed to some of his people, who gave her a very welcome 
reception, and, from her heavenly conversation and extraor- 
dinary gifts, they began to consider her as a very valuable 
acquisition to their party. Religion was the constant topic 
of her conversation. In all companies, and upon all occasions, 
she introduced it. Her time was wholly occupied in visiting 
from house to house, in making family worship, solving 
doubts, answering questions, and expounding the Scriptures. 
At length, however, some of the congregation began to 
entertain suspicions of the orthodoxy of her principles, all of 
which had been implicitly imbibed by their minister ; they 
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expressed dissatisfaction with his ministry, and d 
to dismiss her as a dangerous person. He refused 
with their request ; they threatened to libel him 
remained firm to her interests, and was supported \ 
the most wealthy of his hearers. 

They drew up a paper, containing what they su 
be his principles and hers, and desired him to declar 
they were his principles. He acknowledged that t 
and readily subscribed them as such. Upon this, th 
the matter before the presbytery, who thought 
depose him from the office of the ministry. He re 
Irvine, accompanied by his adherents, dehvered u] 
of his church, and preached for some time in a 
afterwards in his own house. The curiosity of the ] 
excited, and many frequented his meetings. Strang( 
were g^ven of their doctrines and manner of worshi 
usually met in the night time, and were instructs 
pretended prophetess. She gave herself out to be tl 
spoken of in the 12th chapter of the Revelation, am 
White was the man-child she had brought forth, 
some other blasphemies she uttered, drew upon her 
herself the indignation of the populace. Idle p( 
different times, assembled in a tumultuous manner, sx 
. he house, broke the windows and furniture, and w 
proceeded to greater extremities, had it not beei 
interposition of the magistrates. After repeated ap 
from several members of the Relief congregation to 
apprehended, and proceeded against as a blasph( 
magistrates thought it prudent to dismiss her from - 
which was accordingly done. May 1784. To pr 
from insult, they accompanied her for a mile out to 
notwithstanding all their efforts, she was grossly in 
the mob, thrown into ditches, and otherwise ill-us 
way. 

She took up her residence that night, in comp 
some of her followers, in the neighbourhood of £ 
and, bemg joined by Mr White and others in the 
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proceeded on her way to Bfaachline, and from thence to 
Ciunnock and Closebnm. They sun^ as they went, and said 
^ they were going to the " New Jerusalem." Since that 
tiine, many of them have returned, and, upon their publicly 
Knouncing thdr former errors, were admitted members of 
tike ertabUihed church, though it is remarkable that the 
"kostjif not the whole of these deluded people, were formerly 
aectarians. 

I have seen a genuine account of Mrs Buchan's death, from 
* person on the spot. They attempted, it would appear, to 
<ittry on the delusion to the last. She had given out that 
the was to rise again in a few days ; this event they accord- 
ingly looked for. Mr White and one of bLs associates visited 
her corpse, which lay in a bam, twice every day for some 
thne. On the fifth day, they intimated that they had dis- 
covered symptoms of returning life; and on the morning 
of the sixth day, they gave out that she was ascended. The 
grave-clothes were accordingly left in the coffin, and the 
body had disappeared. Doubts, however, having arisen in 
the minds of her own relatives, they caused search to be 
made, and the body was at last found in a pit, that had been 
hastily dug for its reception in an adjoining field. 

NOTE 2. 

Communication by William Ayton, Esq, of Hamilton, the 
ceUbrcUed offricvltural writer, addressed to his son, a 
respectable solicitor in Hamilton. 

Dear Robert, 

Mr Train will probably know, that the inhabitants of 
Ayrshire not only made a figure in the unhappy disputes 
between the Episcopalians and Presbyterians in the 16th 
century, but have, even since the settlement in 1688, been 
fully as clamorous about religion, as people in any other dis^ 
trict in Britain. Mr M'Millan disliked the Revolution 
settlement, because it did not limit religion to the opinions 
pf the Covenanters ; and he became a sort of apostle of that 
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partTy and had a good many foUowen^ which form a rapeet- 
able party to this day. The Enkinei became the apoadei of 
the Secession church in 1733 ; and, in fifteen years aftv- 
wwrdSf Mr Gibb became the ^Mttle of the Antiburgfaer see- 
tion, and the Erskines and Mr Fisher took the lead amoag 
the other half of the Seceanon cfanrch. Mr Whitefidd fron 
America next started for a party, and made a good deal of 
noifie for a few years, and sowed the seeds of the Rdlef see- 
tarians. And as all these parties scolded, not only the 
national church, but each other, in nmneroos pampUeCi^ 
and thnndered violence upon all parties except their own, in 
thMr sermons, it would appear that Mrs Bochan had beooaie 
smitten with the ambition of also becoming the leader of a 
party, which she imagined she could condnct to heaTcn by 
way of Dumfries or Galloway. And she had the addresi^ it 
seems, to get a Relief clerg^yman, and a considerable portion 
of hiii congregation, to follow her for forty miles, and for 
several months, expecting every day to reach that happy 
region. 

An occurrence of this kind well merits attention, and 
ought to be well investigated, for the use of posterity ; but 
all that I know about it is, that I saw them when in tremnhi 
near Kilmarnock. They went by Logan Honse on their 
way heavenward, and Mr Logan, having a few day's before 
offended some of his neighbours about some parochial mat^ 
ters, he, on seeing a crowd i^roaching his house, imagining 
a mob had been raised against him, concealed himself in a 
plantation of firs, and sent a servant to meet the crowd, and 
learn what they wanted. The servant soon returned, and 
told his master that the people said they had come firom 
Irvine, and were going to heaven, and wanted nothing widi 
any one. This relieved the laird of his fears about a mob, 
and he remarked to his servant, that he was happy to find 
that JjOgan House stood on the road to that happy comitry, a 
thing he had never known before. 

In the month of June 1784, when on my way to Engfamd, 
I found that the party were lodging in a bam, at a tem- 
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house near Thomhill in the county of Dumfriee, and I had 
the curiosity to wait upon them, chiefly to see Mrs Buchan 
and Mr White, who were so much talked ahout at that time. 
As soon as I entered the bam, Mr White presented himself, 
with Mrs Buchan at his elbow, demanding what I wanted ? 
I had some difficulty to answer the question ; but said, that 
on passing so near them, I had taken the liberty to call and 
see people I had heard so much spoken about, and wanted 
nothing particular. Mr White seemed rather offended at my 
intrusion ; and Mrs Buchan said, rather smartly, if I had any 
thing to say, she was ready to answer me, and if I wanted 
nothing with any of them, I might go about my business, 
on which I retired. The men seemed to be all idle ; but 
some of the females were sewing their clothes, and others 
cooking. I noticed that there were several handsome, good- 
looking young women among them, but all of the lower 
orders. 

I happened to be all night in Penpont, in that neighbour- 
hood, a year or two after, when the landlord told me, that 
when the Buchanites were near Thornhill, the Rev. Mr 
Fairlie, a Cameronian minister, came to preach at Penpont, 
and lodged at his house, and that he talked much about them, 
and particularly about Mr White, and wished to call upon 
him, that he might be the means of reclaiming him from his 
errors. The landlord told Mr Fairlie, that it was needless to 
trouble himself about these people ; but he did go with Mr 
Fairlie to her residence. On calling for Mr White, Mrs 
Buchan appeared ; but, after much delay, the former came 
forth in a blustering way, and demanded what they wanted. 
Mr Fairlie told him that he had heard strange accounts 
about his principles and conduct, and leaving his congrega- 
tion and staying with Mrs Buchan and others, at a distance 
from their homes, and he added, '' I beg you would explain 
yourself." On which Mr White, in a voice more befitting 
the stage than the pulpit, roared out, ** I am the way, the 
troth, and the life ; none can come unto the Father, but by 
me." On hearing this, Mr Fairlie turned round his horse, 
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and said, *' Farewell, Mr White— farewell, air— fareweO,** 
the conversation between them ended. 

I do not remember any more anecdotes of these parties 
but yoa may assm^e Mr Train that what I have stated 
are facts. — I am, &c» 

William Arroir. 

NOTE 3. 

Excerpts of Buchanite correspojidence, written be/ore the 
proposed Fast of Forty Days, 

Elspath Buchan, to Janet Grant, shopkeeper in Irvine, 

Bfay 27, 1784. 

Mt dearly beloved in grace here, and in glory hereafter> 
I write you this to give my love to Mrs Gavin and sister 
Young. Let both of them know they must g^ve np all things 
in the world for Christ's kingdom, and that freely, for it is a 
free-will offering that is accepted by God, and they must not 
look back if they come here, [New Cample] ; so they better 
settle all their private business before they come away, that 
they may have nothing to trouble themselves with when here, 
but wait on the Lord without distraction. Our beloved 
shepherd, (Rev. Hugh White,) desires me particalarly to 
write to Thomas Neil, not to bring his wife with him here ; 
for he says she shall not be admitted into our society, it 
being enough to have the devil raging without ; were she to 
be admitted, we would have him within also. — Mrs Buehan^s 
private Letter-book, in the possession of the author. 

Peter Hunter, to James Gavin, joiner in Irvine, 

Nov. 85, 1784. 

Come off without waiting for any thing, as matters are 
ripening fast to a conclusion. The Spirit of God on earth, 
will not stay here on account of worldly business that may 
hinder you, be what it will ; and I am directed by the SfHrit 
of God dwelling with us in the flesh, to assure you^ that 8bf> 
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'Will not wish that any of you who has joined in the cause of 
Gocly should perish with the world ; so do not say the world 
will not let you come away, and let God work for you. But 
I tell you tiiat God cannot do any thing for you, for when- 
ever the saints are caught up from the earth, then all will be 
o^er. Haste ! haste ! for your life, I beseech you, and so 
does all iieaven, and all that love the name of God on earth. 
^ any of you do not come, do not let hinder the rest, though 
it were wife and husband parting with one another. Let 
^em come, even if they should creep on their hands and feet, 
to be here where the Lord dweUs in his temple. — Society's 
^'fUer-book, 



From the same to tJie same. 

New Cample, 29th December, 1785. 

Mt Dear Fbiend, 

The disciples who left all and followed Jesus were, no 
doubt, called fools by the world : this is the same as my com-> 
panions and myself. I assure you I was as dark as many per- 
sons who must haye remained in that state had I not seen and 
heard what I have done from that woman called Mrs Buchan, 
but who is no other than the woman prophesied of in the 12th 
dii^iter of the Revelation of St John. She is the greatest 
wond^ on earth, for she has the mind or spirit of God in 
her. 

Tou know that all the aspersions and malice of the devil 
and his angels could devise, both by words and write, have 
been thrown out and spread abroad against her who is the 
.precious temple wherein God dweUs for the last time on earth 
in its present state. But the mind of God is such a stranger 
<Hi earth, that when it really appears, it is not known or be- 
lievedy and this is the present case with my dearest friend in 
the Lord — the mysterious woman. 

' B^eve me that the only light of Gk)d now on earth is at 
present at this place, and nowhere else. 
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Sltpath Buehafi, to Jame$ Oamm. 

Febnuny 19> 1785. 
My dear friend in the Son of God, and in the Holy*^ 
Ghost that the Liord has sent amongst you. — My dear fnen d^^- 
this is a great salvation, notwithstanding the opposition that^" 

the devil and the world has made against us TliiiiniiB ■ 

Davidson, [their landlord at New Cample,] has shown ns i^3 
^eat deal of kindness, even over the belly of aU opposition -m 
.... But methinks Irvine and Eolmamock have becom^^ 
the seat of the Beast, and the Parliament CouncU-house ofcr 
Hell— MS. Letter-Book. 

NOTE 4. 

^' It may not be thought out of place here to mention som^ 
of the general morbid effects of fasting, more especially a^ 
the zeal of one set of well-intenUoned enthusiasts, is labour- 
ing to restore the fastings of the primitive church as an essen- 
tial duty. It must be remarked, that these effects naturally 
vary in different individuals, and in different conditions of the 
digestive organs ; but the following may be regarded as those 
which result from long fasting. The first are feelings of 
general debility, which are followed by fever, delirium, violent 
passion, alternating with the deepest despondency, the tem- 
perature of the body is lowered, the respiration becomes 
foetid, the secretion of the kidneys is acid and burning, the 
emaciation of the body is extreme, and, when the fasting has 
been so protracted as to terminate in death, the stomach has 
been found contracted. Fasting, it is true, has often been 
borne for a long time with impunity, in disease, e^>ecially in 
insanity, but in health it cannot be supported many days 
without risk to life. The strict observance of the Catholic 
fasts, has often been productive of dyspepsia; and other 
enthusiasts who have regarded fasting as a virtue, for in- 
stance, according to Pinel, the Brahmins, the Fakirs, and 
Anchorites of the Thebaid, equally suffered from this cause." 
— Thomson's Domestic Management of the Sick-room. Dr 
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lEUiotson, in his Human Phenology, with regard to hunger, 
in reply to the general opinion that attributes this sensation 
.'''to a sympathy of the stomach, with a general feeling of 
want in the system," remarks, that if hunger arose from 
fatigue of the stomach, it should be greatest after the labori- 
ous act of digestion, and gradually decrease ; but, on the con« 
trary, it increases. Were irritation the cause, hunger should 
be the greatest when the stomach is filled with food. On the 
whole, therefore, he considers that hunger " may be regard- 
ed as a sensation connected with the contracted state of the 
-stomach." On this branch of the subject, he relates the fol- 
lowing curious anecdote : — Hippocrates says, that those who 
abstain from food for seven days, die within that period ; and 
if they do not, and are even prevailed upon to eat and drink, 
still they perish. Sir William Hamilton, however, saw a 
girl, sixteen years of age, apparently not in bad health, who 
vraa extricated from the ruins of a house at Oppido, in which 
she had remained eleven days without food ; an infant in her 
arms had died on the fourth day, as the young are never so 
able to endure abstinence. A moderate supply of water 
lengthens the life astonishingly. Dr Willan was called to a 
young man who had voluntarily abstained from every thing 
but a little water, just flavoured with orange juice, for sixty 
days; death ensued a fortnight afterwards. Redi cruelly 
found, that of a number of starved fowls deprived of water 
none lived beyond the ninth day, whereas one indulged with 
water, lives upwards of twenty. If the water is not swallow- 
ed, but imbibed by the surface or lungs, it may also prolong 
^fe. Foderie mentions some workmen who were extricated 
alive, at the end of fourteen days, from a cold damp cavern 
in which they had been buried under a ruin. In abstinence, 
equally great imbecility of mind takes place, as of body ; ex- 
treme emaciation and oedema of the legs, present a frightful 
spectacle. 
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NOTE 6. 

Papers connected mth the imprisonment of Mrs Buehan and 
Mr White in the Jail of Dumfries, 

WolvUtoD, County of Dorbam, Sd Not. 1840. 
Dear Sib, 

The money lodged by my father with the sheriff-clerk in 
Dmnfries, or some person of the name of Short, as appean 
by the docmnents which yon will find here enclosed, for th€ 
liberation of Mrs Buehan and Mr White from the jail oi 
Dumfries, amounted to the sum of one hundred and serei 
pounds sterling^. My father went over to Closelram about 
the time it should have been settled, when there was a clain 
made by Thomas Davidson, farmer, with whom my sisten 
and I remained during the after part of the fast, for the son 
of L.9, which my father paid, that being reasonable. Bui 
there was a further charge of between L.60 and L.70 mad< 
by Mrs Buehan and Mr White, for the whole family board- 
ing and lodging with them during the time we were at Nev 
Cample. This, with some expenses, nearly covered tiu 
whole sum of L.107. This sum my father refused to pay, it 
being quite unreasonable, beyond every thing that could b< 
supposed. Nothing seemed to satisfy them, but the depriving 
him of every farthing he possessed. On his refusing to pa^ 
the demand, the money was arrested in the hands of Mi 
Short, till the business would be settled in the due course oi 
law. 

My father then engaged a Mr William Stewart, factor U 

Sir Monteith of Closebum Castle, as his agent to ad 

for him, and receive the money as soon as the business coulc 
be wound up ; and with him he left the bond, and such othei 
documents as he thought necessary. But it lay over till th< 
year 1791, as you will see by the accompanying documents 
when White agreed to receive L.15 in payment of the whol< 
sum, to which my father agreed, and frequently wrote to Mi 
Stewart afterwards respecting the remaining money^ bo 
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co!il.d never get a satisfactory answer from him ; and so the 
busax^^gg stands at present— &c. &c. 

(Signed) Thomas Bradley. 

To Joseph Train, Esq., 
I'^^^^li Vale Cottage, Castle-Douglas. 

Papers referred to in the preceding Letter, 

Decreet Precept of Poinding, 
Jane Grant, alias Muir, and George Hill, (two of the 
Bachanites,) against Thomas Bradley, 1787. David Arm- 
strong, Esq. of Eirkleton, Advocate, Sheriff-depute of Dmn- 
Mes-shire, and John Welsh, Esq. of Milton, his substitute. 

Whereas, upon the first day of February last, Thomas 
Bradley of Stanton, in the county of Durham, thereafter at 
New Camphill, in the parish of Closebum, was deemed and 
. ordained by said sheriff-substitute, sitting in judgment for the 
time, for the cause therein more fully specified, to make pay- 
ment to Janet Grant, alias Muir, at New Camphill in the 
parish of Closeburn, and George Hill there, for themselves 
and in name and on behalf of the society at New Camphill, 
commonly called and known by the name of Buchanites, of 
the sum of fifty-three pounds sixteen shillings, as the balance 
of a particular account contracted by him with them, libelled 
upon and proceeded against in due form, and the annual rent 
of said sum since the 17th day of November last, and in time 
coming during the non-payment, which sum commences on 
the 15th July 1789, and ends on the 17th day of November 
last (1786.) And further, the said Thomas Bradley was 
decerned by decreet aforesaid, to make payment to the said 
Janet Grant and George Hill of the sum of ten pounds as the 
expenses of the said process, together with the fees of ex- 
tracting said decreet by the clerk of court. 

Given at Dumfries, this eighth day of March, seventeen 
hundred and eighty-seven years. 

Extracted hy Ben, BeU, Depute, 

By virtue of the preceding decreet, an arrestment was 
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placed in the hands of Mr Short, writer In DmnfrieSy on 
March 1787, by Robert NeUson, sheriff-officer, for 
amount therein specified. 



Letters from tJie Rev. Hugh White to ThMnas BrtuBey, 
Foggy Tower, near Seaton, County of Durham. 

(No. 1.) 

Auchengibbert, Parish of Urr, Klrkci|dbrightshire, 
30th March 1789. 

Dear Thomas, 

In the latter end of last harrest, I wrote to you con— 
ceming a useful recovery of that money in Mr Short's 
As the letter was so reasonable, and yet no answer from 
coming to hand, I am ready to conclude it has nerer arriT< 
into your hands. Consequently, near to the same tenor, not — 
withstanding the decreet obtained by Janet Grant and George 
Hill for the detention of jS52 in the hands of Mr Short <pf 
said money, I, as your trusty friend, have persuaded them 
both to renounce and g^ve up their claims, provided yon are 
so reasonable and wise for your own interest, as to make me 
the small allowance of jS20, which is jS5 less than I thought 
I ever would have accepted of. Well, do you know, that 
John Gibson had been long since in possession of JBS5, and 
Christian Clement in possession of jS20 more of that money, 
if my activity at law had not defeated them both. In a word, 
it was owing to my activity that any of that money can be 
drawn by either you or me ; if, then, I have saved the whole, 
the small sum of ^£20 to stand against the remaining plea,isa 
reasonable charge. I know this, that never a friend in Soot- 
land, nor in England neither, has yet set before you a plan, 
by which you can recover so much of that money, as you can 
by this plan of agreeing with me. Ton see, without me the 
plea cannot be decided, and without decision, the money 
remains fast in the hands of one who thanks you not for it. 

If you agree to this reasonable plan, write to me speedily, 
and order Mr Stewart to see it executed. The interest of 
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your money in a few years, will amount to all that I am ask- 
ing—Why not consider these things ? — &c. &;c. 

(Signed) Hugh White. 

Frwn the same to the same. 

(No. 2.) 

Auchengibbert, 25th March 179 1 . 
1>eabSib, 

In friendship I would let you know, that the greedy 

Uivyers in Dumfries never mean to part with that money 

lodged in the hands of Mr Short, if possibly they can keep it. 

Hr Short, indeed, has had it so long, that he now thinks it is 

his own ; and, let me tell you, that I would rather see it in 

your hands than in his. Though you stand not in need of it 

yourself, why might not your children or poor friends have 

the use of it ? and, according to law, there is no way that it 

can be ended, but by me discharging all claims upon said 

money, as I told you formerly. Now, in friendship and ^- 

oerity, let me tell you again, that, though the plea with 

M'Cracken be still undecided, and none can tell how much it 

win cost to end it, yet, if you write expressly to Mr Stewart 

of dosebnm Castle to give me an order for ^15, 1 shall take 

my yenture of the above-mentioned unfinished plea. If you 

write inmiediately the above order to Mr Stewart, I shall 

discharge all claims, and join with Mr Stewart to compel the 

g^reedy lawyers of Dumfries to let go all the impediments 

upon which they detain the money, so that, in a few weeks 

yon may have it in your own hands, or it may be in the 

possession of your children. All that I seek against the plea, 

is not equal to the interest of the money since it has been in 

the hands of Mr Short. 

In friendship the above is written, and if you believe it 

not, you win afterwards find it to be true. 

(Signed) Hugh White. 

P.S. — Had you taken my former advice, the money would 

have been in your hands long since. 

H, W. 
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The foUomng document, shows that Mr BradUy accepted 
tJie offer made in the preceding letter: — 

We, the i^ithin designed Janet Grant and George ffiU^ 
now in Auchengibbert, with consent of the Rev. Hugh WMte 
there, in respect it is agreed, that upon payment of XIB, to 
be made to us by William Stewart, Esq., factor on the estate 
of Closebum, or by Francis Short, writer in Dumfries, on 
the part of the within mentioned Thomas Bradley^ now in 
Foggytower, in the county of Durham, which sum, when 
paid, to be in full of all demands thereon. This we subscribe 
at Auchengibbcrt this 19th day of April 1791, before 

Duncan Robertson, > ^^^^"^ Gbaht. 

Joseph Innes, J Witnesses, George Hill. 

Hugh White. 

Dumfries, SOth April 1791. 

Received from William Stewart, Esq., a draft upon Frands 
Short, writer in Dumfries, for the above fifteen pounds, and, 
as one of the society, being empowered by the persons with- 
in named, do hereby grant a discharge to the said Thomas 
Bradley, and all concerned for ever. I have subscribed 
these presents before Thomas Cottard and David Newall^ 
writers in Dumfries. 

(Signed) Hugh White. 

Opinion of Andrew Innes as to the arrestment of Mr Brad-^ 
ley^s money, deposited for the liberation of Mrs Buehan 
and Hugh White from the jail at Dumfries, 

Dear Sir, 

The information I received by your last visit, was 
what I long looked for — I mean the recovery of the money 
lodged vnth the town-clerk in Dumfries for the liberation of 
Friend Mother and Mr White from the jail of Dumfries, on 
account of the claim made against them by John Gibson and 
James Stewart, amounting to ^85. I hare since been sur- 
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prised at receiving Mr White's two letters from you by post 
— they are both in his own handwriting. They let you see 
hiB treacherous dealings with Mr Bradley ; they are no more 
than I expected. By using fair promises and falsehood, he 
expected to make Thomas believe he was his friend, because 
he wanted the power to do otherwise ; he pretended to use 
all his skill to restore to Thomas the money deposited by him 
for the benefit of his family, when the reverse was the case ; 
he boasts of preventing Janet Grant and George Hill get- 
ting that £52, that I believe never had any existence. Chrb« 
tian Clements' were settled long before Thomas Bradley left 
England ; but I have no doubt of his using his skill to pre- 
vent John Gibson getting the ^85 claimed by him and John 
Stewart, but they were all out of the way then, and had no- 
thing to do with the money deposited by Thomas Bradley to 
liberate him from prison, to meddle with which was both 
ungrateful, ui^just, and unchristian. The more information 
I receive respecting this afiPair, it has the worse appearance in 
my eyes. 

(Signed) Andbew Innes. 

NOTE 6. 
Parallel between Ltickie Buchan and Mother Lee. 

The blasphemoiis pretensions, heresies, and circumstances 
in the life of Mrs Buchan, bear a more striking resemblance 
to those of Ann Lee, than to the fantasies of Joanna South- 
cote, ^ the theological system of Madame Bourignon, or the 
tenets of any other female impostor with whose history I am 
acquainted. > 

Ann Lee was bom at Manchester, in the year 1735. She 
was the daughter of a blacksmith, and was quite illiterate.' 

Elspath Simpson was born near Banff, in the year 1738. 

1 Back's Theological Dictionary. 
9 Edinburgh Christian Instructor, for March 1833. 
S Appendix to the Trial of the Rev. Edward Irving before the pres- 
bytery of Annan, p. 102. 
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She was the daughter of an alehoue-keepery and receiTed 
ahnost no education. ^ 

In the year 1774> Ann Lee waa enlightened by a special 
revelation of sigiis, visions, and extraordiDary manifestations.' 

In the year 1774, also, Elqmth Simpson was enabled^ aa it 
was affirmed, by the power of God, to Uve for some weeloi 
without food, when aU things became new to her except the 
mortal flesh and blood.* 

In the year 1780, Mother Lee, as she was now called, went 
with a few devotees to America, and became the founder of 
a sect of fanatics at New Lebanon, still known by the name 
of '' Shakers."* 

In the year 1783, Luckie Buchan, as she was then caDed, 
arrived at Irvine, in Ayrshire, and became the fomder of a 
knot of visionaries, since called Buchanites. 

Mother Lee gave herself out as an incarnation of Christ in 
the female form. Hence the image and likeness of the Eter- 
nal Mother was formed in her, as the first-bom dangfator, as 
truly as the image and likeness of the Eternal Father was 
formed in the Lord Jesus, the first-bom son.' 

Luckie Buchan gave herself out to be the Spirit of God, 
or third person in the Godhead. Christ, she called her elder 
brother, as being the second person in the Godhead. One 

1 Mrs Buchan'g Letter to the Rev. Francift Okley of Northamptcm. 
— Buchanite Letter-book, p. 87. 

3 Erans' Sketch of the Denominations of the Christian World. 
London edition, 1808, p. 209. 

3 Letter to the Rev. Francis Okley of Northampton. — ^Letter-book, 
p. 88. 

* At the date of the American publication from which the particu- 
lars respecting Ann Lee are taken, the sect called Shakers, founded by 
her, could boast of sixteen stations in various parts of the United 
States of America, amounting to 4000 souls. — Appendix to the Trial of 
Edward Irving. According to a more recent work, this seet have six 
regular societies in New England, six in the state of New York, and 
Ave in Ohio, Kentucky, and Indiana, amounting to 5000 souls. — Stew- 
art's America. 

i Trial of Edward Irving, p. 106 ; Buck's Theological Dictionary, 
see " Shakers." 
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of her daxighten, ahe said, was an incarnation of Christ, the 
other of the Holy Ghost ^ 

Mother Lee gave herself out to be the mother of all the 
deet, and the woman mentioned in the 12th chapter of the 
ReYelation of St John.' 

Loolde Buchan declared herself to be the mysterious 
womaii mffintioned in the 12th chapter of the Revelation, in 
whom the light of Grod was restored to the earth.' 

Mother Lee declared that the second coming of Christ and 
day of redonption was nigh, even at the very door ; and 
the meetings of her followers resounded with cries to God for 
Uakhigdom to come.^ 

Luckie Buchan was to meet the Lord in the clouds, at his 
aeoond coming, with her followers, and to take them thence 
to heaven without tasting death.' 

The countenance of Mother Lee shone with glory when 
under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost.* 

Mother Buchan was the light of God, and her countenance 
ahone so bright, at the great agitation, as to dazzle the eyes 
of all beholders.^ 

Mother Lee professed the power of communicating the 
Holy Spirit by laying on of hands.'' 

Mother Buchan professed the power of communicating the 



1 DlTlne Dictionary, pp. 3, 4. '* It appears, by autograph letters uf 
this woman, (!.«. Mrs Buchan,) and from the correspondence of some 
ot har ibllowera, which we hare seen, that by herself and by them she 
was (MHiaidered as being the Spirit of God dwelling in the ilesh ; as 
being, in abort, the incarnation of the Holy Spirit." — Statistical Ac- 
count of Scotland : Irvine, Ayrshire, edition 1842. 

> Trial of Edward Irving, p. 103 ; Evans' Sketch of the Dcnomina- 
tlona of the Christian World, p. 209 ; Buck's Theological Dictionary, 
Tide <* Shakers.** 

S DlTine Dictionary. * Ibid. 

' Trial of Edward Irving. 

* Divliie Dictionary. Her proper cognomen was Friend Motlier in 
the Lord. 

7 Divine Dictionary, p. 31. 

8 Trial of Edward Irving, p. 104. 
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Holy Spirit by breathiDe on the person selected for that pur- 
pose.^ " 

Mother Lee's followers vented their enthnaiasm in junking 
and taming round for an hour or two at a tiipe ; this yio- 
lent exertion of the body bring^ing on shaking, from wfaicb 
they derived their name.' 

Mother Buehan*s followers vented their enthusiasm by 
singing rhymes of their own composition.' 

When Mother Lee breathed her hist, elder John Hockwell 
saw her mount a golden chariot, drawn by four milk-wfait» 
steeds, which flew away with the speed of lightning.* 

And when Mother Buchan had been dead six days, Mr 
White saw her carried away by an angeL 

NOTE 7. 
{Copy) 

Extract of Deed of Settlement by Andrew Innes and SpwKt 
in favour of Duncan Robertson and others, and , 

Dated j^ January 1819. Stamp, lOs, 4d. 

Regt. 1 1828. Copies, \2s. Ud 

At Kirkcudbright, the first day of January 1828, Sir 
Alexander Gordon, Knight, sheriff-depute, and William Ire- 

1 Divine Dictionary, page 30. " She profeBsed to have the power of 
conferring the Holy Spirit ; and those to whom this was imptrtadf 
were not only held to be securely fixed in a state of grace, beyoodtltf 
possibility of declension or of falling away, but they were even dem*' 
incapable of committing any iniquity. The overt act, implying crimi- 
nality in others, could not be committed by them; for it was one of 
their dog^mas, that the seat of corruption, after regeneraticm, is wM 
in Scripture is termed ^ flesh," which is explained as distinct botb 
from ^ body" and " soul." — Cliristian Journal, vol. v. p. 300. 

3 See the Due de Rouchfoucault's Travels through Amcriea, Toll't 
and New York Theological Biagazine, for November and Deetob*' 
1795. 

» Divine Dictionary, pp. 114-117. 

* Trial of Edward Irvhig, p. 106. 
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Land of Barley, sheriff-sabstitiite of the stewartry of Kirkcnd- 
bright, officiatmg sheriff-substitute, compeared David Mor- 
rison, writer in Kirkcudbright, as procurator for the granters 
of the said deed of settlement, and craved that the same might 
be registered in the Stewart books according to law, the 
words being as follows : — 

We, Andrew Innes, and Katherine Gardner, his spouse, 
residing at Newhouse of Crocketford, in the stewartry of 
Kirkcudbright, with the advice and consent of each other, for 
the favour and esteem we have for the following persons, 
have resolved to settle and dispose of our estate to them as 
underwritten. Therefore, we do by these presents give and 
grant to Margaret Innes, Duncan Robertson, Christian 
Robertson and Janet Robertson, his sisters, and Jane Watt^ 
residing in Crocketford aforesaid, and to Ann Buchan, alias 
Ck>ldie, residing in Maxwellton, in the parish of Troqueer, 
for their joint liferent use and advantage in the event of their 
surviving us, and to the survivor or longest liver, and to his 
or her heirs for ever, all and whole of our land at Crocket- 
ford, in the parish of Kirkpatrick-Durham, disposed to me, 
^e said Andrew Innes, by the said William Ireland, Esq., 
sheriff-substitute, conform to disposition dated the fourth day 
^f July 1812, which land is situated between the toU-road 
leading through Crocketford to New Galloway and the 
't^arch of Meiklelarg, being bounded by the toll-road on the 
^uth and north, and to George Kidd, and the other feuars 
^fore named, conform to minutes or missives thereanent, 
*^bich land here disposed of extends to one acre, one rood, 
^d sixteen falls or thereby, in liferent only, together with 
^^ whole parts and pendicles pertaining thereto.* As also 

* Immediately following the above words there are the following 
Words on the margin of the original deed, in the handwriting ot An- 
^ew Innes. **It never was intended (by Andrew Innes) that the 
P^ik whereof he has the rights in his own name, was to be indaded 
^ this deed of settlement beyond the lifetime of the last survivor, so 
^^t all privileges granted to the heirs of the last survivor respecting 
It are void and of none effect. Subscribed (and signed) by Andrew 
^^es, Jan. 19, 1826." 

B 
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all and sundry other lands and goods, of whatever denomina- 
tiDn, which belongs to us, or may belong to us at the time of 
our deaths respectively, together ^ith all contracts, bonds, 
bills, &c. ; but declaring always, that by acceptation thereof^ 
the persons aforesaid, or the survivors of them, shall be 
bound out of the first and readiest of the estate and 
effects hereby conveyed, to pay all our just and lawful debts, 
sick-bed and funeral charges. The aforesaid persons shall 
be entitled to enter upon said liferent upon the death of me 
the said Andrew Innes, and shall eigoy the same with me, the 
said Katherine Gardner ; and, in consideration of these pre- 
sents, and from similar motives, we the aforesaid persons^ 
have unanimously agreed to leave to the said Andrew Innes 
a proportional interest in means, goods, and estate of whidi 
we may be possessed at the time of our respective deatha^ 
and do severally give, grant, and assign in favour of the said 
Andrew Innes and Katherine Gardner, all and sundry goodsy 
gear, debts, and sums of money of which we may be posseas* 
vd at the time of our deaths respectively, but reserving full 
power and liberty for each of us to alter and revoke these 
presents, in whole or in part, with the concurrence and 
knowledge of each other or a migority of us, at any time we 
may think proper; and we, the said Andrew Innea and 
Katherine Gardner, reserve to ourselves, or the survivor of 
iLs, the use of these premises and effects during our lifetinie 
n>8pectively. And further, to the end that the said intererti 
may be secured to the said persons respectively, and the said 
Andrew Innes, hereby require you my baiUies to go to the 
said lands, and there g^ve and deliver real and corporeal pos- 
session of all and whole the lands aforesaid, lying as before 
described, to the persons aforesaid. 

In witness whereof these presents, wrote upon this and 
three preceding pages on stamped paper, by Benjamin 
Blake, clerk to John Sanders, writer in Dumfries, and sub- 
scribed by Andrew Innes, Katherine (xardner, Duncan. 
Robertson, Margaret Innes, Jean Watt, and George T^i^^^,^ 
at Crocketford, the third day of January 1820 years, in pre 
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nee of Robert Smith and John Smith, both shopkeepers at 
rocketford, and the said John Sanders, and by the said Ann 
ucban or Goldie, at Dmnfries, the fourth day of January in 
16 year aforesaid, before these witnesses, the said John 
anders and Benjamin Blake. 

Extracted by David Melville. 

[Note at the foot of this deed in the handwriting of Andrew 

Junes.) 

After having deliberately considered this deed of settle- 
lent, and taken the advice of several men experienced in the 
iw, who have all advised me to disannul this deed altogether 
a. and during my own lifetime, because its preservation 
ould only be the means of dispute and contention ; and as 
he retention of the land was the unanimous wish of all con- 
«med, except Ann Buchan, who never contributed one 
tenny to procure any part of the property, but hath already 
•eceived, in money and otherwise, more than the share of any 
)ther person would have amounted to had the property been 
squally divided at the time, a statement of which I have 
made out on another paper, to satisfy any impartial judge that 
I am well entitled to put an end to the above deed, and I 
hereby declare it null and void, and of none effect in all its 
parts. I have written the above with my own hand, for the 
satisfaction of all whom it may concern, upon this tenth day 
of August, in the year eighteen hundred and thirty-two years, 

and subscribed before these witnesses. 

MiHOABET INNES, a party. ^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ 

Cathbin Gabdner 8 mark, + [•,,, ^ ^.^ 

. , , - , • \ Wm. Charters, Witness. 
a party m the deed also. J 



THE END. 
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17M 1b Oermany ; Internal Transactions 
and Naval Campaign of Great Britain in 
17V7; Campaign of 1797; Fall of Venire; 
Internal Government of France from the 
Establishment of the Directory to the Ke- 
TolatloB of the 18th Fmctidor; Expedi- 
tion to Egypt: The Peace of Campo For- 



mio: Renewal of the War; Civil Histonr 
of France from th<« Kevolution of the :i8tk 
Fmctidor to thu Seixure of supreme Power 
by Napoleon. 

VOLUME IV. 
The Renewal of the War to the Battle of 
Trebbia; Campaign of 1799. Part II.— 
The Accession of napoleon to the Opening 
of the Campaign of Marengo ; Marengo ; 
From iu Opening to the Armistice of 
Alexandria: Campaign of Hohenlinden; 
Peace of Luneville to the Dissolution of tlie 
Northern Maritime Confederacy ; Expedi- 
tion to Egypt ; Conclusion of the War ; 
Reconstruction of Society in France by 
Napoleon ; Napoleon's Assumption of the 
Imperial Throne. 

VOLUME V. 
Peace of Amiens to the Renewal of the 
War ; Renewal of Hostilities ; The Open- 
ing of the Spanish War ; Opening ot the 
Spanish War to the Battle oC Trafalgar ; 
Campaign of Austerlits ; Tlie British Fi- 
nances, and Pitt's System of Financial 
Policy ; Peace of Presburg ; Renewal of 
the Continental War ; Campaign of Jena ; 
Fall of Prussia. 

VOLUME VL 
Campaign of Eylau ; Domestic and Fo- 
reign Measures of Fox's Administration ; 



[ Continued, 
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AUtON't HItTOIIY OP EUROPE_Cbn/tn««l. 

CMspiUfrB of FrltdUnd and Tikiti Con. War in Spain, 1810 and 1811 ; C^ 

tlaantal 8f ■ttn and Inparial OoTMiiin«nt WeUington in 1811, on the Pot 
of Napoleon; The Peac* of Tiltit to th«^ yrontier; Fint Invaaion of Spain I 
Opaninf ofthe Spanish War; Proxinatoo linfton ; SlMtcb of the Tnriilah 1 
Caoaet uf the Peninsular War; Campaign Aoeeaaion of Bemadotto to the I 
of 1808 in Spain and PortntaL Throne ; and the Caoaea of the 

VOLUMB VII. JRL'2 ^,LJA"^w**' ^"P** 

_,.._ i>j> _i >vj Hoeeow ; Retreat from M oeeow. 

British Vomire in India prior to Lord _^_ „„_ -V^ 

X?^ Polish cSr^i'gSS^wS^^^^ Libi'rLi^'ys^*!!^""^ "^ «* 

Waliheren Expedition ; Peace of Vienna, ''»»»••*»«<« of •P^"' ^„ ^ 
d(«. ; Maritime War, and Campaiirn of 1808 _ ._ J"^"*"? ^- 

In Portnfal and Spain ; Campaign of Tor- ..*""*P* 1? ,^"*f •»**"•' 'nrnw 

rea TedrM, and tw 1810. StruggU of If apoieon in France ; 

vnTiTMc viif Napoleon J Amerlea; The Nentra 

VOLUMB VIII. uon j and War with that Power 

Dotneatie History of Great Britain from greM of Vienna and Himdrad Dayi 

1808 to IBIS; Proocedings of the Cortes; eluding Refleotiona. 

OVXHZOH8 or TBB FRB88. 

** Alison's History of Europe, and the States connected with it, is 
the most importjyit works which literature has produced. Teart 
elapsed since any historical work has created such an epoch as t 
Alison; his sources of information and authorities are of the richc 
most comprehensire description. Though his opinions are on thi 
serrative side, he allows erery party to speak for itself, and unfold 
a master's hand how few institutions make nations great, and raighl 
prosperous. In common with the whole civilized world, he does h 
to the blessed Scriptures and an enlightened religion. Such a wo: 
such a man belong to no party or country ; they are the patrimony 
the friends of mankind in every part of the world, for they conten 
for the clearest interests of the human race." — Preface to the 
TramUUion of D. Ltuttoig Meyer ^ published by Otto Wigand. Leipsie 

** The work ot Alison is indispensable to all who are forming colic 
on the History of Europe during the Revolution. It is the complel 
them all."— Pr«/aee to the French Tran8lati<m ofM. PaquU. 

*< After a ftiU examination, we do not hesitate to say that this is th< 
complete and honest history of the French Revolution which has 
appeared, either in England or France. Certainly, no work by a I 
pen deserves to be compared with it; and we think erery readi 
accord it the preference, in point of fulness and impartiality, ov 
early narratives of the French Royalists, Bertrand de MolIeviUe, ! 
telle, and others, and the more recent and popular works of Mign 
Thiers."— i^ortA American Review. 

** A raluable addition to European literature : it is evidently coi 
with the utmost care, and its narration, so far as we can judge, is no 
verted by the slightest paxtiaiity."— Edinburgh "kevieto. 

** We congratulate the country on the possession of one of the n 
offerings which our age has laid upon the altar of historic literatu 
Blackwood $ Magazine. 

** To give an idea of Mr Alison's qualifications, it may be briefly o1 
ed, that he combines the minutest attention to detail, the utmost ca 
ness in authenticating fSscts, with the greatest facility i^ dedudng priii 
and laying them before the reader." — Timti. 
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The Works of Mrs Hemans : 

A Complete and Unifonn Edition, with a Memoir by her Sister. 
In Seven Vols, foolscap 8vo, price XI, 15s., neatly bound in cloth, 
with Portraits and Vignettes ; or £3, Ss. in morocco. 

Each Volume may be had ae a eeparate and complete Book, 

price 6s., viz, : — 

I. MEMOIB OF MBS HEMANS, BT HER SISTER. 
n. TALES AND HISTORIC SCENES, &c. 
in. THE SIEGE OF VALENCIA, THE SCEPTIC, &c. 
rV. THE FOREST SANCTUARY, DE CHATILLON, &c. 
V. RECORDS OF WOMAN, VESPERS OF PALERMO, &c. 
VI. SONGS OF THE AFFECTIONS, NATIONAL LYRICS, &c. 
Vn. SONGS AND LYRICS, SCENES AND HYMNS OF LIFE. 



The Course of Time. 

A Poem, in Ten Books. By ROBERT PQLLOK, M.A. A New 
Edition, (being the Eighteenth,) with Portrait, Engraved by 
Bobinson. In Small 8vo, 7b. 6d., neatly bound in cloth. 



The Poems and Ballads of Schiller, 

Translated by Sir EDWARD BULWBR LYTTON, Bart., with a 
BBiEF Sketch of Schiller's Life. In Two Vols, crown 8to, 
price One Guinea. 

*' The translations are executed with consnmmate ability. The 
technical difficulties attending a task so great and intricate have 
been mastered or eluded with a power and patience quite extraordi- 
nary ; and the public is put in possession of perhaps the l>est transla- 
tion of a foreign poet which exists in our language. Indeed we )mow 
of none so complete and so faithful."— If omtnp Chronicle. 

** The worlc of one poet who has perfectly seized the meaning of 
another poet." — Timei. 

** A translation of SchiUer wliich not only &r surpasses all existing 
attempts in our language, but which Anely reflects the spirit of the 
original, in its poetic fire and strength of expression." — Britannia. 

** No richer gift could be made to any language than a fiur and 
worthy version of such masterpieces of the German tongue. It is 
the taslc undertalcen in the work before us, and we think with a rare 
success." — Etaminer, 
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Professor Wilson's Poems. 

In two Tolnmei poit 8to, 21f. 



I 



BY THE SAME AUTHOR, 

InfooUcap 9f>Ot price 2$. 6d. each, iewed; Z». neatly Icvmd in eiot 
3i. 6d. handiomelp bound in dothf gilt edges, 

NEW EDITIONS OP 

Lights and Shadows of Scottish Life. 

** Whikt child will not hang over the Tales of the Covenai 
Lighta and Shadows of Scottish Life ? . . . We have alrei 
a word or two on this delightful volume — ^the work of one 
most amiable of contemporary minds— a genius which shin 
equal felicity in the tender and humorous." — Quarterljf Revi 

The Trials of Margaret Lyndsay. 
The Foresters. 

— — 

The Recreations of Christopher North. 

In Three Yolf. poit 8to, price £l. 111. 6d. 

ComrsiiTs : — Yolumc L Christopher in his Sporting Jac 
Tale of Expiation — Morning Monologue — ^The Field of I 
— Cottages — An Hour's talk about Poetry — Inch Cmin- 
at Windermere. 

YoLUMK IL The Moors — ^Highland Snow. Storm — The Hoi 
— Our Parish — ^May-Day — Sacred Poetry. 

YoLUMR III. Christopher In his Aviary — Dr Kitchiner — S< 
on the Seasons — A Few Words on Thomson — The Si 
Bicker of Pedmont — Christmas Dreams — Our Winter Q 
— Stroll to Grassmere — L'Envoy. 

**Delightfiil volumes— full of fun and ferrour, power and 
^-of deep feeling and light-hearted gaiety— of impassioned la 
rolling along in the strength and majesty of genuine eloq 
and of fiuniliar gossip, tripping it lightly over the merrier pi 
Scotsman, 



WILLIAM BLACKWOOD AND SONS. 



Domestic Verses. By Delta. 



hk One y«t foolscap Svo, price 5f., boand in cloth. 

** Tbe poems refer chiefly to the deaths of three beloved children, 
&c. &e. The sad and solemn beauty of several of them, indeed, 
•peaks ¥vith even painful force to the heart ; the very form of verse 
adopted in some, as for example in the case of the < Ode to Cssa 
Wappy,' is so mournfUlly attuned, that the production cannot be 
read without tears. This little work, altogether, will be felt as a rich 
boon and treat to the feeUng heart."— iSooteman. 



The Legend of Genevieve, 



WITH OTHER Tales AND P0EII8. Bj DELTA. Post 8vo^ 
price 9s. 



The Scots Musical Museum, 



Consisting of upwards of Six Hundred Songs with Proper Bassea 
for tbe PiancTorte. (Originally pubUshod by James Jobnaon.) 
A New Edition, accompanied with copioua Notes and Illastrationa 
of the Lyric Poetry and Music of Scotland, by the late WILLIAM 
STENHOUSE, C. KIRKPATRIGK SHARPE, and DAVID LAING, 
Esqs. In Six Vols. 8vo, price £2, 128. 6d., bound in cloth, with 
fsc-simile of a curious Letter from Robert Bums to the Original 
Publisher^ 



Legends, Lyrics, and Other Poems. 

By B. SIMMONS. In foolscap Svo, price 78. 6d., cloth. 

** To the lovers of short, graceftil, and pleasing effusions — such as 
please the fkncy, excite the imagination, and at the same time are 
not without a good effect on the heart and understanding, we re- 
commend this volume with confidence." — Liverpool AU>ion. 



f 



The Jacobite Relics of Scotland. 

Being the Songs, Airs, and Legends of the Adherents 
OF the House of Stewart, Collected and Illustrated by 
JAMES H06Q. Second Series, Svo, Us. 
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Chapters on Churchyards. 

By Un 80T7THBT, (Caroline Bowleg.) A New Edi 
plete In One Yolome small 8to, price 7s. 6d., neatly 
elotb. 



By the same Aathor, 

Solitary Hours. 

In foolscap 8to. A New Edition. Price 58. 

** Those sweet poems in the little Tolnme of Solitary M 
for truth and depth of feeling, and for tenderness and 
thought, are among the most beautiM that have been p; 
this generation.*'— Quoflerly Retnew. 



By the same Anthor, 

The Burthday and Other Poems. 

In foolscap 8to, price 7s. 

** We do not remember any recent author whose poetr 
mizedly native ; and this English complexion constitutes 
characteristic charms. No purer models of our genuine h* 
and language could be placed in a young foreigner's hand 
Southej^s Works. Moreover her versification, especially 
later volumes, is not only generally correct, but, in severe 
of very great beauty and perfection. In her latest p 
Birthday,* she has attained to a still higher excellence c 
Quarterly Review, 



L 



Poems by the Lady Flora Hastings. 

With a Portrait by K. M'LEAT, R.S.A, Engraved i 
Horsburgh. Second Edition, beautiftilly printed in fo< 
price 7s. 6d. A few copies remain of the Large Editi 
with Proof Impressions of the Portrait, may be had at 

** All lovers of that purer poetry which catches half its 
heaven, will seek for records of its pious beauty upon 
pages of this graceful book. We have but glanced at 
and gathered only snatches of the beauties which we ar 
to meet on deeper and closer perusal, and of which our rt 
receive their share." — Morning Post. 
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The Conquest of Seinde. 

A CoMMEliTART. By Lient..Colonel ODTRAM, C.B., Resident at 
Battanb. Part I. General Sir Wm. Napier's Negotiations with 
the Ameen, In 8to, price lOs. (Part II. in the press.) 



Peninsular Scenes and Sketches. 

By the Author of ** The Student of Salamanea." In foolscap 8TO9 
price 3s. cloth. 

** A singularly stirring Tolume, AiIl of interest and adventure, more 
thrilling than the boldest fictions of ronuuice." — Olaegow Citizen, 

** Dramatic and original in incident, picturesque and characteristic 
in description, this little book bears a stamp giving it a charm 
beyond that of a mere imaginary narrative." — John Bull. 

** We hardly know where we could lay hands on a more entertain- 
ing or interesting little hook"— Literary Gazette. 

''Surpasses, in the extraordinary character of the adventures 
detailed, any thing of the same class we have read." — Ayr Advertiter. 



Men and Manners in America. 

By the Author of ** Cyril Thornton." A New Edition, with a 

Portrait of the Author, and Letters written by him during his 

Journey through the United States. In One Vol. foolscap 8vo, 

price 7s. 6d. 

** Though many excellent volumes have since been published, not 
one has superseded it as a standard and safe authority. Other tra- 
Tellers have confirmed its accuracy, without adding much to its 
information. • • • But this edition has another advantage. It is 
enriched with the private letters he wrote to his friends from 
America, in which his first impressions are recorded without con- 
cealment."— Britannia. 



On the Speculative Difficulties of Professing 

CHRISTIANS. By a Clergyman of the Established Church of 
Scotland. In foolscap 8vo, price Is. 6d. 

In this work Infidelity is considered in its relations to professed 
belierers in Christianity; and, together with the principles of 
■olution for specific diflSculties, an endeavour is made to point 
ont, in a popular form, the general means of relief from Scep- 
ticism, 

'* An important little work which in a great degree opens up new 
ground in theology." — Britannia. 

** Thoughtftil, ingenious, and suggestive." — Atlas. 

** Will prove eminently satis&ctory to the thoughtftil reader." — 
ScoUiMh Herald. 
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The Late Secession from the Established 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. By the BeT. JAMES MACFABLANB, 
A.lf.y Duddingston. In post Sro, price 5s. in cloth. 

" A clear, continnous outline at the entire moTement." — CfUsgova 
CUizem. 



Sketches from Scripture History. 

By the late WILLIAM SCOTT, Esq. of Teviotbank. 

CoxTKjm : — The Robe of Christ — The Incarnation — The NatiTity 
— Oar Lord*s Early History — Simplicity of the Gospel Narra- 
tive — Metaphorical Import of our Lord*s Discourses — ^Emblem- 
atical Character of our Lord's Miracles — I. Miraculous Draughts 
of Fishes. IL Miraculous Feeding of the Five Thousand, and 
of the Four Thousand. — The Lord*s Prayer — The C^iristian 
Sabbath — Old Age — Consolation. 

In foolscap octavo, price 3s. cloth. 

** We know of no volume of discourses, published in our day, which 
brings the soul of the Christian— intellect, understanding, and heart 
— in more tender, vital, admiring, and loving points of contact with 
the very soul of the gospel." — Dumfries Herald. 

" They are generally written with singular clearness and elegance, 
and display acute observation and sound thinking. Being also per- 
vaded by a fervent but unobtrusive strain of piety — a tempered zeal, 
which never degenerates into bigotry or illiberality — we can saftely 
recommend them for general perusal." — Scotsman. 



Observations on the Books of Genesis and 

EXODUS. With Sermons, By the late ROBERT FORSTTH, 
Esq., Advocate, to which is prefixed a Memoir of the Author. In 
foolscap 8to, price 5s. cloth. 

" The thoughts are striking; many of the views are original: and 
no one capable of thinking for himself can read the treatise without 
feeling that the author possesses a consciousness of power, and at 
the same time a deep veneration fur the wonderftil wisdom displayed 
in these the most ancient books exii^ting in the world. We have 
only to say, that he treats the Mosaic svstem of revealed truth as 
preparatory for, and fiilly developed and explained in all its parts, by 
the completion of the scheme in the teaching of Christ and hk 
apostles." — Edinburgh Advertiser. 

** There are few fragments of the same nature wliich have more 
deeply engaged our attention, or left us impressed with so much 
admiration of the writer's mxmy amiable and noble characteristics." 
— Glasgow Constitutional. 
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Passages from the Diary of a Late Physician. 

By SAMUEL WARREN, Esq., F.R.8. A New Edition, complete 
in Two Yob. foolscmp Svo, price 138., bound in cloth. 

** We know of no book in the English Langusge so calculated to 
riyet the attention, and awaken the purest and deepest sympathies 
of the heart, as the Dicuy of a late Physician. The man who has 
not read tbese tales has yet to learn a lesson in the mysteries of hu. 
man nature; and though Ten Thousand A. Year may, as a literary 
composition, claim precedence, we think it lacks something— a very 
Uttle— of that truthfiu simplicity, that trusting and religious ferrour, 
that refines every sentiment and hallows every aspiration inspired 
by the elder work." — Oxford and Cambridge Retfiew, 



Ten Thousand A- Year. 

By the lame Author. A New Edition. In Three Vols, foolscap 
Svo, price I8s. 

** A remarkable novel.'* — " Superior to any novel of actual life re- 
cenUy produced in this country." — Quarterly Review. 

** The characters are excellent^ some of them equal to the highest 
efforts of the highest masters ; the insight into motives is searching ; 
the scenes display a power of reproducing on paper what experience 
has taught ; some of the incidents are novel, startling, and of surpris- 
ing power. The author's leading idea is to illustrate a moral order 
in the government of the world — a providential design even under 
circumstances apparently the most adverse to the cause of virtue. 
There is a solemnity in the plan of the work. It is terrible to 
observe how he allows vice and fully to assume a temporary domin- 
ion over all that is honourable to humanity ; and then how he makes 
the &bric, at which the thoughtlesH crowd have gased awhile in 
wonder, fall away by its own rottenness, its very ruins swept from 
the surface of the earth, and the fair prospect which it had awhile 
obscured, left standing as though but a cloud had passed over it." — 
Times. 

** For a length of time tliere has not appeared in England a work, 
no, not even of a style professedly higher, which contains such valu- 
able and such striking lessons on the vain fickleness of the opinions 
and in&tuations of the world ; on the force of example and fashion, 
and on the omnipotence of wealth; on tlie irresistible impulse which 
gives increase of riches to the rich, and of poverty to the poor." — 
Revue des Veux Mondest (Paris.) 



^.thelwold. — A Tragedy. 

By WILLIAM SMITH, Esq. In Octavo, price 4s. 



^ This tragedy is genuine. It has the broad and true mark. Like 
the Saxon nature of the men through whom it speaks, it is.cast in 
a mingled mould of strength and sweetness. The characteristic of 
that Saxon age was, its war of mind and will against affections 
resolute as both ; and it is this which gives power and beauty to the 
tragedy oi Athelvoold.*' — Examiner, 
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Greece under the Romans. 

A Historical Yibw of the Comditiov or the GasfeK Na- 
tion, FBOM THE time OF ITS COMQUEST BT THIs RoMAKS UMTIL 

THE Extinction of the Roman Empire in the East. b.c. 
146-A.D.717. By GEORGE FINLAT, K.R.O. 8to, price 166. 

***** His work is therefore learned and profound. It throws a 
flood of light upon an important though oliscured portion of Grecian 
history. ... In the essential requisites of fidelity, accuracy, and 
lenming, Mr FLnlay bears a &vourable comparison with any historical 
writer of our day. — North American Review, 



Journal of a Tour in Greece and the Ionian 

ISLANDS, IN THE Spring of 1838; with Remarks on the Beeent 
History, Present State, and Classical Antiqaities of those Conn- 
tries. By W. MURE, Esq. of CaldweU. In Two Vols, post 8to^ 
price 24s., Illastrated by Original Drawings. 

** Bfr Mure's Journal is not only the work of a shrewd and intdH- 
gent observer, and of a sound, though modest scholar, but withal a 
very pleasant book." — Quarterly Bwiew, 



Notes and Remarks made in Jersey, France, 

ITALY, and the MEDITERRANEAN, In 1843-44. By J, BURN 
MURDOCH, Esq. In post 8to, price 78. 6d. cloth. 
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The Journal of a Clergyman, 

DURiNo A Visit to the Peninsula in the Summer and 
AcTDMN OF 1841. By the Rev. WILLIAM ROBERTSON, Mini- 
ster of New Oreyfriars, Edinburgh. In Syo, price 10s. 6d« 

" He is a lively, graphic, and fearless sketcher, who has caught as 
much of the gipsy spirit of Borrow as may be seemty in a Scottisli 
Presbyterian divine. For this we like him not a whit the less. It is, 
indeed, an agreeable surprise to meet with a northern clergyman, 
who, without levity or any other unbecoming compromise, establishes 
the most amicable relations between the pulpit and the scenes and 
incidents of ordinary life." — Tait's Magazine, 
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The Political Life of the Right Hon. Edmund 

BURKB. A Memoib. By the Rev. GE0R6B CBOLT, LL.D., 
Bector of St Stephen'!, Walbrook, London. In Two Vols, post 
8to, price ISi. bound in cloth. 

** We hare quoted enough, and more than enough, to convinoe 
the most sceptical of the originality, eloquence, and power of these 
remarkable volumes. We regard them as a valuable contribution to 
our national literature, as an eflfectual antidote to revolutionary 
principles, and as a masterly analysis of the mind and writings of the 
greatest philosopher and statesman in our history.** — Britannia, 



^rago's Eloge of Watt. 

HisTORiCAii Eloge of James Watt, bt M. Abaqo, Perpetual 
Secretary to the Academy of Sciences. Translated from the 
French, with Additional Notes and an Appendix, by JAMES P. 
ICUIBHBAD, Esq., M.A. of Ballol College, Oxford. Octavo, price 
8s. 6d., with a Portrait, engraved by Fitrosir. A few copies are 
printed in 4to, price 21s. 



The Life of the Rev. Andrew Bell, 

D.D. LL.D. F.As.S. F.R.S.ED., Prebendary of Westminster, and 
Master of Sherbum Hospital, Durham. Comfbisino the His- 
tory OF THE Rise and Pbogbess of the Ststem of Mu- 
tual Tuition. The First Volume by ROBERT SOUTHBT, Esq., 
P.L., LL.D., (Edited by Mrs Southkt) ;— the Two Last by his 
Son, the Rev. CHARLES CUTHBERT SOUTHET, B.A. of Queen's 
College, Oxford, Perpetual Curate of Setmurthy, and Assistant 
Curate and Evening Lecturer of Cockermouth. In Three Vols, 
octavo, price £2, 2s. 



jilemoirs of John Napier of Merchiston, 

bis LINEAGE, LIFE, and TIMES; with the Histobt of the 
Invention of Logabithms. By MARK NAPIER, Esq. There is 
an Appendix of Original Letters and Documents from the Family 
Papers, and the Volume is embellished with Woodcuts and four, 
teen Engravings, executed In the first style of art, consisting 
of Portraits from Originals of high Historic Interest, and Fac. 
gimiles from curious Documents. In One VoL 4to^ price £3, 3s. 



=;>> 
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The Principles of Population, 

AVD Tbbib Covneziov with Humah HAPPimtsf . By i 
BALD ALISON, E*q., Author of ** The History of Bnrop 
Two VoU. OctaTO, price £1, lOi. 

ConTESTfl: — YoLOMB L — Chap. 1. On the Early Iner 
Mankind. — ^IL On the Fundamental Relation between ] 
iion and Snbaittenee. — m. On the Changes in the Proj 
Society which limit the Principles of Increase. — lY. 
Changes in the Progress of Society which limit the Dem 
Labour. — Y. Modifications arising from Human Corruj 
YI. Principles of RenoTation and Decay in Human Ai 
YIL Action of Principle of Increase in the East — YIII. 
of the Principle of Increase in Europe. — IX. In Americ 

YoLUME IL — Chap. I. On the Acquisition of Landed Prop 
the Labouring Classes. — IL Moral Dangers and Evils o 
Cities. — IIL The Religions Instruction of the People, i 
Necessity of an Established Church. — IV. Advantag 
Dangers of Secular Instruction. — Y. On a Legal ProTii 
the Poor. — ^YL The Factory System and Trades' Unionf 
The Corn Laws. — YIII. Colonization, and the Reclprocl 
tern. — IX. The Future Increase and Prospects of Manki 



The Annals of the Parish, 

AVD AYRSHIRE LEGATEES. By JOHN OALT, with ! 
of the Author, by DELTA. Foolscap Sto, price six shillii 



Sir Andrew Wylie of that Ilk. 

By JOHN OALT. Foolscap Syo, price six shillings. 

The ProYost, and Other Tales. 

By JOHN OALT. Foolscap 8to, price six shillings. 



The Entail. 

// By JOHN G ALT. Foolscap 8to, price six shillings. 
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•ectures, on the History of Literature, 

Ancient and Modern. From the German of FREDERICK 
80HLBGEL. A New Edition. In One YoL foolseap 8to, price 

7i. 

**Forra the most luminouB, comprehensiTe, and philoeophical tor- 
vey of the history of literature wlxich our own age has produced." — 
Britannia, 

**A wonderfVil performance, — hetter than any thing we as yet 
have on the suhject in our own language." — Quarterly Review. 

** Though concise, Schlegel's work is so comprehensive in its range, 
that it is alone almost sufficient to make the reader a literary 
I»erson."— Iri(«rary Cfatette. 



The Greek Grammar of Dr F. Thiersch. 

Translated firom the German, with Brief Remarks. By Sir 
DANIEL K. SANDFORD, Professor of Greek in the Uniyersity 
of Glasgow. In One large Vol. 8yo^ 16s. 



Rules and Exercises in Homeric and Attic 

GREEK. To which is added, A Sbobt System of Gbeek 
Pbosodt. By Sir DANIEL K. SANDFORD, Professor of Greek 
in the University of Glasgow. A New Edition, in l2mo, 6s. 6d. 
bound. 



By the same Author, 

Extracts from Greek Authors, 

WITH Notes and a Yocabulart. New Edition, corrected and 
improved, 12mo, 6s. bound. 



By the same Author, 

[ntroduction to the Writing of Greek. 

For the use of the Junior Greek Glasses in the University of Glas. 
gow. New Edition, 12mo, Ss. 6d. bound. 
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WORKS BY D. R. HAY. 



I. 

THE PRINCIPLES OF BEAUTY IN COLOURINC 

SYSTEMATISED. 

In One Volume, with Coloured Examples. 
EUgcuUly bound in elothf price 2U. 

u. 
A NOMENCLATURE OF COLOURS, HUES, TINI 

AND SHADES. 

With Coloured Examples. Second Edition, price 358. 

III. 
AN ESSAY ON ORNAMENTAL DESIGN, 

IN WHICH ITS TRUE PRINCIPLES ARE DEVELOPED 
AND ELUCIDATED, &c. &c. 

Oblong Folio. 67 Plates and Numerous Woodcuts. Price j£2, 2f 



PROPORTION, OR THE GEOMETRIC PRINCIPLE 

BEAUTY, ANALYSED. 

Quarto. 17 Plates and 38 Woodcuts. Price 25s. 

Y. 

THE NATURAL PRINCIPLES AND ANALOGY 
THE HARMONY OF FORM. 

Quarto. 18 Plates and numerous Woodcuts. Price 158. 

Tl. 

THE LAWS OF HARMONIOUS COLOURING 
ADAPTED TO INTERIOR DECORATIONS. 

Fifth Edition. 
Eight Coloured Diagrams; to which is added, an Attempt to defix 
.fisthetical Taste. Octavo. Price 7s. 6d. 



WORKS 



ON 



iCRICDLTDBE AND RURAL ECONOMY 

PUBLI8HBD BY 

WILLIAM BLACKWOOD & SONS. 



THE BOOK OF THE FARM, 

A SYSTEMATIC WORK ON PRACTICAL AGRICULTURE, 

DKTAILINO THE LABOURS OV 

THB FABMSR, FABM-STEWARD, PLOUOHlf AN, SHEPHERD, HEDOER, 

OATTLE-MAN, FIELD-lfVORKER, AND DAIRYMAID. 

BY HENRY STEPHENS, F.R.S.E. 

IN THREE LARGE TOLUMES ROTAL OCTAVO, PRICE £A, 10s. 

Illustrathd with Portraits of Animals Painted ft'om the Life,beaa- 
ttfully Engraved on Steel by T. Landsrsr; and upwards of 600 Wood, 
enta and Plates of Agricultural Implements, so particularized as to 
enable Country Mechanics to construct them from the Descriptions. 

ADVERTISEMENT BY THE PUBLISHERS. 
Bkforb the publication of The Book of the Faring there was no work 

to which the Student of Agriculture could be referred, as giving, in 
lUl detail, the various operations to which his attention would be 
directed in the course of the year. Such a work has long been a de. 
Meratum to the practical farmer; and, in the present volumes, it has 
been the object of the Author to supply it. Commencing with the 
nd of the agricultural year, when the crops are reaped and housed, 

I he sets out with what may be called the preparatory labours for the 
tsaning season — ^the reader being thus led on from month to month, 

I and taught what labours should be in succession undertaken — why at 
ttat particular time — how these can be best performed, and with the 
■nalleat cost of money or time ; and also, the data by which the mas. 

[ter may ascertain that his work has been efficiently performed. 

Nor has it been only to the primary operations of the Farm, that 

[ifte Author has limited his instructions. Almost every concomitant 
xange of subjects, which it should be the interest of the Farmer to 
faioWy has been brought forward and systematically discussed; and 

lieparate sections — we had almost said treatises — have been devoted 

Lie the msrsteries necessary to be learned by the form-builder, the 

]veather«8eer,the hedge- planter, the ditcher, the drainer, the plough. 
HI, the cattle-feeder, the stock-buyer, the drover, the pig.killer, the 

|BAller,the butcher, up to the grieve or general overseer of the farming 
Iterations. ^Continued. 
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THE iOOK or THE PARM-Omfinuetf. 



In fbort, it bu bean the great objeet of the Author — whi! 
voarlng to make hit Work ai iTstematic and perfect as posiit 
no nibjeet, either of primary importance, or collateral intere 
agrienltnral itadent or practical former, ibonld be left nndl 
and the ntmoet paint hat been taken that the information give 
be brought down to the latett and most approved ditcoTeri 
the departmentt. 



SUBJECTS TREATED OF IN '<THE BOOK OF THE F. 



INTRODUOTORY. 



THB OimOnLTIBt WHICH THE TOUHO 

VAHMKR HAS TO KHOOUHTKR AT 

THH ODT8BT OV LKAHiriXe PRAO- 

TIOAL HUtBAHDET. 
THB MBAHS OP OTBRCOMIBO THOtB 

DIPPIOULTIBt. 
THB KIHD OP IBPORMATIOV TO BB 

POUVn IV BZI8TBVT WORKS OB 

AORIOULTURB. 
THB OOVSTRUOTIOV OP " THB BOOK 

OP THB PARM/' 
THB BZI8TIBO METHODS OP LRARBUTO 

PEAOTIOAL HUSBABDRT. 
THE ESTABUSHMEPT OP tOIBVTIPIO 

IH8TITUTIOV8 OP PEAOTIOAL AO- 

BIOULTUEE. 
ETlLt ATTBBDAVT OV LAVD- 

0WVRR8 VEOLBCTIVe TO LEABV 

PEAOTIOAL AOEIOVLTUEB* 



KXPERIMBIVTAL PARM8 AS PI 

IlfSTRUCTIOH IN PARMIl 
A PEW WORDS TO TOUHO 

WHO IVTBirO EMlGRATll 

RICCLTOKAL SETTLERS 

COLONIES. 
THE KINO OP EOCCATIONBBI 

TO TOVNO PAKMERS. 
THB DIPPERENT KINDS OP P 
CHOOSIKO THE KIND OP PAS 
SBLECTLVe A TDTOR PAR 

TRACHINO PARMINO. 
THH PUPILAGE. 
DEAUNO WITH THE DETAILS 

INO. 
THB STEADING OR PARMSTB. 
THB PARM.HOOSE. 
THE PEBtONS WHO LABO 

PAEM. 



/ 



THB WEATHBR IB WIVTBR. 

CLIXATB. 

OBSBRTIVO AND RBOORDne PACTS. 

SOILS AND SCBSOILt. 

BVCLOSUBBS AND SHELTER. 

THB PLAVTIVG OP THORV HEDGES. 

THB PLOOOH. 

THH TARIOUS MODES OP PLOUGHING 

RIDGES. 
DRAIVIVO. 
TOKIVO AND H ARVESSIVG THB PLOUGH, 

AND OP SWIHG-TBBEt. 
PLOOGHIVG STOBBLE AND LEA GROUND . 
TRENCH AND SUBSOIL PLOUGHING, AND 

MOORBAND PAN. 
DRAWING AND STOWING TURNIPS, 

MANGEL-WURZEL, OABBAGB, CAR. 

ROTS, AND PARSNIPS. 
PEEDING OP SHEEP OV TURNIPS 

IV WIVTBE. 



WINTER. 

DRIVING AND SLAUOHTBRIN* 
REARING AND FEEDING Oi 

TURNIPS IN WINTEE. 
DRITINO AND SLADGHTKRINC 
THB TRRATMBNT OP PAEM.I 

WINTER. 
PATTRNINO, DRITINO, AND 

TERING SWINE. 
THE TREATMENT OP FOWL! 

TER. 
THRASHING AND WINNOWn 

AND OP THB THRAB 

CHINE. 
THE WAGES OP PARM>SBBTA 
CORN MARKETS. 
THE PARM SMITH, JOINER, 

DLBR. 
THB FORMING OP DUNOHTLL 

LIQUID MANURE TANKB. 
WINTER IRRIGATION. 
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SPRING. 



OOWS OALTIirO, AHD OALTEB. 
THB ADVAIITAOR8 OP HAVIMO nSLD- 
WOSK III A POBWARD STATE. 

eBoaE.pi.oueHUfo, dbilli]i», and 

BIBBIMO LAUD. 

sownra sPRnia wbbat axd asAss 

tBBOS. 
■OWnrO BBABB, PEAS, TABES, LV- 
OBBJIE, SAIETPOni, PLAZ, AMD 



•wiTOHUiO) PBumiro, avd watbb- 

TABLUa THOBH HEOaES. 



HlBIVa PARX'SBBTAVTS. 

SOWIirO OAT SEED. 

THB LAMBINO OP EWES. 

THE TBAININO AND WORXIRO THE SHBP- 

BKRD'S DOO. 
SOWIEO BABLBY SEED 
TURHDrO DUB0H1LL8 AND COMPOSTS 
PLABTarO POTATOES. 
BRBAKDfO nr TOUBODRAUOHT HOBSBt 
SOWS PARROWINO OR LITTBRUra. 
THB BATOHIHO OP POWLS. 



SUMMER. 



TBB sownra op tobnips, xahoel- 

WVBZBL, BAPB, CABEOTS, AMD 

PABSNIP8. 
BEPAIBINO THE PBN0B8 OP GRASS 

PIELDS, AND THB PEOPBB CON. 

STBDOTION OP PIBLD OATBS. 
THB WEANING OP CALTBS, BULLS, AND 

THE GRACING OP CATTLE TILL 

WINTEE. 
MABES POALING, STALLIONS, AND 

HOBSBS AT OBASS. 
SHBEP. WASHING, SHEEP SHBABING, 

AND WBAMING OP LAMBS. 



BOLLING THB PLBBCB, AND THB QVA- 

LIVKS OP WOOL. 
THB MAKING OP BUTTBB AND OHBBSB. 
WEBDING CORN, GRBBN CROPS, PAS- 

TUBBS» AND HBDGBS,AND CASUAL. 

TIBS TO PLANTS. 
HAT.MAKING. 
SUMMEB. PALLOWINQ* AND LIMING 

THB SOIL. 
BUILDING STOBB-DTKES. 
BMBAHKMBRTS AOAINST BITULBT8. 
PORMUIO WATER MEADOWS. 
BBEABUrG-UI TOUBO SADDLE' HOBSBS. 



AUTUMN. 



mJJ»B FLAX AVD BKMP, AND THB 

BOP. 
BBAPIBO BTB, WBBAT, BABLBT, OATS, 

BBAMM, AHD PEASE. 
OABBYXBO IB AND 8TA0XINO WBRAT, 
^ BABLBT, OATS, BEARS AND PEAS, 

AMD OP THE OOVSTBUCnoir OP 

OABTt. 
DBAFTIBO XWE8 AND OIMMBR8, TUP- 

PIBO BWBB, AMD BATBXVO ABD 

SMBABIBO 8HBBP. 
UFTDr* ABD PITTUIO P0TAT0B8 

•ownra autumb wbbat, avd thb 

OOV8TRUCTIOB AVD PBIVOIPLBS 
OV AOBIOULTUBAL WBBBL-OAR- 



BOTATtmr OF OBOPS. 

VKBTCUBDie TBB SOIL BT MBAVS OP 



THB POINTS POBSESSBD BT THB DOMES- 
nOATBD ANIMALS MOST DESIR- 
ABLB FOB THE PABMBB TO OUL. 
TITATB. 

MAKING BZPBBIMBVTS ON FABMS. 

DBBTBOTIVO AVD BOARnrO TBBMIN ON 
PABM8. 

LOOKIRO AT A FARM, ITS RENT— ITB 
LEASE— ITS STOOKIRO— THE CAPI- 
TAL RBQUIBBD FOR IT. 

IMPROTIRO WASTE LARD. 

FARM BOOK-KEBPIRG. 

TBB 0ORTBR1BR0E8 OP TBB COTTAGES 

OP FABM-SBBTARTS, 
TBB CARE TO BE BESTOWED OR TBB 

PBBSEBTATIOR OF IMPLBMERTS. 
IRDBZ. 
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THE SOOK OP THE PARM— CkmKmMi. 



OPnnoNS OF th£ press. 



Tbd Times. 

** We ftMnre agricnltund ttndenta that they will derive both pleasnre 
and profit from a diligent perusal of this clear directory to mral labour. 
The experienced farmer will perhaps think that Mr Stephens dwells up<m 
some matters too simple or too trite to need explanation, bat we refpurd 
this as a fault leaning to virtue's side in an instructional book. The young 
are often ashamed to ask for an explanation of simple things, and are too 
often discouraged by an indolent or supercilious teacher if they do. Baft 
Mr Stephens entirely escapes this error, for he indicates every step the 
young &rmer should take, and, one by one, explains their several bearings. 
• • • The business matter of a fiunmer is divided by Bir Stephens into 
four parts, each bearing the name of the season that influences the opera- 
tions that are performed in it. By this arrangement every operation is 
described as it takes its turn in the fields — described, we must in Justice 
to the author observe, in so detailed and perspicuous a narrative, that no 
attentive reader can £sil to comprehend the course he ought in practice to 
pursue. 

" We have thoroughly examined these volumes; but to give a fUH Botiee 
of their varied and valuable contents would occupy a larger space than we 
can conveniently devote to their discussion; we therefore, in general 
terms, commend them to the careful study of every young man who 
wishes to become a good practical fiwrner.** 

Blackwood's Maffazina for April. 

" ' Skilful practice is applied science.' This fact is illustrated in every 
chapter of the excellent and comprehensive work now before as. • • • 
As a practical manual for those who wish to be good formers, it is the best 
bonk we know. It contains more of the practical applications of modem 
science, and adverts to more of those interesting questions firom which 
past improvements have sprung, and from the discussion of which ftitore 
ameliorations are likely to flow, than any other of the newer works wbidi 
have come under our eyes." 

Vrofaasor Johnston. 

** The best practical book I have ever met with." 

Bristol BUrror. 

" To the young agriculturist it must be invaluable; it is an able,leamed 
treatise on every subject connected with his profession — not compiled 
from books, but the result of intimate acquaintance with all the detaUs of 
farming operations. The work is at the same time so elegant in its form 
and composition, and the information is conveyed in such a correct and 
pleasing style, that it is impossible for any reader of education, under. 
standing, and curiosity, to open a page without finding his attention rivet- 
ed, and rising, after the perusal, with the acquirement of much oseftd 
Imo wiedge which he did not before possess." 
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The Journal of Agriculture, 

AND The Tbansactions of the Higbcand and Agricul- 

TOBAL SOCIETT OF SCOTLAND. 21 YOlS. 8yO, 1828-1843, pdcO 

£8t 88. The New Series is published Quarterly. Annual Sub- 
■cription. Twelve Shillings. 



rhe Grasses of Britain, 



Illustrated by 140 Figures, Drawn and Engraved by the Author. 
By RICHARD PARNELL, M.D., F.R.S.E., Author of <* The 
Grasses of Scotland.** This Work contains a figure and full de- 
scription of every species of Grass found in Britain, with their 
uses in Agriculture, Ac, Ac. In One large Volume 8vo, price 
£2, 28. 

The Grasses of Scotland, 

may be had separately, in One Volume, price 20s. 



The Agriculturist's Manual ; 

Being a familiar Description of the Agricultural Plants cultivated 
in Europe, including Practical Observations respecting those 
suited to the climate of Great Britain. By PETER LAWSON & 
SON, Seedsmen to the Highland Society of Scotland. In 8vo, 
price 10s. 6d. 



Entomologia Edinensis; 

Or A Description and Histort of the Insects found in 

THE NeIGHBODRHOOD OF EDINBURGH. By JAMES WILSON, 
F.R.S.E., M.H.S., &c., and the Rev. JAMES DUNCAN, M.H.S. 
Post 8vo, price 128. 



The Practical Planter. 

Containing Directions for the Planting of Waste Land, and 
Management of Wood, with a New Method of rearing the Oak. 
By THOMAS CRUIGKSHANK, Forester at Carreston. In 8vo, 
price 12s. 
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Lectures on Agricultural Cliemistr 

GEOLOOT. By JAMES F. W. JOHNSTON, M.A., : 
F.O.S., Honorary Member of the Royal Agricc 
Chemist to the Agrlcnltural GhemUtry Astociati 
and Beader on Chemistry and Mineralogy in th* 
Durham. A New Edition in the preit. 

" A raluable and interesting course of Lectui 

** The most complete account of Agricultural Cfa 
■ess.**- Ropol Apr. Jour. 

** Unquestionably the most important contribution 
been made to popular science, and destined to exei 
beneficial influence in this eountTj.*'—SiUiman'$Am 
Scienee, (Reo. of the American Edition.) 

*' It is as a practical work that this yolume is of th 
as a guide to the Intelligent agriculturist it seems im 
estimate its yalue, or exaggerate the improremen: 
means of introducing."— Britannia. 



By the tame Author, 

Elements of Agricultural Chemistr 

GEOLOGY. A New Edition, greatly enlarged, 
little Work is intended to giro a familiar and coi 
of the mbjects treated of more fully in the Lectu 

** Of all the dlflferent works which have lately 
on the ChemistTy of Agriculture, that now before \ 
most likely U* be of re^ service to the practical c 
Oardener^ Magazine. 

** This is a little book which we heartily desire 
into general circulation in agricultural diiitricts. I 
while explaining first principles, and scientific w: 
it is just the work to catch and rivet the attenti 
shrewd and intelligent portion of our agricultural p 
style is deHghtfuUy clear, the facts important, broug 
daily business of the farmer's life with startling 
subjects broached so interesting and extensive, that 
scarcely &il to be sufficiently awakened to pursi 
scientific agriculture a little further." — Britannia. 






By the same Author, 

What Can be Done for English A^ 

A Letter to the Marquis of Northahpto 
the Royal Society. Price is. 
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By the same Author, 

A. Catechism of Agricultural Chemistry and 

GEOLOGY. A New Edition, price lOd. The Publishers make a 
deduction when a quantity is taken for Schools, or for Distribution. 

" We would recommend every ikrmer in Britain, let his knowledge 
of agriculture be extended or limited) to procure a copy of the 
Catechism for himself; and this recommendation we would support 
by the facts, that the memories of the initiated are apt to get rusty ; 
so much so, that a little rubbing-up may be necessary ; while the un. 
initiated, unaware of the science of agricultural chemistry, by a 
simple perusal will be able to discover it clearly, and mould its 
principles to obtain the highest advantage to themselves." — Scientifio 
Agricultwriit, 



The Chemistry of Vegetable and Animal 

PHYSIOLOGY. By Dr G. J. MULDER, Professor of Chemistry in 
the University of Utrecht. Translated from the Dutch by Dr P. 
F. H. FUOMBERG, First Assistant in the Laboratory of the 
Agricultural Chemistry Association of Scotland, with an Intro, 
duction and Notes, by JAMES F. W. JOHNSTON, F.B.SS. L. & £. 
Parts I. and IL are published, price 4s. each. 

" In introducing the following work to the British public, I be- 
lieve I am rendering a service to the science of the country. The 
patient research by which it is characterized, and the sober sagacity 
of the views it contains, cannot fail to recommend it to that large 
portion of the community who are now interested in the application 
of vegetable and animal physiology to agriculture and to medicine. 
With every opinion expressed by the author I do not concur, and I 
have here and there ventured to add brief notes, where the differ- 
ence of opinion appeared to be of sufficient moment ; but in the 
general views which the book contains, so far as it has yet appeared, 
I anticipate that the soundest of our scientifio men will agree with 
me in concurring." — Advertisement by Professor Johnston. 






A Manual of Practical Draining. 

By HENRT STEPHENS, Esq. F.R.S.E., Author of *<The Book 
of the Farm.'* In Octavo, with numerous lUustrations. (In 
the Press.) 
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The Alpaca. 

Its Natokalizatioh ih the British Islaitds eowv 
At A National Behefit, ahd as ae Object or 1 
ATE Utility to the Faumee ahd Maedfactdhe: 
WILLIAM WALTON. In foolscap 8vo, price 4s. 6d. 

** We liATe before tu a most interesting little work by Mr 
deroted to the elucidation of this subject, and which w* 
recommend to notice, because it contiUns numerous sug 
which will be useftU, not only in the breeding of these anin 
also in the selection of them. As Mr Walton has bre 
thousMnds, and also used them as beasts of burden in P 
obserrations have the weight of authority. Mr Walton's 
contains numerous purticulars which render it eminently w 
being consulted on tiie subject." — The Magnet, 



Stable Economy, 

A Treatise oh the Makagement of Horses. Bj 

BTEWAKT. A New Edition, in foolscap 8to, with nu 

Woodcuts, price 78. 6d. bonnd in cloth. 

** Mr Stewart's work is eridently that of a practical yete 
of great experience, and the end of all his observations is 
and to all who are interested in the well-being of the horse, 
gentlemen, dealers, coach-masters, stable-keepers, coach: 
grooms, this work will be of the greatest utility. The cha] 
stabling, feeding, and service, are, in particular, worthy of 
gent perusal of every person who keeps horses, whether the 
of a stud of racers, or the more humble proprietor of a singl 
—New Sporting Magazine, 



L 



By the same Author, 

Advice to Purchasers of Horses. 

A New Edition. Price 2s. 6d. bound in cloth. 

On River Angling for Salmon and Troi 

MORE PARTICCLARLT AS PRACTISED IN THE TwEED i 

Tributaries. Bj JOHN YOUNGER, St Boswell's 
ls.6d. 

** A more neatly expressed, or more cleverly imagine 
treatise, on the crait of which it treats, we know not ever 
seen; and we do the fly.fisher a service, for which his grat 
due to us, in counselling him not to let the day this notice n 
eye, elapse without adcUng River Angling to his literary s 
Sporting Review. 
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Elkington's System of Draining. 



A Ststematio Treatise on the Theort Ain> Practice 
OF Draining Land, Adapted to the variont Situations and 
Boils of England and Scotland, as drawn up, by appointment of 
the Board of Agriculture, from the communications of Josrph 
ELKiitOTOv; to which is added, a Treatise on Embankments, 
and the Formation of Artificial Pieces of Water. By JO UN 
JOHNSTON, Land Surveyor. A New Edition, lately published^ 
illustrated by numerous Plans and Sections. 4to, price 10s. 6d« 



The Practical Irrigator and Drainer. 

By OEOROE STEPHENS, Drainer, Member of the Nerecian and 
Wermlandska Agricultural Societies in Sweden. In 8yo, illus- 
trated by Copperplates and Woodcuts, price 8s. 6d« 



Ainslie's Land Surveying, 



Comprising the Theory and Practice in all its Branches; in which 
the use of the yarious Instruments employed in Surveying, 
Leyelling, Ac, is clearly elucidated by Practical Examples. Illus. 
trated by 40 Copperplates. With a Treatise appended on Trigo- 
nometrical Surveying, Levelling, and Railway Engineering. By 
WILLIAM GALBRAITH, M.A. In 4to, price 15s. 



Trigonometrical Surveying, Levelling, and 

RAILWAY ENGINEERING. By WILIJAM GALBRAITH, M.A. 
8vo, price 78. 6d. 



A Memoir on the Mid-Lothian and 

EAST. LOTHIAN COAL-FIELDS. By DAVID MILNE, Esq., 
F.R.S.E. and F.G. In 4to, with Coloured Map and Sections, price 
16s. in cloth. 
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Insect Life. 

By DAVID BADUAM, M.D. In foolscap 8to, price 4i. 6d. 

** We know not when we have read a work which hat interested 
ns so much as this little volume. It is not, as its title might suggest, 
a work on Entomology, hut an enquiry carried on wit^ a riew to 
establish the position that insects do not feel. We cannot enter npaa 
all the Cscts and reasonings by which Dr Badham endeavoors to 
prove his doctrine ; they are exceedingly curious, and evince the 
researches of a philosophical, sn acute, and a oomprehenaire mind." 
—JohnBuU, 



Seven Lithographed Designs 

FOR THE Improvement of Farm Cottages and Stkadihoi. 
With Descriptions, Specifications, and Estimates; Remarks onths 
Accommodations required under the Modem System of Hosbandry, 
and the Defects of existing Farm Buildings. By JAMBS CUH- 
MINGUAM, Surveyor. Large 8to^ price 6s. 6d. 



Blackwood's County Atlas of Scotland ; 

Consisting of Thirty-one Maps, including the ORKNEY, SG[BT- 
LAND, and WESTERN ISLANDS, with the Parochial Boundaries 
carefully coloured. In One Vol. 4to, price 21i. handsomely bound 
in cloth. 

Separate Maps of the Counties, 

Coloured as above, and neatly put up in a Case for the Pocket, 
price Is. each. 

Blacker on Small Farms. 

An Essat on the Improvement to be made in the Culti- 
VATioN OF Small Fabms, bt the Introduction of Gbbbh 
Crops, and House feeding the Stock thebeon. This Work 
has gone through four large Editions; the last consisting of 
20,000 copies. 12mo, sewed, price 8d. 

The Same Work, 

Another Edition, with a Preface addressed to Landlords, giving 
full Information to those who may be inclined to adopt the plan 
recommended, as to the best mode of Introducing it, and the 
BeAults attending its Introduction, together with the expenses 
likely to be incurred thereby. 8to, sewed, price Is. 6d. 
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In Fifteen Large Volumes Octavo, price £16, I6s^ 

THE NEW STATISTICAL ACCOUNT 

OF SCOTLAND. 



'* As a statistical book of reference, the urork is vahiahle; more so, m 
our esHmation, than many works which make a greater parade of scien- 
tific forms. * * * To sum i9> more tpecificaUy, there are no fewer 
than 876 articles, each furnishing a complete monograph of a parish, or 
united group of parities. The Parishes «f entry counJty are Massed 
together ; to each a full index of matter is added, and to the whole work 
is appended a general index, compiled on the same principle. There is 
also an alphabeticdlindex of parishes, giving their population as shown 
by the last census, and referring to the volume and page where each is 
described. Thus the New Stati^ical Account of Scotiand unUes, wi^ 
the massive character and readableness of a systenuUic view of Scotti^ 
sttUistics and geography, the util^ of a geographicai and statistical 
dictionary of Scotlcmd." "Sfbctatob.. 

** Forming by far the most valuable repertory of statistics at tht 
command of any country in Europe.** — Qdarterlt Reyiew. 



The Counties may b« bad separatsly, 

AT THK FOLLOWIMO PRICES ; — 



£ S. d. 

ABERDEEN 1 5 

ARGYLE 15 

AYR 18 

BANFF 9 

BERWICK 8 6 

BUTE 3 

CAITHNESS^ 4 6 

CLACKMANNAN 3 6 

DUMBARTON 6 

DUMFRIES 12 6 

EDINBURGH 16 6 

ELGIN 6 

FIFE 1 1 

FORFAR 15 

HADDINGTON 8 6 

INVERNESS 11 6 

KINROSS 2 6 



KINCARDINE 


£ s. 
....0 8 


d. 



KIRKCUDBRIGHT ... 
LANARK 


....0 8 
....1 1 


6 



LINLITHGOW 


.,..0 4 


6 


NAIRNE 


....0 1 


6 


ORKNEY 


....0 5 


6 


PEBBLES 


....0 4 


6 


PERTH 


1 7 





ROSS AND CROMARTY 10 
RENFREW -.-0 12 


6 
6 


ROXBURGH 


....0 10 


6 


ffRLKTRK 


....0 2 


6 


SHETLAND 


....0 4 


6 


STIRLING 


....0 10 





SUTHERLAND 


....0 5 


6 


WIGTON 


....0 5 


6 









The Maps msj be hjid separately, with the Parochial Boundaries care, 
fully coloured, forming a handsome rolumo in rojal 4to, price Sis. bound 
in cloth. 
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BinrisTKB OF 9t Gsobob's, Eoimbuboh. 



LECTURES, EXPOSITORY AND PRACTia 

ON SELECT PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE. 
In l2mo, 8t. 

SERMONS ON INFIDELITY. 

Second EditUm. Poit 8vo, It, 

A COLLECTION FOR THE USE OF SCHOC 
Sigkteenth EditUm. In 12mo, bound, price 3t, 

AN ADDRESS TO CHRISTIAN PARENTS 

ON THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF THEIR CHILD 

Third Edition. ISmo, It. 6d. 

THE SIN AND DANGER OF BEING LOVERI 

PLEASURE MORE THAN LOVERS OF GOD. 

Stated and Illustrated in Two Discourses. 

Third Edition. 18mo, 2t. 

A CATECHISM FOR YOUNG PERSONS. 

Ninth Edition. Ad. 

A COLLECTION OF HYMNS FOR CHILDRl 

New Edition. 18mo, 64. 



LECTURES IN DIVINITY. 

Bj the laU OEOBOB HILL, D.D., Principal of 8t Mary'i College, St An 

2 Volt, pott 9vOf price 1 6t. 

AN ESSAY ON THE EXTENT OF HUMAN A: 

DIVINE AGENCY IN THE PRODUCTION OF SAVING FJ 

\2mOy price it. 6d 
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Cjbe WBaxiii at tit Tote €ltmEii iti^xU, 9«9« 



THE LIFE OF JOHN KNOX, 

CONTAINING ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE HISTOBT OF THE 
REFORMATION IN SCOTLAND. 

With Biographical Notices of the principal Reformeri, and Sketches 
of Literature in Scotland during the Sixteenth Century. 

A New Edition. In One Volume, Octavo, price *lt. M. 

LIFE OF ANDREW MELVILLE. 
Second Edition, Tvoo Volumet, Octavo, price £\, A$. 

HISTORY OF THE PROGRESS AND SUPPRESSION 

OF THE REFORMATION IN SPAIN DURING THE 

SIXTEENTH CENTURY. 

Octano,prU:t 10«. M, 

HISTORY OF THE PROGRESS AND SUPPRESSION 

OF THE REFORMATION IN ITALY DURING THE 

SIXTEENTH CENTURY. 

Octavo, Second Edition, price 10«. 6d, 

LECTURES ON THE BOOK OF ESTHER. 

Foolscap Svo, price bt. 

TWO DISCOURSES 

ON THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH. 
Jn l2mo, price 3s. 



A VINDICATION OF CHRISTIAN FAITH. 

Addressed to those who, helieving in God, do not believe in Jesus Christ 

whom He hath tent. 

By the late JOHN INOLI8, D.D., One of the Ministers of the Old OreyiSriari* Ohureh. 

Octavo, price lOs. 6d. 

BT THB SAME AUTHOR, 

A VINDICATION OF ECCLESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMENTS. 

In Foolscap 9vo, price 3s.6d. 



30 BOOKS PUBLISHED BT 



BBoxia an ftxb antr iBiutUfxu'ntntt. 



PRINCIPLES OF THE CRIMINAL LAW OF SCOT- 
LAND, EMBRACING ABOVE SEVEN HUNDRED CASES 
OCCURRING IN THE LAST TEN TEARS. NOW FOR THE 
FIRST TIME REPORTED. By Abobibald Aluov, Esq., AAto- 
cate. In one large toL 8to, price I8f. 

Bp the $ame Author, 
PRACTICE OF THE CRIMINAL LAW OF SCOTLAND, 

REGARDING INDICTMENT, TRIAL, AND EVIDENCE, EM. 
BRACING ABOVE A THOUSAND UNREPORTED CASES, 
BROUGHT DOWN TO THE PRESENT TIME. In one large 
ToL 8to, price IBs. 

THE PRACTICE IN THE SEVERAL JUDICATORIES 
IN THE CHURCH OP SCOTLAND. By the Rer. Aixxavdbb 
Hill, D.D., Minister of Dailly. A New Edition, greatly enlarged 
and improred. In one toI. foolscap Sto, price 48. 

DECISIONS OF THE COURT OF SESSION, FROM 1781 

to 1822, IN THE FORM OF A DICTIONARY. CoUected by 
Datid Huxb, Esq., late one of the Barons of Exchequer in Scotland, 
and formerly Professor of the Law of Scotland in the Vmveratj 
of Edinburgh. In one large Tolume 4to, price Three Guineas. 

COMMENTARIES ON THE LAWS OF SCOTLAND, 

AND ON THE PRINCIPLES OF liERCANTILE JURISPBU. 
DENCE. By G. J. Bell, Esq., Advocate. The Fifth Edition, in 
two vols. 4to, price £6, 6s. 

PAROCHIAL LAW, EMBRACING THE LAW OF SCOT- 
LAND, on the following Sulijects: Churches— Church Oflicers 

Churchyards— Parish Dues— BCanses and Glebes— Patronage — The 
Poor — Sacraments, NecessariM for the Administration of— and 
Sdiools. ByALBZAiTDBBDuifLOP, Esq.,AdTocate. ANewEditicm, 
// j»ioel0B. 
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91S3o¥it0 on ftoto nt(t> Jutiqnnttyence— C(m<tnu«dL 



PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF THE LAW OF 

TRUSTS AND TRUSTEES IN SCOTLAND; WITH NOTES 
AND ILLUSTRATIONS FROM THE LAW OP ENGLAND. By 
Charles Fobbyth, Esq., Adyocate, and Barrister-at-Law. Sto, 
price 168. 

AN HISTORICAL VIEW OF THE LAW OF MARITIME 
COMMERCE, by James Rbddib, Esq., Advocate. Sto, price Us. 

By the same Author, 
INQUIRIES IN THE SCIENCE OF LAW. 8vo, price 78. 

INQUIRIES IN INTERNATIONAL LAW. In 8yo, price 78. 

BLACKSTONE'S COMMENTARIES ON THE LAWS OF 

ENGLAND, A NEW AND GREATLY IMPROVED EDITION ; 
WITH NOTES, INCLUDING THOSE OF THE HONOURABLE 
MR JUSTICE COLERIDGE; AN ORIGINAL MEMOIR OF 
BL ACKSTONE ; A PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION, iUustra. 
tive of the Character and Value of the Commentaries with refer, 
ence to the Past and Present State of the Law, and a New and 
Copious Index. By Samuel Warren, Esq., F.R.8., Barrister-at- 
Law of the Inner Temple. In the Press. 

In this Edition, which will be beautiAiUy and accurately printed, tbs 
Text will bb prbsbrtsd eittire, as **Terified and corrected, with 
the original References," by Mr Justice Coleridge ; and it will be 
the anxious effort of the present Editor to make his own Notes at 
once brief and practical, and of that Popular and Elementary cha- 
racter which constitutes the distinguishing exceUence of the Com- 
mentaries, and has rendered them raluable and interesting, not only 
to the Practical, but the Constitutional Lawyer— to Members of 
Parliament, Justices, Clergymen, and, in short, all thinking classes 
of Society. 

The more difficult and important principles of the English Law, the 
Editor will endeavour briefly to compare with, and illustrate by 
analogous or conflicting provisions in the Law of Scotland, France, 
and America. 

There wUl be a fine Portrait and Antograph of Blackstone ; an entirely 
new and Systematio Index ; a List of Cases cited by Blackstone, by 
Mr Justice Coleridge, and by the present Editor, and other improve- 
ments suggested by a oarefiil examination of all previous editions. 
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CHEAP EDITIONS OF POPULAR WORKS. 



PRICE TWO SHILUNCt AND SIXPENCE EACH. 

LIGHTS AND SHADOWS OF SCOTTISH LIFE. 

THE TRUlLS OF MARGARET LYNDSAY. 

THE SUBALTERN. 

THE LIFE OF MANSIE WAUCtt 

VALERIUS. A ROMAN STORY. 

THE FORESTERS. 

PENINSULAR SCENES AND SKETCHES. 

By the Author of ** The Student of SaUmanca." 

NIGHTS AT MESS, AND SIR FRIZZLE PUMPKIN. 

(In the PreM.) 

PRICE TNREE SHILUNCt AND SIXPENCE EACH. 

TOM CRINGLE'S LOG. 

THE CRUISE OF THE MIDGE. 

CYRIL THORNTON. 

By Captain HAioLToir, Author of ''Men and Manners in America ** 

REGINALD DALTON. 

By the Author of ** Valerius.** 

SOME PASSAGES IN THE LIFE OF ADAM BLAIR. 
THE HISTORY OF MATTHEW WALD. 

By the Author of " Valerius." In One Volume. 



The above may he had strongly hound in eloth, at Sixpence, or elegantly 
II gilt at One ShiOtfig, per volume extra. 
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